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A FTER 1 8 urged t to write Foy 
upon this ſubject, and as often declin- 
ing to do it, from apprehenſion. of my own 
inability, I am at length compelled to take 
up the pen, however unqualified I may l 
feel meas for the taſk. | F 
The 5 ws] the Pe 18 getting n 
and it is better the world ſhould derive 
ſome inſtruction, however imperfect, from 
my experience, than that the lives of men 
| thould be hazarded by its unguarded exhibi- 
tion, or that a. medicine of ſo much efficacy 
ſhould be condemned and rej jected as e | 


; ous, and unmanageable. a 
A 


vi N E. 

It is now about ten years ſince J firſt be- 
gan to uſe this medicine.” Experi 
cautious attention gradually ta E ho 
to uſe it. For the laſt two years I have not 
had occaſion to alter the modes of manage- 
ment; but I am till far from thinking 
them . NF : 


It 2 been an eaſy taſk to have 
given ſelect caſes, whoſe ſucceſsful treatment 
would have ſpoken ſtrongly 1 in favour of the 
medicine, and perhaps been flattering to my 
own reputation. But Truth and Science 
would condemn the procedure. * have 
therefore mentioned every caſe in which I 
have preſcribed the Foxglove, , proper or im- 
proper, ſucceſsful or otherwiſe: Such a 
conduct will lay me open to the cenſure of 
thoſe” who are diſpoſed to cenſure; but it 
will meet the approbation of others, ; who ate 
the 6 beſt qualified to be 77g Sn 

9 2911 36513 sd 20 1 1 [150] AD Y.QI 
"104g ie Sbrgeone and Apts! with 
whom I atm connected in practice, both in 
this town and at a diſtance, T beg leave to 


. Ry 
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make this public acknowledgment, for the 
aſſiſtance they ſo readily afforded me, in per- 
fecting ſome of the caſes, and in commu- 


— the events of others. Fach! 9; 


ou.” |; 


| The ages of | the atlas 4 05 always | 
exact, nor would the labour of making them 
ſo have been repaid by any uſeful conſe- 
quences. In a few inſtances accuracy in that 
reſpect was neceſfary, and there it has been 
attempted ; but in general, an approxima- 
tion towards the hs Was nm to be 
füncient. 5 7 2829 : 2 / 


The caſes Se YT my own PAIR 
ence, are generally written in the ſhorteſt 
form J could contrive, in order to fave time 
and labour. Some of them are given more 
in detail, when particular circumſtances 
made ſuch detail neceſſary; but the caſes 
| communicated by other SUI: are 
Bren in e on n words. s | 


* 98 


1 —_ 1 1 a this i. MY: 15 wok 8 
| nnatdtianer' in phyſic, that no general de- 


Auctions, deciſive upon the failure or ſueceſs 
1 EL Toe 


the me lc ge, can as Sri "I the 
caſes 1 now — 0 to him. :Thelticnſes 
muſt be conſidered as the moſt hopeleſs and 
deplorable that exiſt ;, for phyſicians 3 

dom conſulted in chronic diſeaſes, till the 


uſual remedies haye failed: and, indeed, for 


ſome years, whilſt, I was lefs expert in the 
management of the Digitalis, L ſeldom pre- 
ſeribed it, but when the failure of every other 
method compelled me to do it ; a that upon 
the whole, the inſtances J am going to ad- 


duce, may truly be conſidered as caſes loſt to 


the common run of practice, and only 


ſnatched from deſtruction, by the efficacy 
af the Digitalis and this in ſo remarkable 


manner, that, if the properties af that 
Rant had not been diſcovered; by far the 


| op ran of theſe ns muſt haue 
7 A a | T £24k uo STE Att 


There 6 inclined 2 
thing which an author advamees in ſupport of 
a favorite medicine, and I allow they may 
have ſomeccauſe for their heſitation; nor do 


; renova | 
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PR E F A < 1 
judging, upon the preſent occaſion. I could 
wiſh therefore that ſuch readers would paſs 


over what I have faid, and attend only to 
nmunications from correſpondents, | 


the com 
becauſe they cannot be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs 
any unjuft predilection in favour of the me- 
dicine : but I cannot adviſe them to this ſtep, 
for I am certain they would then cloſe the 
book, with much higher notions of the effi- 
cacy of the plant than what they would have 
learnt from me. Not that I want faith in 
the diſcernment or in the veracity of my 
correſpondents, for they are men of eſtab- 

liſhed reputation; but the caſes they have 

ſent me are, with ſome exceptions, too, | 
much ſelected. They are not upon this ac- 
count leſs valuable in themſelves, but they 
are not the proper premiſes from which to 
draw permanent concluſions. 


I wiſh the reader to keep i in view, that it 
is not my intention merely to introduce a 
new diuretic to his acquaintance, but one 
which, though not infallible, I believe to be 
much more certain than any other in pre- 


ſent uſe. 5 | | 
b 2 9 5 8 "Alive 


r re 


! 
| 
| 


— 


or error, Dr will fix the reat — upon 
this diſcovery, and dete whether I have 
5 impoſed upon myſelf and others, or contri- 
buted to the benefit of ſcience and mankind. 
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this iſland, and as we have but one ſpecies, 


and that ſo generally known, - I : ſhould have 


thought it ſuperfluous either to figure or deſcribe it ; 


f had I not more than once ſeen the leaves of Mul- 


lein* gathered for thoſe of Foxglove. On the con- 
tinent of Europe too, other ſpecies are found, and 
I have been informed that our ſpecies is very rare 

in ſome parts of Germany, * only by? means 
of cultivation, in gardens. 


Our olant' is the Digitaits Siirpirive 4 of Linn! s. 
It belongs to the 2d order of the 14th claſs, or the 


Dipynamra Ancioseermia.. The : eſſential eharac-. 


ters of the genus are, Cup. with 5 diuiſions. Bloſſom 
bell- Raped, ä 8 88. e Lee, — 


Ling, 


D IGI TA 'LIS 5 1 5 the 


empalement egg-ſhaped, ſharp. Bloſſoms, unt; 
the e * entire. Linne. Wie 
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0 Vetbaſcum of Linnzrus. 85 X 20H 
+ The trivial name purpurea is not a very happy 0 one, 2 the 
bloſſoms k general] pu rple, are ſometimes of a pure 1 
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Ta: Foxglove 3 is a 2 plant ſufficiently common in 


by 


Rains 10 Fi a 
the ander of comparative excellence. 


Rivini monopet. 104. 3 
Flora danica, 74, parts of fr fru aden. 
' Tournefort Inſlitutiones. 78. J., E, L, M. 
Fuchſii Hift. Plant. 893, copied in 4 
Fragi ſlirp. hiſlor. 889. C 
J. Bauhini hiſtor. Vol. ii. 812. 3, and: 115 
Lonicera 74, 1. op 5 
Blackwell. aud. 16. | 
Vo donæi pempt. Airb. tuft. 169, . in 
Gerard emacul. 790, 1, and copied in | 
Parkinſon- Theatr. botanic. 053, 1. 
Gerard, firſt edition, 646, 1. 
Hiſtor. Oxon, Moriſon. V. 8, row 1. iu 
Flor. danic. 74, the reduced Figure. 


x! Bloſſom. The bellying part on the inſide forinkled 
with {pats like little eyes. Leaves wrinkled. Lixx. 


* — Rather tubular than bell-ſhaped, bulging 


on the under fide, purple; the narrow tubular 
Part at the baſe, white. W ip ſometimes 
ſlightly cloven, 

Cnivts, Threads crooked, white, Tips yellow. 


wh WL, Seed. bud greeniſh. Hane erb at its baſe | 
more yellow. Summit cloven. EEE | 


8. V Vas. Capſule net quite fo long as the oup, 


Reo le. Knott and Aras... 6 


i: 1 


vo DU T 10 N. xi 


IN 


"Sree. About 4 feet high; obſcurely angular; leafy. | 


| Leaves. Slightly but irregularly ferrated, wrinkled; 
dark green above, . paler underneath. . Lower 
leaues egg-lhaped;z upper leaves (pear-ſhaped, . . 
Leaf: Malls fleſhy ; bordered. vin tft oſs 


FLowers# Numerous, moſtly growing from one fi de 
of the ſtem and hanging down one over another. 
Floral-leaves ſitting, taper-pointed. The numer- 

_ ous purple bloſſoms hanging down, mottled 
within; as wide and nearly half as long as the 
finger of a common-ſized glove, are ſufficient 
marks whereby the moſt ignorant may diſtinguiſh 
this from every other Britiſh plant; and the 
leaves ought not tobe gathered for uſe but when 
the plant is in Wester: | | 


Pray: Dry, gravelly or ſandy ſoils; padkeülarly 6 on 
| ſloping ground... It is a biennial, and flowers 
from the middle of June to the end of Ju 9. 


I have not obſerved that any of our cattle eat it. 
The root, the ſtem, the leaves, and the flowers have 
a bitter herbaceous taſte, | but I don't perceive that 
nauſeous bitter which has been attributed to it. 


This plant ranks amongſt the LURIDE, one of 
the Linnæan orders in a natural ſyſtem. It ha 
congenera, Nicotiana, ATroea, Hyoscramvs, Daru- 
RA, SOLANUM, &c. ſo that from the knowledge we 
poſſeſs of the virtues of thoſe plants, and reaſoning 
from botanical analogy, we might be led to ans at 
: nenn of its * e 


T in- 
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26 fotended: in 1 og 2p. have. traced. hy 
hiſtory of its effects in di eaſesfram the time of Fuch-. 
ſius, who firſt deſeribes it, but 1 have been antici- 
pated in this intention by my very valuable friend, 

Dr. Stokes of n wow Thy N Tent me 
the following | 


HisroniGar, View of the one 
Digitalis. : 


| Focusmws | in his hilt. ſurp. 1 542. is the bin hor 
who notices it. From him it receives its name of 
Diorraris, in alluſi on to the German name of Fin- 


f gerhut, which fi ignifies A finger-ſtall, from the bloſ- 


ſoms reſembling the finger of a glove. 


| SenSIBLE Los, Leaves bitteriſh, very r nau- 
ſeous. Laws 2225 med. i. 342. | 


—_— 


8 Sen Errrcrs. Some perſons, ſoon after eat- 


| | ing of a ind of omalade, into which the leaves of 
cis, with thoſe of ſeveral other plants, had enter- 


ed as an ingredient, found themſelves much indiſ- 
poſed, and were preſently after attacked with vo- 
mitings. Dopoxæus pempt. 170. 5 


It is a medicine which is proper only for ſtrong 
ns, as it purges very violently, and ex- 


_ cites exceſive vomitings. Rar, N., 767. 


ä judges it to be of a poiſonous nature, 


hiſt. Plant. but Dr. Als rox ranks it among thoſe in- 


= ai vegetables, which, though now difre- 
1 | ws _ of 


' INTRQDUCTION, * 


« garded, are medicines of great virtue, and ſcarce- | | 
« ly inferior to any that the Indies a Lewis = 


Mat. med. * 343. 


Sie or e ſpoonfuls of ths 4 e e 
nauſea and vomiting, and purge ; not without 
ſome marks of a deleterious quality. Hates hilt, n. 1 4 


330 01 | Aerial Infl, * * 92 5 IS 


| The following i is an abtidged Ae. of 
| its EFFECTS upon Tunxkrs. | 


VI. 6 a e at Quleang: aka 3 
chat ſeveral turkey pouts had been killed by being 
fed with Foxglove leaves, inſtead of mullein, he 
gave ſome of the ſame leaves to a large vigorous 
turkey. The bird was ſo much affected that he 3 
could not ſtand upon his legs, he appeared drunk, 
and his excrements became reddiſh. Good nou- £ 
rihment reſtored him to W in eight days. 


Being then ann to 1 the . 
further, he chopped ſome more leaves, mixed them 
with bran, and gave them to a vigorous turkey cock 
which weighed ſeven pounds. This bird ſoon ap- 
peared drooping and melanchaly ; his feathers ſtared, 
his neck became pale and retracted. The leaves 
were given him for four days, during which time 
he took about half a handſul. Theſe leaves had | 
been gathered about eight days, and the winter was - 


far advanced, The excrements, which are natur- 
| all 


S 7 T 7 d. 7 


= KrRODUCTION. 


ally green ind well Hrived, became, from the firſt, 
liquid: and reddiſh, like thoſe of a 9 3 nete Patient. 


The animal refuſing to eat any more of this mix- 
ture which had done him ſo much miſchief, 'T was 


obliged to feed him with bran and water only; but 


notwithſtanding this, he continued drooping, and 
without appetite. At times he. was ſeized with con- 


vulſions, ſo ſtrong as to throw him down; in the 


intervals he walked as if drunk; he did not attempt 


to perch, he uttered plaintive cries. At length he 


refuſed all nouriſnment. On the fifth or ſixth day 


the excrements became as white as chalk; after- 
| terwards yellow, greeniſh, and black. On the eigh- 
: teenth day he died, greatly reduced in Helh, or he 


U 


now FO yy three pounds. 


on opening him we found the heart, the lands, 
the liver, and gall-bladder ſhrunk and' dried up; 
the ſtomach was quite empty, but not deprived of 
its villous coat. Hit. de I Academ. 1748. P. 64. 


; 


EnEV. Tt hath been of later experience 


found alſo to be effectual againſt the falling fick- 


<« nefſe, that divers have been cured thereby; for 
* afterthe taking of the Decoct. manipulor. ii. c. pohh- 


pod. uercin. contus. Fro, in cereviſia, they that have 


been troubled with it twenty-ſix years, and have 
fallen once in 0 weeke, or two or three times in a 


« moneth; have not fallen once in fourteen or fil 


* teen moneths, that i is until the writing hereof.” 
1 7 8 Puͤrlinſon, p. 654. 


Ky S ScROPHULA— 


| 


made up into an 6int 


. 
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* {SCROPHULA + The herb bruiſed# or the Juice 
ment, and apphed toithe 


+ place, hath been found by late experience to be 


+ availeable for the King'sEvill.”- Pank. p. 654. 


Several hereditary inſtances of this diſeaſe ſaid 
to have been cured by it. ArRRAL InrLugnces, þ 
49, 9, quoted by Haiies, hit. n. 330. 


A man with ſerophulous ulcers in various parts of 
the body, and which in the right leg were fo viru- 


lent that its amputation was propoſed, cured by 
fue, expreſs. cochl, i. bis intra XIV, dies, in + funta 


cerev tec iz calidæ. 


The leaves remaining after the W out of the 
juice, were applied every day to the ulcers. Pracł. 
eſs. P. 40. quoted by Murrav apparat. medicam. i. p. 


45 young woman with a ſcrophulous tumour f the 
eye, a remarkable ſwelling of the upper lip, and painful 
tumours of the joints of the fingers, much relieved ; 
but the medicine was left off, on account of its vio- 


| lent effects on a the conſtitution. 16. 1 42 quoted as 
| above, FP 


A num with a 'ſcrophulous tn tumour of the Tight elbow, 


attended for three years with excruciating pains, was 
nearly cured by four doſes of the juice taken once 


a month. Ib. p. 43. as abave. 


The phyſicians and ſurgeons of the Woreeſter In- 
firmary have employed it in ointments and poul- 


tices with Wm * Ih. Pp. 44. It was re- 
com- 
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| I commended ts them by Dr. Baylies of Eveſham, 

| "| M now of Berlin, as a remed for this diſeaſe. Dr. 

| Wall gave it a tryal, as well externally as inter- 
= 4 nally, but their experiments did not lead them to 
=_ obſerve any other properties in it, .than thoſe of a 
i 
| ' 


8 
"oo 
* . 

{ 


highly nauſeating medicine and draſtic purgative. 


1 Wounvs..” In. confiderable: ne or | the 
F healing all kinds of wounds, Lobel. adv. 245. 


* 1 Principally of ub in alvers; which diſcharge c« con- 
11 2 being of little advantage in A as are 
. 5 Hursr, in R. hiſt. 766. | | 


1 Deco Barl is, phyſician to his Pruſſian Majeſty | 
U | informed me, when at Berlin, that he employed it 
| _ Freut ſueceſs i in caries, and obſtinate ſore legs. | 


5 eee Pituitoſe eee i. 657. 2 Boiled 
A in water, or wine, and drunken doth cut and 
« conſume the thicke toughneſſe of groſſe, and 
© ſlimie flegme, and naughtie humours. The 
fame, or boiled with honied water or ſugar, doth 
1 „ ſcoure and clenſe the breſt, ripeneth and bring- 
| & . etch foorth tough and clammie flegme. - It open- 
1 eth alſo the ſtoppage of the liver ſpleene and 
J *© milt,: and of the inwrarda parts.” Gexůxpr hiſt, 
„ 2 ed. J. p. 647. 


. Wende ver Were is my of a rarefying or 
[| 8 extenuating of tough flegme or viſcous humours 
{© troubling the cheſt. the decoction or juice here- 
of made up with ſugar or honey is availeable, as 
a 0 to clenſe and purge the body both upwards 
rich and 


LY 
- 


* 


| INTRQDUCTION. ix 
and. downwards ſometimes, of tough flegme, and. 
10 clammy humours, * notwithſtanding that theſe 
be qualities are found to bee in it. there are but few 
« phyſitions in our times that put it to theſe uſes, 
but it is in a manner wholly neglected. 

0 Fugen, p. 6 54. 


Previous to the year 1777, you informed me of 
the great ſucceſs-you had met with in curing drop- | 
fies by means of the fol. Digitalis, which you then 1 
conſidered as a more certain diuretic than any you 
had ever tried. Some time afterwards, Mr. Ruſſel, 
ſurgeon, of Worceſter, having heard of the ſuc- 
ceſs which had attended ſome caſes in which you 
had given it, requeſted me to obtain for him any 
information you might be inclined to communicate 
relpecting its uſe. In conſequence of this applica- 
tion, you. wrote to me in the following terms. * Ms, 


In a letter which I deen from you in London, f 
dated September 29, 1 778, you write as follows: 
+ T wiſh it was as eafy to write upon the Digitalis . 
+ I deſpair of pleaſing myſelf or inſtructing others, 
in a ſubject ſo difficult. It is much eaſier to 
„write upon a diſeaſe than upon a remedy. The 
+ former is in the hands of nature, and a faithful 

© obſerver, with an eye of tolerable judgment, 

cannot fail to delineate a likeneſs. The latter 
will ever be ſubject to the whims, the inaccura- 

** cies, and the blunders of mankind.” — 


In 


* See the extract from this letter at page 5. 


- + Ir my 
TY Ds 20th, 1799. gave an account of Doctor 


6 INTRODUCTION. 


es 1 find the following memorandum b 


was Withering's 8 practice, with the precautions ne- 
ceſſary to its ſuccefs, to the Medical Society at 
Edinburgh. —Tq the courſe of that year, the Di- 
gitalis was preſcribed in the Edinburgh Infirmary, by 
Dr. Hope, and in the following year, whilſt I was 
Clerk to Dr. Home, as Clinical Profeſſor, I had a 
favourable en of obſerving its ſend} ble ef- 


fedts. 


In one caſe in which it was given properly at firſt, 
the urine began to flow freely on the ſecond day. 
On the third, the ſwellings began to ſubſide. The 
doſe was then increaſed more than quadruple in the 

twenty-four hours. On the fifth day fickneſs came 

on, and much purging, but the urine ſtill increafed 
though the pulſe ſunk to 50. On the 7th day, a 
quadruple doſe of the infuſion was orderedto be taken 
every third hour, ſo as to bring on nauſea again, 
The pulſe fell to forty-four, and at length to thirty- 
_ five in a minute. The patient gradually ſunk and 
died on the ſixteenth day ; but previous to her 
death, for two or three days, her pulſe roſe to near 


done hundred. IIlt is needleſs to obſerve to you, how 


widely the treatment of this caſe differed from the 


method which you have found ſo ſucceſsful. 


—— — 


OF THE PLATE. 


2 3 


"FE figure of the Foxglove, facing the Title 


Page, is copied by the permiſſion and under 


the inſpection of Mr. Curtis, from his admirable 
work, entitled Flora Lonpinensss. The accuracy 
of the drawings, the beauty of the colouring, the full 


deſcriptions, the accurate ſpecific diſtinctions, and 


the uſes of the different plants, cannot fail to recom- 
mend that work to the patronage of all who are in- 
tereſted in the encouragement of genius, or the 
| . of uſeful knowledge. 


EXPLANATI © N. 
Fig. 1. The Empalement. 


Fig. 2, 3, 4. Four Carves two long and two ſhort, 
Ties at firſt large, turgid, oval, touching at 
bottom, of a yellowiſh colour, and often ſpot- 
ted ; laſtly changing both their. form and fitu- 
ation in a ſingular manner. 


Fig. 5, 6, 7. SEEp-Bup rather conical, of a yellow 
green colour. Shaft ſimple. Summit cloven. 


Fig. 8. Honeycup a gland, ſurrounding the bottom 


of the Seed-bud. 
Fig. g. SEED-VESSEL, a pointed oval Capfule, of two 


cells and two valves, the lowermoſt valve ſplit- 


ting in two. 


Fig. 10. Sezvs. numerous, blackiſh, ſmall, lopped 


at each end. 
AN 
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KoDenN PRACTICE. 


Aft the more obvious and ſenfible properties of 

plants, ſuch as colour, taſte, and ſmell, have 
but elk connexion with the diſeaſes they are adapted 
to · cure; fo their peculiar qualities have no certain 


dependence upon their external configuration. Their 


chemical examination by fire, after an immenſe 
waſte of time and labour, having been found uſe- 


leſs, is now abandoned by general conſent. Poſſi- 


bly other modes of analyſis will be found out, 


which may turn to better account ; but we have hi- 


therto made only a very ſmall progreſs in the che- 


miſtry of animal and vegetable ſubſtances. Their 


virtues muſt therefore be learnt, either from obſerv- 


ing their effects upon inſects and quadrupeds; from 
analogy, deduced from the already known powers 


of ſome of their congenera, or from the empirical 


uſages and experience of the populace. 


The firſt method has not yet been much attended | 


to; and the ſecond can only be perfected in propor- 
tion as we approach towards the diſcovery of a truly 

natural ſyſtem; but the laſt, as far as it extends, lies 
A 5 within 


= 
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| REY the reach of every one who i is open to infor- 
mation, regardleſs of the ſource from whence it 


OP | 


It was a 3 of this kind which firſt fixed 
my attention on the Foxglove. 


In ihe year 1775, my opinion was aſked concern- 
ing a family receipt for the cure of the dropſy. I 
was told that it had long been kept a ſecret by an 
old woman in Shropſhire, who had ſometimes made 
cures after the more regular practitioners had failed. 
I was informed alſo, that the effects produced were 
violent vomiting and purging ; for the diuretic ef- 
feats ſeemed to have been overlooked. This medi- 

cine was compoſed of twenty or more different herbs; 
but it was not very difficult for one converſant in 

theſe ſubjects, to perceive, that the active herb cop 
be no other than the Foxglove. | 


My worthy predeceſſor in this place, the very hu- 
mane and ingenious Dr. Small, had made it a Prac- | 
tice to give his advice to the poor during one hour 
in a day. This practice, which I continued until 
we had an Hoſpital opened for the reception of the 
ſick poor, gave me an opportunity of putting my 
ideas into execution in a variety of caſes; for the 
number of poor who thus: applied for advice, 
amounted -to- between two and three thouſand an- 
nually. I ſoon found the Foxglove to be-a very 
| powerful diuretic; but then, and for a conſiderable 


time afterwards, I youu it in doſes very n too 
large 


— 
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large, and urged its continuance too long; for miſ- 
led by reaſoning from the effects of the ſquill, which 
generally acts beſt upon the kidneys when it excites 
nauſea, I wiſhed to produce the ſame effect by the 
Foxglove. In this mode of preſcribing, when I had 
ſo many patients to attend to in the ſpace of one, 
or at moſt of two hours, it will not be expected that 
I could be very particular, much leſs could I take 
notes of all the caſes which occurred. Two or three 
of them only; in which the medicine ſucceeded, I 
find mentioned amongſt my papers. It was from 
this kind of experience that I ventured to aſſert, in 
the Botanical Arrangement publiſhed in the courſe of 
the following ſpring, that the Digitalis purpurea 
+ merited more attention won modern practice be- 


e ſtowed upon it. 


I had not, however, yet introduced it into the more 
regular mode of preſcription; but a circumſtance 
happened which accelerated that event. My truly 
valuable and reſpectable friend, Dr. Aſh, informed 
me that Dr. Cawley, then principal of Brazen Noſe 
College, Oxford, had been cured of a Hydrops Pec- 
toris, by an empirical exhibition of the root of the 
Foxglove, after ſome of the firſt phyſicians of the age 
had declared they could do no more for him. I was 
now determined to purſue my former ideas more 
vigorouſly than before, but was too well aware of 

the uncertainty which mult attend on the exhibition 
of the root of a biennial plant, and therefore conti- 
nued to uſe the leaves. Theſe I had found to vary 


much as to doſe, at different ſeaſons of the year: 
n N but 
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tn) J expected, if gathered always i in one condition 
of the plant, viz. when it was in its flowering Rate, 
and carefully dried, that the doſe might be aſcer- 
tained as exactly as that of any other medicine; nor 
have I been diſappointed in this expectation. The 
more I ſaw of the great powers of this plant, the 
more it feemed neceſſary to bring the doſes of it to 
the greateſt poſſible accuracy. I ſuſpected that this 
degree of accuracy was not reconcileable with the 
uſe. of a decoction, as it depended not only upon the 
care of thoſe who had the preparation of it, but it 
was eaſy to conceive from the analogy of another 
plant of the ſame natural order, the tobacco, that 
its active properties might be impaired by long boil- 
ing. The decoction was therefore diſcarded, and 
the infuſion ſubſtituted in its place. After this I be- 
gan to uſe the leaves in powder, but I ſtill very often 


preſcribe the infuſion. 


Further experience convinced me, that the diure- 
tic effects of this medicine do not at all depend up- 
on its exciting a nauſea or vomiting; but, on the 
contrary, that though the increaſed ſecretion of 
urine will frequently ſucceed to, or exiſt along with 
theſe circumſtances, yet they are ſo far from being 
friendly or neceſſary, that I have often known the 
diſcharge of urine checked, when the doſes have 
en imprudently urged fo as to occaſion ſickneſs. 

Tf the edicine purges, it is almoſt certain to fail | 
in its deſired effect; but this having been the caſe, 


I have ſeen it afterwards ſucceed when joined with 
| ſmall 
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{mall doſes of opium, ſo as to reſtrain its action on 
the bowels. | 


In the farmer of the year 1776, I ordered a 
quantity of the leaves to be dried, and as it then 
became poſſible to aſcertain its doſes, it was gradu- 
ally adopted by the medical practitioners in the cir- 
cle of 1 0 ee ; 


In the month of November 1777, in conſequence 
of an application from that very celebrated ſurgeon, 
Mr. Ruſſel, of Worceſter, I ſent him the following 
account, which I chooſe to introduce here, as ſhew- 
ing the ideas I then entertained of the medicine, 
and how much T was miſtaken as to its real doſe.— 
I generally order it in decoction. Three drams of 
© the dried leaves, collected at the time of the bloſ- 
ſoms expanding, boiled in twelve to eight ounces of 
water. Two ſpoonfuls of this medicine, given eve- 
ry two hours, will ſooner or later excite a nauſea. 
] haveſometimes uſed the green leaves gathered in 
winter, but then I order three times the weight; 
and in one inſtance I uſed three ounces to a pint 
« decoction, before the deſired effect took place. I 
+ conſider the Foxglove thus given, as the moſt cer- 
% tain diuretic I know, nor do its diuretic effects 
” depend merely upon the nauſea it produces, for 
in caſes where ſquill and ipecac. have been fo 
given as to keep up a nauſea ſeveral days together, 
and the flowof urine not taken place, I have found 
the Foxglove to ſucceed; and T have, in more than 


one inſtance, given the Foxglove in ſmaller and 


A3 | -* ore 
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* mare diſtant doſes, ſo that the flow of urine has 


<< taken place without any ſenſible affection of the 
«+ ſtomach; but in general I give it in the manner 
e firſt mentioned, and order one doſe to be taken 
*© after the ſickneſs commences. I then omit all me- 
e dicines, except thoſe of the cordial kind are wanted, 


during the ſpace of three, four, or five days. By 


« this time the nauſea abates, and the appetite be- 
comes better than it was before. Sometimes the 
brain is conſiderably affected by the medicine, and 
indiſtinct viſion enſues; but I have never yet 
found any 8 bad effects from it. — 


” 6 I A it in the Aſcites, Anaſarca, and 8 
e fPectoris; and fo far as the removal of the water 


vill contribute to cure the patient, ſa far may be 


expected from this medicine: but I wiſh it not to 
++ be tried in aſcites of ſemale patients, believing 
that many of theſe caſes are dropſies of the ovaria; 
and no ſenſible man will ever expect to ſee theſe 
*+* encyſted fluids removed by any medicine.” 


— * 


++ T have aften been obliged to evacuate the water 


"7b repeatedly in the ſame patient, by repeating the 


© decoction; but then this has been at ſuch diſtances. 
6 of time as to allow of the interference of other 


medicines and a proper regimen, ſo that the patient 


obtains in the end a perfect cure. In theſe caſes 
the decoction becomes at length ſo very diſagree- 
able, that a much ſmaller quantity will produce the 
++ effect, and I often find it neceſſary to alter its 
e taſte by the addition of Aq. Cinnam. ſp. or Ag. 
Juniper. compoſita. 9, 2 0+ 
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«] allow, and indeed enjoin my patients to drink 
very plentifully of ſmall liquors through the whole 
_ ** courſe of the cure; and ſometimes, where the eva- 
+ cuations have been very ſudden, I have found a 
9 bandage as neceſſary as in the uſe of the trochar.— 


Early in the year 125 a number of dropſical 


caſes offered themſelves to my attention, the conſe- 


quences of the ſcarlet fever and ſore throat which 


had raged ſo very generally amongſt us in the pre- 
ceding year. Some of theſe had been cured by 


ſquills or other diuretics, and relapſed; in others, 
the dropſy did not appear for ſeveral weeks after the 
original diſeaſe had ceaſed: but I am not able to 


mention many particulars, having omitted to make 


notes. 'Fhis, however, is the leſs to be regretted, 


as the ſymptoms in all were very much alike, and. 


they were all without an hn age cured by the For- 
glove. 


This laſt circumſtance encouraged me to uſe the 


medicine more frequently than I had done hereto- 


fore, and the increaſe of practice had taught me to 
E the management of it. 


In February 1779, my friend, Dr. Stokes, commu- 
nicated to the Medical Society at Edinburgh the re- 
ſult of my experience of the Forglove; and, in a let- 
ter addreſſed to me in November following, he ſays, 
Dr. Hope, in conſequence of my mentioning its 
** uſe to my friend, Dr. Broughton, has tried the 
* oxglove in the Infirmary with ſucceſs.” Dr. 


Stokes 
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Stokes alſo tells me that Dr. Hamilton cured Drophe 
with it in the a f- 


1 am informed by my very - gy friend Dr. 
Duncan, that Dr. Hamilton, who learnt its uſe from 
Dr. Hope, has employed it very frequently in the 


Hoſpital at Edinburgh. Dr. Duncan alſo tells me, 
that the late very ingenious and accompliſhed Mr. 
Charles Darwin, informed him of its being uſed by 


his father and myſelf," in caſes of Hydrothorax, and 
that he has ever fince mentioned it in his lectures, 
1 ſometimes ue it in his practice. | 


Ad .. in the year 1 al. it et 6 in the 
new edition of the Edinburgh Pharmacopceia, into 


which, I am told, it was received in conſequence of 


the recommendation of Dr. Hope. But from which, 
I am fatisfied, it will be again very ſoon rejected, 
if it ſhould continne to be exhibited in the unre- 
ſtrained manner in which it has heretofore been 
uſed at Edinburgh, and in the enormous Safes in 
which it is now directed 1 in London. 


In the following caſes the reader will find other 
diſeaſes beſides dropſies; particularly feveral caſes 
of conſumption. I was induced to try it in theſe, 


from being told, that it was much uſed in the Weſt 
of England, in the Phthiſis Pulmonalis, by the 


common people. In this diſeaſe, however, in my 
hands, it has done but little ſervice, and yet I am 
diſpoſed to wiſh it a ſurther trial, for in a copy of 
ie 5 Herbal, which 1 ſaw about two years ago, 

| T found 


— 
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I found the following manufcript note at the article 
Digitalis, written, I believe, by a Mr. Saunders, who 
practiſed for many years with great reputation as a 
ſurgeon and apothecary at Stourbridge, in Worceſ- 
terſhire. — Ws 7 


a Conſumptions are cured infallibly by weak de- 


© coction of Foxglove leaves in water, or wine and 
« water, and drank for conſtant drink. Or take of 


++ the juice of the herb and flowers, clarify it, and 
% make, a fine ſyrup with honey, of which take 


three ſpoonfuls thrice in a day, at phyſical hours. 


++ The uſe of theſe two things of late has done, in 
conſumptive caſes, great wonders. But be cautious 
of its uſe, for it is of a vomiting nature. In 
+ theſe things begin ſparingly, and increaſe the doſe 


+ as the patient's ſtrength will bear, leaſt, inſtead of 


« a ſovereign medicine, you do real damage by this 
{© infuſion or ſyrup.” fo 


The precautions annexed to his encomiums of this 
medicine, lead one to think that he has ſpoken from 
his own proper experience. 


I have lately been told, that a perſon in the neigh- 
bourhood of Warwick, poſſeſſes a famous family re- 
ceipt for the dropſy, in which the Foxglove is the 
active medicine; and a lady from the weſtern part 
of Yorkſhire aſſures me, that the people in her coun- 
try often cure themſelves of dropſical complaints by 
drinking Foxglove tea. In confirmation of this, I 


recolle& about two years ago being defired to viſit a 
| travelling 


— — —— 


— 
— — 
1 


10 INTODUCTION, c. 
travelling Yorkſhire tradeſman. I found him incef- 
fantly vomiting, his viſion indiſtinct, his pulſe forty 
in a minute. Upon enquiry it came out, that his 
wife had ſtewed a large handful of green Foxglove 
leaves in half a pint of water, and given him the 
liquor, which he drank at one draught, in order to 
cure him of an aſthmatic affection. This good wo- 
man knew the medicine of her country, but not 
the doſe of it, for her huſband nen eſcaped 
with his life. | 


It is probable that this rude mode of exhibiting 
the Foxglove has been more general than I am at 
preſent aware of; but it is wonderful that no author 
ſeems to have * acquainted with its * as a 
8 arel 
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In which the Digitalis was given by: the 
Direction of the Author. 


17 1 
I T was in the courſe of this year that I began to 
uſe the Digitalis in dropſical caſes. The pa- 


tients were ſuch as applied at my houſe for advice- 


gratis, I cannot pretend to charge my memory with 
particular caſes, or particular effects, and I had not 
leiſure to make notes. Upon the whole, however, 
it may be concluded, that the medicine was found 
uſeful, or I thould not have continued to employ 
it, | 
C AS = I. 

December 8th. A man about fiſty years of age, 


who had formerly been a builder, but was now much 
reduced in his circumſtances, complained to me of 


an aſthma which firſt attacked him about the latter 
end of autumn. His breath was very ſhort, his 
countenance was ſunken, his belly large; and, up- 
on examination, a fluctuation in it was very percep- 
tible. His urine for ſome time paſt had been ſmall 


in quantity, I directed a decoction of Fol. Digital. 


recent. which made him very ſick, the ſickneſs re- 
curring at intervals for ſeveral days, during which 


time he made a large quantity of water, His breath 
gradually drew eaſier, his belly ſubſided, and in 


about 


12 VFC 
about ten days he began to eat with a keen appetite. 
He afterwards took ſteel and bitters. 


WT 5. «| 75 
Cad. \E. . 

5 14th. A poor man labouring under an 
aſcites and anaſarca, was directed to take a decoction 
of Digitalis every four hours. It purged him ſmart- 
ly, but did not relieve him. An opiate was now 
ordered with each doſe of the medicine, which then 
acted upon the kidneys very Oy.” and he ſoon loſt 
all his complaints. | 


e E III. 

March 15th. A poor boy, about nine years of 
age, was brought for my advice. His countenance 
was pale, his pulſe quick and feeble, his body great- 

ly emaciated, except his belly, which was very large, 

and,. upon examination, contained” a fluid. The 
caſe had been conſidered as ariſing from worms. He 
was directed to take the decoction of Digitalis night 
and morning, It operated as a diuretic, never made 
him ſick, and he got well without my other medi- 


cine. 
3 . A S E N. 
Jus 25th. Mrs. H „of A near 
N- „between . and fifty years of 3 
few weeks ago, after ſome previous indiſpoſition, 
was attacked by a ſevere cold thivering fit, ſucceed- 
ed by fever; great pain in her left ſide, ſhortneſs 
of — — cough, * after ſome days, 


copious 


C:A $S FE. $% #976 13 
copious expectoration. On the 4th of June, Dr. 
Darwin, * was called to her. I have not heard what 
was then done forher, but, between the 15th of Zune, 
and 25th of Fuly, th 1e Doctor, at his different viſits, 
gave her various medicines of the deobſtruent, to- 
nic, antifpamndir Arete and evacuant kinds. 


On the 25th of July I was defired to meet Dr. 
Darwin at the lady's houſe. I found her nearly i in 
a ſtate of ſuffocation; her pulſe extremely weak and 
irregular, her breath very ſhort and laborious, her 
countenance ſunk, her arms of a leaden colour, 
clammy and cold. - She could not lye down in bed, 
and had neither ſtrength nor appetite, but was ex- 


tremely thirſty. © Her ſtomach, legs, and thighs 


were greatly ſwollen; her urine very ſmall in quan- 
tity, not more than a ſpoonful at a time, and that 
very ſeldom. It had been propoſed to ſcarify her 
legs, but the propoſ ition was not acceded to. 


She had experienced no relief from any means that 
had been uſed, except from ipecacoanha vomits; the 
doſe of which had been gradually increaſed from 15 


to 40 grains, but ſuch was the inſenfible ſtate of her 


ſtomach for the laſt few days, that even thoſe very 
large doſes failed to make her ſick, and conſequent- 
ly purged her. In this fituation of things I knew 


of nothing likely to avail us, except the Digitalis: 
but this T heſitated to propoſe, from an apprehen- 


ſion that little could be expected from any thing; 


that an unfavourable termination would tend to 
e 
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* Then reſident at Lichfield, now 4 
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diſcredit a medicine which promiſed to be of great 
benefit to mankind, and I might be cenſured for a 


preſcription which could not be countenanced by 


the experience of any other regular practitioner. 


But theſe conſiderations ſoon gave way to the deſire 
of preſerving the life of this valuable woman, and 


accordingly I propoſed the Digitalis to be tried; 


adding, that I ſometimes had found it to ſucceed 
when other, even the moſt judicious methods, had 
failed. Dr. Darwin very politely, acceded imme- 
diately to my propoſition, and, as he had never 


ſeen it given, left the preparation and the doſe to 
my direction. We therefore mn as follows: $ 


R. Fol. Digital purp. recent. ziv. coque ex 
Ag. fontan. puræ thiſs ad thi. et cola, 
R. Deco. Digital. z iſs. 


Aq. Nuc. rr r zii. M. fiat. hauſt. 2 dis . 


* mend. 


The patient Rs gve of theſe draughts, which 


made her very ſick, and acted very powerfully up- 


on the kidneys, for within the firſt twenty-four 
hours ſhe made upwards of eight quarts of water. 
The ſenſe of fulneſs and oppreſſion acroſs her ſto- 
mach was greatly diminiſhed, her breath was eaſed, 
her pulſe became more full and more regular, and 


the ſwellings of her legs ſubſided. 


"26th. Our patient being thus ſnatched from im- | 


pending deſtruction, Dr. Darwin propoſed to give 


her a decoction of pareira brava and guiacum ſhav- 


| "_ 
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ings, with pills of myrrh and white vitriol ; and, 
if coſtive, a pill with calomel and aloes. To theſe 
propoſitions I gave a ready aſſent. 


3oth. This day Dr. Darwin ſaw her, and di- 
rected a continuation. of the medicines laſt pre- 


| ſcribed. 


Auguſt Iſt. I 3 che antions perfectly free 
from every appearance of dropſy, her breath quite 
eaſy, her appetite much improved, but ſtill very 
weak. Having ſome ſuſpicion of a diſeaſed liver, 


I directed pills of ſoap, rhubarb, tartar of vitriol, 
and calomel to be taken twice a day, with a neutral 


faline draught. 


th. We viſited our patient together, and re- . 


peated the draughts directed on the 26th of June, 
with the addition of tincture of bark, and alſo order- 
ed pills of aloes, guiacum, 0 ſal martis to be ta- 
ken if coſtive. 5 3 


September roth. From this time the management 
of the caſe fell entirely under my direction, and 
perceiving ſymptoms, of effuſion going forwards, I 
deſired that a ſolution of merc. ſubl. corr. * be 
given twice a day. 


169th. The increaſe of the dropſical ſymptoms 
| how made it neceſſary to repeat the Digitalis. The 
dried leaves were uſed in infuſion, and the water 
was preſently evacuated, as before. 
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It is now almoſt nine years fince the Digitalis was 
firſt preſcribed for this lady, and notwithſtanding I 
have tried every preventive method. I could deviſe, 
the dropſy ſtill continues to recur at times; but is 
never allowed to increaſe ſo as to cauſe much dif- 
treſs, for ſhe occaſionally takes the infuſion and re- 
lieves herſelf whenever ſhe chooſes. Since the firſt 
exhibition of that medicine, very {mall doſes have 
been always found ſufficient to amen the flow of | 


urine. 


I have been more particular in the narrative of 

| 5 caſe, partly becauſe Dr. Darwinhas related it ra- 
ther imperfectly i in the notes to his ſon's poſthumous 
publication, truſting, I imagine, to memory, and 
partly becauſe it was a caſe which gave riſe to a ve- 


ry grp uſe of FRY medicine i in er NE of _—_ 
{hire. | e 


41 s Bs a. ba alto 
" RE oth. Mr. 1 At. 35. „Ackes 
and anaſarca, the conſequence of very intemperate 
living. After trying ſquill and other medicines to 
no purpoſe, J directed a decoction of khe Fol. Digi- 
. tal: recent. fix drams to a pint; an eighth part to 
be taken every fourth hour. This made him ſick, 
and produced a copious flow of urine, but not enough 
to remove all the drop̃ſical ſymptoms. After a fort- 
night a ſtronger decoction was ordered, and, upon 
a third trial, à8 the winter advanced, it became 
neceſſary to uſe four ounces to the pint decoction; 


| and thus he got free from all his complaints.” yo” 
| In 


n 
o oy — 
o 
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In Oftober 1777, in conſequence of having pur- 
ſued his intemperate mode' of living, his dropſy re- 
turned, accompanied by evident marks of diſeaſed 
viſcera. A decoction of two drams of Fol. Digital. 

ſiccat. to a pint, once more removed the aroply. He 
took a wane glaſs full thrice a day. 


In January 1778, I was ; deſired to viſit him again. 
I found he had gone on in his uſual intemperate life, 
his countenance Jaundiced, and the dropſy coming 
on apace. After giving ſome deobſtruent medi- 


cines, I again directed the Digitalis, which again 


emptied the water; but he did not ſurvive many 
weeks. 4 


777. 


February —. Mr. 7 AS... Et. 45. Aﬀcites 
and anaſarca, but not much otherwiſe diſeaſed, and 


well enough to walk about the houſe, and ſee after 


her family affairs. I thought this a fair caſe for a 
trial of the Digitalis, and therefore directed a de- 


coction of the freſh leaves, the ſtock of dried ones 
being exhauſted. About a week afterwards, calling 


to ſee my patient, I was informed that ſhe was dead; 
that the third day after my firſt viſit ſhe ſuddenly 
fell down, and expired. Upon enquiry I found 
the had not taken any of the medicine; for the 
now had lain ſo deep upon the ground, that the 
apothecary had not been able to procure it. Had 
B the 


— 
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the medicine been given in a caſe ſeemingly ſo fa- 
vourable as this, and had the patient died under its 
uſe, is it not 2 that the en . * 


been Wtributod: to it? 


* 


8 A S E VII. 


| February 11th, Mr. E-— 5 of W——, Et. 61. x, 
Hydrothorax, aſcites and anaſarca, conſequences of 


hard drinking. He had been attended for ſome 


time by a phyſician in his neighbourhood, who had 
treated his caſe with the uſual” remedies. but with- 
out affording him any relief; nor could I expect to 
ſucceed better by any other medicine than the Digi- 
talis. The dried leaves were not to be had; and 
the green-ones at this ſeaſon being very uncertain in 
their ſtrength, I ordered four ounces of the roots 
in a pint decoction, and directed three ſpoonfuls to 
be given every fourth hour, until it either excited 
naufea, or a free diſcharge of urine; both theſe 
effects took place nearly at the fame time: he made 
a large quantity of water, the fwellings fubſided 
very conſiderably, and his breath became eaſy. Eight 
days afterwards he began upon a courſe of bitters 
and deobſtruents. The dropfical ſymptoms ſoon 
increafed again, but he had ſuffered ſo much from 
the ſeverity of the ſickneſs before, that he was nei- 
ther willing to Uſe, 1 nor I to © give ie ſame medicine 


again. 


"Pettiabe 955 patient might have been faved, if JL 


1 been well * with the mana gement and 
W 
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real doſes of the medicine, which was certainly i in 

this inſtance made very much too ſtrong; and not- 
withſtanding the caution to ſtopthe further exhibition 
when certain effects ſhould take place, it ſeems the 
quantity #5" ſwallowed was ſufficient todiſtreſs 
him ExFFEcung!ys 


8 8 E VII.. 


March 1 ith. Mrs. H— „Et. 32. A few 
days after a tedious labour, had hun legs and thighs 
ſwelled to a very great degree; pale and ſemi-tranſ- 
parent,* with pain in both groins. After a purge of 
calomel and rhubarb, ung. merc. was ordered to be. 
rubbed upon the groins, and the following decoction 
was directed: | | 


R. Fol. Digital. purp. recent. zii. 

- Ad: pure. Ibi. coque v Ibiſs et colatur. adde. 
| Aq. cinn. tip. 3iv. M. capiat. cyath. vinos. 
perv. bis quotidie. | 


The decoction puch W the Kcrotiod 
of urine, and abated the diſtenſion of the legs: in 
a fortnight the ſwelling was gone; but ſome days 
after leaving her bed, her legs ſwelled again about 
the ancles, which was removed by another bottle 
of the decoction on the 21ſt of 1 | 


— 


. 


if This diſeaſe has ny been well deſcribed by Mr. White 
of Mancheſter. 
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March 29th. Mr. t 47. aw 


much deformed; aſthma of vera! years continu- 


ance, but now dropſical to a great degree. Took 


ſeveral medicines without relief and then tried the 


Digitalis, but with no better ſucceſs. 
"x ASSETS 


April roth. G G, Xt. 70. Aſthma and 


anaſarca. Took a decoction of the freſh leaves of 
the Digitalis, which produced violent ſickneſs, but 


no immediate evacuation of water. Aſter the ſick- 
neſs had ceaſed altogether, the urine begen to flow | 


copiouſly, and he was cured. 


CA 8 XI. 

July roth. Mr. M — of T— „Et. 54. A 
very hard drinker; had been affected enge November 
laſt with aſcites and anaſarca, for which he had 
taken ſeveral medicines without benefit. A de- 


coction of the recent leaves of the Digitalis was then 
directed, an ounee and half to a pint, one eighth 


of which I ordered to be given every fourth hour. 
A few doſes brought on great nauſea, indiſtinct vi- 


ſion, and a great flow of urine, ſo as preſently to 
empty him of all the dropſical water. Indeed the 
evacuation was ſo rapid and ſo complete, that it be- 
came neceſſary to apply a bandage round the belly, 


and to ſupport him with cordials. 


1 In 
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In ſomething more than a year and a half, his 
dropſy returned,” but the Digitalis did not then 


ſucceed, to our wiſhes. In Auguſt, 1779, he was 
tapped, and lived afterwards only about five weeks. 


"Fol more ena, ſee the extract of a letter 
rom Mr. Lyon. 


G 8 E XII. 


September 12th. Miſs C of T „Et. 48. 
An ovarium droply, and anafarcous legs and thighs. 
For three months in the beginning of this year ſhe 
had been under the care of Dr. Darwin, who at 
different times had given her blue vitriol, elaterium, 
and calomel; decoction of pareira brava, and guia- 
cum wood, with tincture of cantharides ; oxymel of 
ſquills, decoction of parſley roots, &. Finding no 
relief, ſhe diſcontinued the uſe of medicines, until 
the urgency. of her ſymptoms induced her to afk 
my advice about the end of Auguſt, She was great- 
ly emaciated, and had almoſt a total loſs of appetite. 
I firſt tried ſmall. doſes of Merc. ſublim. corr. in 
folution, with decodtion of burdock roots, and bliſ- 
ters to the thighs. No advantage attending the 
uſe of this plan, I directed a decoction of Fol, 
Digit. a dram and half to a pint; one ounce. to be 
taken twice a day. It preſently reduced the anaſar- 
cous ſwellings, but made no alteration in the diſten- 
don of the abdomen. | 


BE 3 OR: 


tines AARON. AF 2" AAA ——— BM nes rs — 


22 K 8 E S. 199 


© As 15 1 


Oclober gth. Mrs. B- „Et. 40. 4 ova- 
rium dropſy. Took a decodiion of Digitalis without 
effect. Her life was preſerved for ſome years by 
repeated tapping. 


x 8 
7 E Wd 


February 8th. Mr. R— of K -. Had 
formerly ſuffered much from wats, and lived very 
intemperately. Jaundiced countenance ; aſcites ; 
legs and thighs greatly ſwollen; appetite none; ex- 
tremely weak; confined to his bed. Had taken 
many medicines from his apothecary without advan- 
tage. I ordered him decoction of Digitalis, and a 
cordial ; but he ſurvived: BY a few days. 


ir We E „Nh. 


March 13th. Mr. M ” Ae. 54. A thorax 
greatly deformed; na through the winter, ſuc- 
ceeded by dropſy in belly and legs. Pulſe very 
ſmall; face leaden coloured ; cough ; almoſt continual. 
Decoction of ſeneka was directed, and Wan doſes 

of Dover's powder at night. A)? 9 


17th. Gum-ammoniac and quill, 3 elixir 
paregor. at night. — 26th, Squill and decoction of 


ſeneka. goth. His complaints ſtill increaſing, de- 
coction 
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coction of Digitalis was then directed, which relieved 


him in a few days; but his complaints returned 


again, and he died in the month of June. 


1; he „ n 


Auguſt, 13th. Mr. 3 Et. 33. Pulmonary 
conſumption and dropſy. The Digitalis, and thit 
failing, other diuretics were uſed, in hopes of gain- 
ing ſome relief from the diſtreſs occaſioned by the 


1 ical ſymptoms; but none of them were effectu- 


He was then attended by another phyſician, 
” died in about two months. 


CAS E. XVII. 

September 21ſt, Mrs. M— . 0 ) 
Et. 50. An ovarium dropſy. She took half a let 
of Infuſ. Digitalis, which made her ſick, but did not 
increaſe the quantity of urine, She was afterwards 
| ee tapping. 5 | 


+ — A 8 E xvi. 


 Oftober 28th. Beals W, Et. 33. Aſcites | 


and univerſal anaſarca; countenance quite pale 
and bloated ; appetite none, and the little food he 
forces down is [away rejected. 
R. Fol. Digit 2 ſiccat, 1. " 
Ag. bull. Thi. digere per horas dus, et colat. 
adde ag. junip. 9 2111, 


He 


ww | Ga $8 5:46 


He was directed to take one ounce of this infuſio ion 
every two hours until it ſhould make him ſick. 
This was on Wedneſday. The fifth doſe made 
him vomit. On Thurſday afternoon. he vomited 
again very freely, without having taken any more 
of the medicine. On Friday and Saturday he made 
more water than he had done for a week before, | 
and the ſwellings of his face and body were con- 
fiderably : abated. He was directed to omit all medi- 
cine ſo long as the urine continued to flow freely, | 
and alſo to keep an account of the y! he made 
in twenty-four bol. 


Theſe were his reports; 
October 31ſt. Saturday, 5 half pints. 
November Z 

end. Monday, 8 
3d. Tueſday, 8 
4th. Wedneſday, 7 
5th. Thurſday, 8 

On Wedneſday he began to purge, and the 
purging {till continues, but his appetite is better 
than he has known it for a long time. No ſwelling 
remains but about his ancles, extending at __ | 


half way up his legs. 


Omit all medicines at preſent. 7 

7th. Saturday, 72 half pints. ED 

Sth. Sunday: 8 5 5 

gth. Monday, 63 

Job; Cuban, © 8 
11th. Wedneſday, 7” 
12th, Thurſday, 67 


% — es 
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On Tueſday the 17th, ſome ſwelling ſtill remain- 
ed about his ancles, bat he _ in 1 other re- 
ſpect e W eee 


o 


He ne a ſew more doſes of the infuſion, and no 
other medicine. 


0 Mow * E XIX. 
. 8th. W. — oy „Et. 60. A hard 
drinker. Diſeaſed viſcera; aſcites and anaſarca. 


An infuſion of Digitalis was directed, but it had no 
other effect than to > make him fick. 


1779. 


In the beginning of this year we had many drop- 
ſies in children, who had ſuffered from the Scarlatina 
Anginoſa; they all yielded very readily to the Digi- 
talis, but in ſome the medicine purged, and then 
it did not prove diuretic, nor did it remove the 
dropſy until opium was joined with it, ſo as to pre- 
vent it purging. I did not keep notes of theſe 
caſes, but I do not recollect a ſingle inſtance in 

which the an failed to effect a cure. 


0 A 8 E XX. 


7 iſt. Mr. H— 
legs and thighs prodigiouſly anaſarcous; a very diſ- 
treſſing ſenſe of fulneſs and tightneſs acroſs his ſto- 


mach; urine in ſmall quantity; ; pulſe intermitting ; 3 


breath very ſhort, 
He 


— als 
— - — — wy 
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Hydrops Pectoris : | 


He had ** various beet and been bliC- 
tered, but without relief. His complaints continu- 
ing to increaſe, I directed an infuſion of Digitalis, 
which made him very ſick; acted powerfully as 2 
diuretic, and removed all his N ee 501 81 


About three months — he was out upon 

2 journey, and, after taking cold, was ſuddenly | 
ſeized with difficulty of breathing, and violent pal- 
pitation of his heart: he ſent for me, and I ordered 
the infuſion as before, which very ſoon removed 
his complaints. He is now active and well; but, 
whenever he takes cold, finds ſome return of difficult 
breathing, which he ſoon removes by a doſe or two 
of the infuſion. \ a7 


1 1 


FS WA sth. Airs. M——, At. 69. Hydrotho: 
rax, (called aſthma) aſcites and anaſarca. I di- 
rected an infuſion of Fol. Digital. ficcat. three drams 
to a pint; a ſmall wine glaſs to be taken every third 
or fourth hour. It made her violently ſick, acted 
powerfully as a diuretic, ſet her breath perfectly at 
liberty, and carried off the ſwelling of her legs; 
when ſhe was nearly emptied, ſhe became ſo lan- 
guid, that I thought it neceſſary to order cordials, 
and a large bliſter. to her back. Mr. Ward, who 
attended as her apothecary. tells me ſhe had ſome 


return of her aſthma in June and Otlober following, 
which was each time removed by the ſame medicine. 


CASE 
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1 1ith. Mr. 3 At. 59. Aﬀcites 
and general anaſarca. A large corpulent man, and 
a hard drinker: he had repeatedly ſuffered under 


complaints of this kind, but had been always re- 
lieved by the judicious aſſiſtance of Dr. Aſh. In 


the preſent inſtance, however, not finding relief as 
uſual from the preſcriptions of my worthy friend, 

he ſent for me; after examining into his ſituation, and 
informing myſelf what had been done to relieve him, 
I was ſatisfied that the Digitalis was the only medi- 


cine from which I had any thing to hope. It was 


therefore directed; but another patient requiring 
my aſſiſtance at a diſtance from town, I deſired he 
would not begin the medicine before TI. returned, 
which would be early on the third day; for I was 
well aware of the difficulties before me, and that 
he would inevitably fink under too rapid an evacu- 


ation of the water. On my return I was informed, 
that the preceding evening, as he fat on his chair, 


his head funk upon his breaſt, and he died. 


This caſe, as well as caſe VI. is mentioned with 
a view to demonſtrate to younger practitioners, how 


ſudden and unexpected the deaths of dropſical pati- 


ents ſometimes happen, and how cautious we ſhould 
be in aſſigning cauſes for effects. 


„ XXIII. 


4401 31ſt. Mr. C- „Et. 57. Diſeaſed 
viſcera, jaundice, aſcites and . After try- 
* 


ing . draughts, glb Purges, * 

of tartar, pills of gum ammoniac, ſquills, and 
ſoap, ſal ſuccini, eleterium, &c. infuſion of Digi- 
talis was directed, which removed all his urgent 
ſymptoms, and te: W a e 1 ſtate of 
n 192d Þ; | 


144 


£465 /B- XXIV. 


ee 1 fh. J was deſi ke to vil t Mr. "EE 
At. 63; a middle ſized man; rather thin; not ha- 
bitually intemperate ; found him in bed, where he 
had been for three days, He was in a ſtate of furi- 
ous inſanity, and had been gradually lofing his rea- 
ſon for ten days before, but was not outrageous the 
firſt week : his apothecary had given him ten grains 
of emetic tartar, a dram of ipecacoanha, and an 
ounce of tincture of jallap, in the ſpace of a few 
hours, which ſcarcely made him fick, and only oc- 
caſioned a ſtool or two; upon enquiring into the 
uſual ſtate of his health, I was told that he had been 
troubled with ſome difficulty of breathing for thirty 
years paſt, but for the nine laſt years this complaint 
had increaſed, ſo that he was often obliged to ſit up 
the greater part of the night; and, for the laſt year, 
the ſenſe of ſuffocation was ſo great, when he lay 
down, that he often ſat up for a week together. His 
father died of an afthma before he' was fifty. A few 
years ago, at an election, where, he drank more 
than uſual, his head was affected as now, but in a 
lighter degree, and his aſthmatic ſymptoms vaniſh- 


ed; and now, notwithſtanding he has been ſeveral 
days 


, 
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days in ns vo ant not _ leaſt, 1 in 
enn 7 QUBBSTIUL einigt pt 


1 


4 00 


Aepichen daß bong tis mi; gdm b ba owing 
to the ſame cauſe-which had heretofore occaſioned 
the aſthma, and that this cauſe was water; I ordered 
a decodtion of the Fol. ſiccat Digital, three drams to 
half a pint; three ſpoontuls to be taken every third 
hour: the fourth doſe made him ſick ; the medicine 
was then ſtopped; the ſickneſs continued at inter- 
vals, more or leſs, ſor four days, during which time 


he made a great quantity of water, and gradually 


became more rational. On the fifth day his appe- 
tite began to return, and the ſickneſs ceaſed, but 
the flow of urine till continued. 


120 


bio week 3 I faw him again, and examined 


him particularly; his head was then perfectly ra- 


tional, apetite very good, breath quite eaſy, per- 
mitting him to lie down in bed without inconveni- 

ence, makes plenty of water, coughs a little, and 
expectorates freely. He took no other medicine, 
| cxreyn a little rhubarb when coſtive. 


C A s E XXV. 


e 1 7 Mr. 4 * At. 50. Subject 
to an aſthmatical complaint for more than twenty 
years, but was this year much worſe than uſual, 


and ſymptoms of dropſy appeared. In July he 


took G. ammon. ſquill and ſeneka, with inful. 
amarum and foſſil alkaly. In Auguſt, infuſum amar. 
Eng” | bi with 
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with vin. chalyb. and at bed-time pil. ſiyr. and 


ſquill. His complaints increaſing, the ſquill was 
puſhed as far as could be borne, but without any 
good effect. September 1 5th, an infuſion of _— 
was 957: omg; _ 1 died ne next pan off 


0 A 8 E XXVI. 


© September 18th. ” iy 1 At. 30. "After 2 
ſevere child-bearing, found both her legs and thighs 
ſwelled to the utmoſt ſtretch of the ſkin. They 


| looked pale, and almoſt tranſparent. The caſe be- 


ing ſimilar to that related at No. VIII. 1 determined 
upon a ſimilar method of treatment; but as this pa- 

tient had an inflammatory ſore throat alſo, I wiſhed 
to get that removed firſt, and in three or four days 
it was done. I then directed an infuſion of Digi- 
talis, which ſoon increaſed, the urinary ſecretion, 
and reduced the ſwellings, without any diſturbance 
of her ſtomach. „ 


* 


* few days after quitting her bed = coming 
down ſtairs, ſome degree of ſwelling i in her legs re- 
turned, which was removed by calomel, an opening 
elecuary, ang * n of * 
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asbe- Ei -Mr. N a little man, rah 2 
ſpine and thorax greatly deformed; for more than 
a year paſt had complained of difficult reſpiration, 
and a ſenſe of fulneſs about his ſtomach ; theſe com- 


| 3 844 increaſing, his abdomen mera enlarged, 


and 
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aud a fluctuation in it became perceptible. He had 
no anafarca, no appearance of difeaſed viſcera. and 
no great paucity of urine. Purges and diuretics of 
different kinds affording him no relief, my aſſiſtance 
was deſired. Aſter trying ſquill medicines without 
effect, he was ordered to take Pulv. fol. Digital. in 
{mall doſes. Theſe producing no fenſible effect, 
the dofes were gradually increaſed until nauſea was 
excited; but there was no alteration in the quantity 
of urine, and conſequently no relief to his com- 
plaints. I then adviſed tapping, but he would not 
hear of it; however, the diſtreſs occaſioned by the 
increaſing fulneſs of his belly at length compelled 
him to ſubmit to the operation on the 20th of Vo- 
vember. It was neceſſary to draw off 385 water again 
n the following days 
5 December the N 
— - 27th. 311 20 
1780. February ythe 4m. 
— — 23d. 
March the 9th. | 


During the intervals, no » ited I wah think of 
was omitted to prevent the return of the diſeaſe, 
but nothing ſeemed to avail. In the operation of 
February 23d, his ſtrength was ſo much reduced, 
that the water was not entirely removed; and on 
the gth of March, before his belly was half empti- 
ed, notwithſtanding the moſt judicious application 
of bandage, his debility was ſo great, that it was 
judged prudent to ſtop. After being placed in bed, 
the faintneſs and ſickneſs continued; ſevere rigors 

e | enſued, 
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enſued; and violent yomiting ; theſe vomitings con- 
tinued through the night, and in the intervals he 
lay in a ſtate nearly approaching to ſyncope. The 


next day I found him with nearly the fame ſymp- 
toms, but remarked that the quantity of fluid he 


had thrown up was very much -more than what he 
had taken, and that his abdomen was conſiderably 
fallen; in the courſe of two or three days more, he 


diſcharged the whole of the effuſed fluid ; his ſtrength 


and appetite gradually returned, and he was in ali 
reſpects much N than be En e deen Vie 
laſt ee 5 4 An gf a | 
Base time nnch his belly RL to Al 
again, and he again applied to me; upon an accu- | 


rate examination, I judged the quantity of fluid 


might then be about four or five quarts. Nature 
had pointed out the true method of cure in this 
caſe ;_ I therefore ordered him to bed, and directed 
ipecacoanha vomits to be given night and morning: 
in two or three days the whole of the water was 
removed by vomiting, for he never purged, nor 
was the quantity! of his urine increaſed ; his appe- 
tite and ſtrength gradually returned; he never had 
any further relapſe, and is now an active healthy 
man.' I muſt leave the reader to make his own re- 
flections on this e e caſe. 5 
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* Rs Captain v „Et. 42. Had 
ſuffered much from reſiding in hot climates, and 
N g very freely, particularly rum in large quan- 

He had tried many phyſicians before I ſaw 
kim, but nothing relieved him. I found him 
greatly emaciated, his countenance of a browniſh 
yellow; no appetite, extremely low, diſtreſſing 
fulneſs acroſs his ſtomach ; legs and thighs greatly | 
ſwollen; palſe quick, and very feeble; urine in . 


ſmall quantity. As he had evidently only a few 
days to live, I ordered him nothing but a ſolution 
of fal diureticus in cinnamon water, ſlightly acidu- 


lated with ſyrup of lemons. This medicine effect- 


ing no change, and his ſymptoms becoming daily 
more diſtreſſing, I directed an infuſion of Digitalis. 


A few doſes occaſioned a copious flow of urine, 
withont ſickneſs or any other diſturbance. The me- 


| dicine was diſcontinued; and the next day the urine 


continuing to be ſecreted very plentifully, he loſt 
his moſt diſtreſſing complaints, was in great ſpirits, 
and ate a pretty good dinner. In the. evening, as 
he was converſing chearfully with ſome friends, he 
ſtooped forwards, fell from his chair, and died in- 


ſtantly. Had he been in bed, I think there is rea- 
ſon to believe this fatal ſyncope, if ſuch it was, 


would not have happened. 
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n 6th. Mr. H „t. 63. A corpu- 
lent man; had fuffered much From gout, which for 
the laſt year or two had formed very imperlealy. 
He had now ſymptoms of water in his cheſt, his 
belly and his legs. An infuſion of Digitalis removed | 
theſe complaints; and after being confined for the 
greater part of the winter, he was well enough to 
get abroad again. In the courſe of a month the 
dropſical ſymptoms returned, and were again re- 
moved by the ſame medicine. Bitters and tonics 


were now occaſionally preſcribed, but his debility 


gradually increaſed, and he died ſome time after- 
wards; but the dropſy never returned. 


CAS E XXX. 


der 1th. Mr. D. „Et. go. Aſcites 
and anafarca, with frmatoing of P He had 
been a very hard drinker. The infuſum Digitalis 
removed his dropſical ſymptoms, and he was ſuffi- 
uy recovered,to take a journey ; but as the 
ſpring advanced, the conſumptive ſymptoms in- 
creaſed, and he died ſoon afterwards, PPE: ema- 
ciated. 33 ö 


4 8 XXXI. 
March 5th. I was deſired to viſit Mrs. H- 
a very delicate woman, who after a ſevere lying-in, 


9205 her legs and thighs {wollen to a very great ge --, 
| { | | gree ; 7 
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gree; pale and ſemi-tranſparent. I found her ex- 
tremely faint, her pulſe very ſmall and ſlow; vomit- 


ing violently, and frequently purging. She was at- 


| tended by a gentlemaß who had ſeen me give the 
Digitalis i in a ſimilar caſe of ſwelled legs after a lying- 

in (ſee Caſe XXVI.) about fix months before. He 
| had not conſidered that this patient was delicate, 
the other robuſt ; nor had he attended to ſtop the 


exhibition of the medicine when its effects began to 


take place. The great diſtreſs of her ſituation was 
evidently owing to the imprudent and unlimited 
uſe of the Digitalis. I was very apprehenſive for 


her ſafety; ; ordered her cordials and volatiles; a we 


ſupply of wine, chamomile tea with brandy for 


common drink, and bliſters. The next day the ſitu- 
ation of things was much the ſame, but, with all this 


diſturbance no increaſed ſecretion of urine. The ſame 
methods were continued; an opiate ordered at night, 
and liniment. volatile upon flannel applied to the 
groins, as ſhe now complained of great pain in thoſe 


parts. The third day the nauſea was leſs urgent, 


the vomitings leſs frequent, the pulſe not fo ſlow. 
Camphorated ſpirit, with cauſtic volatile alkaly, was 
applied to the ſtomach, emulſion given for common 
drink, and the ſame medicines repeated. From 
this time, the intervals became gradually longer be- 
tween the fits of vomiting, the flow of urine in- 
creaſed, the ſwellings ſubſided, the appetite return- 


ed, and the recovered perfectly. . 
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ſtroke had for ſome weeks 
his left ſide, and he complained much of his breath, 
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March 16th. Mr. D—, t. 70. A paralytic 
aſt impaired the uſe of 


and of a ſtraitneſs acroſs his fomach; at length, an 
anaſarca and aſcites appearing, I had no doubt as to 


the cauſe of the former ſymptoms; but, upon ac- 
count of his advanced age, and the paralytic aſſec- 


tion, I heſitated to give the Digitalis, and there- 
fore tried the other uſual modes of practice, until 


at length his breath would not permit him to lie 


down in bed, and his other ſymptoms increaſed ſo 
rapidly as to threaten a ſpeedy diſſolution. In this 
dilemma I ventured to preſcribe an infuſion of the 
Fol. ficcat. Digital. which preſently excited a copious 
flow of urine, and made him very fick; a ſtrong 
infuſion of chamomile flowers, with brandy, relieved 
the ſickneſs, but the diuretic effects of the Digitalis 
continuing, his dropſy was removed, and his breath- 
ing became eaſy. The palſy remained nearly in 


the ſame ſtate. He lived until Augu/t 1782, and 
without any return of the droply. | | 


VVV 
March 18th. Miſs S— - Mi 5. Hydrocepha- 


lus internus. As the caſe did not yield to calomel, 
when matters were nearly advanced to extremities, 
it occurred to me to try the Infuſum Digitalis; a 
few doſes of which were given, but had 1 no ſenſible 
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effect. 
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March 19th. A young lady, ſoon after the birth 
of an illegitimate child, became infane. After be- 
ing near a month under my care, ſwellings of her 
legs, which at firſt had been attributed to weakneſs, 
extended to her thighs and belly; her urine became 
foul, and ſmall in quantity, and the infanity re- 
mained nearly the fame. As it had been very dif- 
ficult to procure evacuations by any means, I or- 
dered half an ounce of Fol. Digital. fi ccat. in a 
pint infuſion, and directed two ſpoonfuls to be giv- 
en every two hours: this had the deſired effect; 
the dropſy and the inſanity diſappeared together, 
and ſhe had afterwards no other medicine but ſome 
aperient pills to take occafi omen þ 


C As E XXXV. 


Abril 12th. Mr. R K For the laſt 
three or four years had had more or leſs of what 
was conſidered as aſthma;—it appeared to me Hy- 
drothorax. I directed an infuſion of Digitalis, 
which preſently removed his complaints. In June 
following he had a relapſe, and took two grains of 
the Pulv. fol. Digit. three times a day, which cured 
him after taking forty grains, and he has never had. 
a return. | 


C2. i, Þ- NT 


= C4 ES aw 


CASE XXXVI. 


May 15th. Mrs. H, t. 40. A ſpaſmo- 
dic aſthma, attended with ſymptoms of effuſion. 
An infuſion of Digitalis relieved her very conſider- 
ably, and ſhe lived four years afterwards without 
any relapſe. | | 


CAS E XXXVI. 
May 26th. R B. . Scrophu- = 
lous, conſumptive, and at Engl anaſarcous. Took 


Infuſ. Digital. without * Died the July 
following. 5 


CASE XXXVII. 


June 4th. Mrs. S , of W „Et 49. 
Aſcites and anaſarca. Had taken many er 
firſt from her apothecary, aſterwards by the direc- 
tion of a very judicious and very celebrated phyſi- 
cian, but nothing retarded the increaſe of the 
dropſy. I firſt ſaw her along with the phyſician. 
mentioned above, on the 14th of May; we direct- 
ed an electuary of chryſtals of tartar, and Seltzer 
water for common drink; this plan failing, as others 
had done before, we ordered the Infuſ. Digital. which 
in a few days nearly removed the dropſy. I then 
left her to the care of her phyſici cian; but her con- 
ſtitution was too much impaired to admit of reſtor- 
ation to health, and TI undetfiand * died a few 
weeks afterwards. 
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June 13th. Mr. P „Et. 35. A very 


hard drinker, was attacked with a ſevere hæmoptoe, 


which was followed by aſcites and anaſarca. He 


had every appearance of diſeaſed viſcera, and his 
urine was ſmall in quantity. The powder and the 
_ infuſion of Digitalis were given at different times, 
but without the deſired effect. Other medicines 
were tried, but in vain. Tapping prolonged his 
exiſtence a few weeks, and he died early in the 
following autumn. 


An 200 

June 27th. Mr, Wo—, Et. 37. An'appa- 

rently aſthmatic affection, gradually increaſing for 
three or four years, which not yielding to the uſual 
remedies, he took the infuſion of Digitalis. Two 
or three doſes made him very fick ; but he thought 
his breathing relieved. After one week he took it 
again, and was ſo much better as to want no other 
medicine. 


In the courſe of the following winter he became 
hectic, and died ee about a year after- 
wards, 


(6:48 3+ M0 
Fuly 6th. Mr. E-—, #t. 57. Hydrothorax 


and anafarca z his "beat lo ſhort that he could not 


lie 


| 
| 
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| 
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lie down. After a trial of ſquill, fixed Aly, and 
dulcified ſpirit of nitre, I directed Pulv. Digital. 
gr. 2, thrice a day. In four days he was able to 
come down ſtairs; in three days more no appearance 
of diſeaſe remained ; and under the uſe of aromatics 


and ſmall doſes of opium, he ſoon recovered his 


2 85 5 
r 
Jah 7th. Miſs H of "NWN At. 39. In 


the laſt ſtage of a phthiſis pulmonalis became dropſi- 
cal. She took the Digitalis without being relieved, 
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- July gth. Mrs. F=——, Et. 70. A chear- 
ful, ſtrong, healthy woman; but for a few years 
back had experienced a degree of difficult breathing 
when in exerciſe. In the courſe of the laſt year her 
legs ſwelled, and ſhe felt great fulneſs about her 
ſtomach. Theſe ſymptoms continued increaſing 
very faſt, notwithſtanding ſeveral attempts made by 
a very judicious apothecary to relieve her. The 
more regular practitioner failing, ſhe had recourſe 
to a quack, who I believe plied her very powerfully 
with Daphne laureola, or ſome draſtic purge of that 
kind. I found her greatly reduced in ſtrength, her 


belly and lower extremities ſwollen to an amazing 
ſize, her urine ſmall in quantity, and her appetite 


greatly impaired. For the firſt fortnight of my at- 
tendance bliſters were applied, ſolution of fixed 
ly, decoction of ſeneka with vitriolic æther, 


chryſtals 
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chryſtals of tartar, ſquill and cordial medicines were 
ſucceſſively exhibited, but with no advantage. I 
then directed Pulv. Fol. Digital. two grains every 
four hours. After taking eighteen grains, the urine 
began to increaſe. The medicine was then ſtopped. 
The diſcharge of urine continued to increaſe, and 
in five or ſix days the whole of the dropſical water 
_ paſſed off, without any diſturbance to the ſtomach 
or bowels. As the diſtenſion of the belly had been 
very great, a ſwathe was applied, and drawn gradu- 
ally tighter as the water was evacuated. As no pains 
were ſpared to prevent the return of the dropſy, 
and as the beſt means I could deviſe proved unequal 
to my wiſhes, both in this and in ſome other caſes, 
I ſhall take the liberty to point out the methods 
I tried at different times in as conciſe a manner as 
poſſible, for the knowledge of what will not do, may 
ſometimes aſſiſt us to diſcover what will. 5 
1780. HEM 
Fuly 18th. Infuſum amarum, „455 Seltzer water. 8 
September 22d. Neutral ſaline ae with tinct. 
.. canthan.-- : | 
26th. Pills of ſoap, Ye and millepedes. 
goth. The ſame pills, with infuſum amarum. 
Ofober 11th. Pills of aloes, aſſafetida, and ſal mar- 
tis, in the day-time, and mercury rubbed down, 
at night. 
December 21ſt. The accent of water now re- 
quired a repetition of the Digitalis. It was di- 
rected in infuſion, a dram and half to eight ounces, 


and an ounce and half given * fourth hour, 
until 
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until its effects began to appear. The water was 
ſoon carried off. 
n Sal diuretic. twice a day. Tod eat n 
garlic frequently. 5 


1781. 

rn iſt. Pills of calomel, ſquill and gum am- 
moniac. 

3d. Infuſion of Digitalis repeated, and after the 
water was carried off, Dover's powder was tried 
as a ſudorific. 

March 18th. Infuſ. Digital. repeated. | 

26th. Pills of ſal martis and aromatic ſpecies, with 

infuſum amarum. 


May 5th. Being 'feveriſh; James's cad and 


ſaline draughts. 
Toth. Laudanum every night, and an opening 
tincture to obviate coſtiveneſs. 
24th. Infüſ. Digitalis, one ounce only every fourth 
hour, which ſoon procured a perfect evacnation 
ol the water. | 
Auguſt 11th. Infuf. Digitalis. 
October 19th. An emetic, and fol. Cicut. pulv. 
ten grains every fix hours. 
Novenber 8th. A mercurial bolus at bed-time. 
16th. Infuſ. Digitalis. 7 


Decenber 23d. An emetic—Pills of ſeneka and gum 


ammoniac—Viitriolic acid in every thin 8 ſhe 
drinks. 

25th. Squill united to mall doſes of opium. 
1782. 

Fanuary 2d. A ohiblololiis cough—Syrup of gar- 


lic and oxymel of ſquills. A bliſter to the back. 
; 4th. Iincture 
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4th. Tincture of cantharides and paregoric elixir. - 

28th. Infuſ. Digitalis, half an ounce every morn- 
ing, and one ounce every night, was now ſuffi- 
cient to empty he.. 

March 26th. Infuf. Digitalis; and when emptied, 
vitriol of copper twice a day 

April 1ſt. A cordial mixture for occaſional aa... 

Two months afterwards a purging came on, which 
every now and then returned, inducing great 
weakneſs—her appetite failed, and ſhe died in 


in July. 
INTERVALS. 


From July gth, 1780, to December 21ſt, 171 PO 

From December 21ſt to February 3d, 1781, 34 days. 

From February 3d to March 18th, 44 days. 

From March 18th to May 24th, 66 days. 

From May 24th to Auguſt 11th, 79 days. 

From Auguſt 11th to November 16th, 98 days. 

From November 16th to TOR 28th, 1702, 74 
days. 

From January 28th to March 26th, 57 days. 


None of the accumulations of water were at all 
equal to that which exiſted when J firſt ſaw her, for 
finding ſo eaſy a mode of relief, ihe became impa- 
tient under a ſmall degree of preſſure, and often 
inſiſted upon taking her medicine ſooner than I 
thought it neceſſary. After the 26th of March the 
degree of effuſion was inconfiderable, and at the 
time of her death very trifling, being probably c Car- 
ried off by the diarrhoea. | 

CASE 
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A XLIV. 
uh 12th. Mr. H, of A „Et. 60. In 
the laſt ſtage of a life 0 to a termination by 


free living,” dropſical ſymptoms became the moſt 
_ diſtreſſing. He wiſhed to take the Digitalis. It 


was given, but afforded no relief. 
e E. XL. : 
| Jay 1 FL r S . 40 Aſthma, or 


rather hydrothorax, anaſarca, and ſymptoms of a 
diſeaſed liver. He was directed to take two grains 
of Pulv. fol. Digital. every two hours, until it pro- 
duced ſome effect. It ſoon removed the dropfical 
and aſthmatic affections, and ſteel, with Seltzer wa- 
ter, reſtored 1 to health. | 
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Auguſt 6th. Mr. 83 Et. 3 5. Aſcites and 
anaſarca. Pulv. Digital. grains three, repeated every 


fourth hour, until he had taken two ſcruples, remov- 


ed every appearance of dropſy in a few days. He 


was then directed to take ſolution of merc. ſublimat. 


and ſoon recovered his health and ſtrength. 
A s E Nun 
Auguſt 16th. Mr. G—, of W 


e 


Aſthma of many years duration, and lately an in- 
cipient anaſarca, with a paucity of urine. He had 
never lived intemperately, was of a chearful diſpo- 


ſition, and very ſenſible: for ſome years back had 
8+ mw 
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loſt all reliſh for animal food, and his only ſupport 
had been an ounce or two of bread and cheeſe, or 
a ſmall ſlice of ſeed-cake, with three or ſour pints 
of mild ale, in the twenty-four hours. After try- 


ing chryſtals of tartar, fixed alkaly, ſquills, &c. I 


directed three grains of Puly. fol. Digital. made 
into pills, with G. ammoniac, to be. given every fix 
hours; this preſently occaſioned copious diſcharges 
of urine, removed his ſwellings, and reſtored him 
to his uſual ſtandard of health. | 
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ta 17th. T: B , Eſq. of K 
Mt. 46. Jaundice, dropſy, and great hardneſs in 
the region of the liver. Infuſion of Digitalis carri- 
ed off all the effuſion, and afterwards a courſe of 
deobſtruent and tonic medicines removed his other 
| complaints. 


e e E. 2 2ma- 


Auguſt 23d. Mr. C „At. 58. (The perſon 
mentioned at Caſe XXIII.) He had continued free 
from dropſy until within the laſt fix weeks; his ap- 
petite was now totally gone, his ſtrength extremely 
reduced, and the yellow of his jaundice changed to a 
blackiſh hue. The Digitalis was now tried in vain, 
and he died ſhortly afterwards. Sy 
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Auguſt 24th. Mrs. W „t. 39. Anafar- 
cous legs and ſymptoms of MY as conſequent 
| & to 


n — : 


| medicine, 


* . — P EY — — —— — 


ran e 


to a tertian ague. Three grains of Pulv. Digitalis, 
given every fourth hour, occaſioned a very copious 
flow of urine, and ſhe got well without 0 other 


„ 
Auguſe 28th. Mr. J— H—, Et. 27. 

conſequence of very free Wing had an aſcites Fo 

ſwelled legs. I ordered him to take two grains of 


Fol. Digital. pulv. every two hours, until it pro- 
duced ſome effet; a few doſes cauſed a plentiful | 


| ſecretion of urine, but no ſickneſs, or purging : in 


ſix days the ſwellings diſappeared, and he has ſince 
remained in good health. 7755 \ 


n 8 E "LIL. 


September 27th. Mr. S. „ Et. 45. Had been 
long in an ill ſtate of health, from what had been 
ſuppoſed an irregular gout, was greatly emaciated, 


had a fallow complexion, no appetite, eoſtive bow- 


els, quick and feeble pulſe., The cauſe of his com- 


plaints was involved in obſcurity; but I ſuſpected 
the poiſon of lead, and was ſtrengthened in this 


ſuſpicion, upon finding his wife had likewiſe ill 
health, and, at times, ſevere attacks of colic; but 


the anſwers to my enquiries ſeemed to prove my 


ſuſpicions fruitleſs, and, amongſt other things, 1 
was told the pump was of wood. He had lately ſuf- 
fered extremely from difficult breathing, which I 


thought owing to anafarcous lungs; - there was allo 
2 flight degree of "pate Oy in his legs. Pauly, 


"OF 
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fol. Digital. made into pills, with gum ammoniac 
and aromatic ſpecies, ſoon relieved his breathing. 
Attempts were then made to aſſiſt him in other re- 
ſpects, but with little good effect, and ſome months 
afterwards he died, with every n, of a 
worn out conſtitution. 


About two years after this gentleman's death, I was 
talking to a pump-maker, who, in the courſe of con- 
verſation, mentioned the corroſion of leaden pumps, 
by ſome of the water in this town, and inſtanced 
that at the houſe of Mr. S , Which he had re- 
placed with a wooden one about three years before. 
The lead, he ſaid, was eaten away, ſo as to be very 
thin in ſome places, and full of holes in others ;— 
this accidental information explained the myſtery. 


The deleterious effects of lead ſeem to be conſi- 
derably modified by the conſtitution of the patient ; 
for in ſome families only one or two individuals 
{hall ſuffer from it, whilſt the reſt receive it with 
impunity. In the ſpring of the year 1776, I was 
deſired to viſit Mrs. H „of S—— Park, who 
had repeatedly been attacked with painful colics, 
and had ſuffered much from inſuperable coltiveneſs ; 
I ſuſpeRed lead to be the cauſe of her complaints, 
but was unable to trace by what means it was taken. 
She was relieved by the uſual methods; but, a few 
months afterwards, I was deſired to ſee her again: 
her ſufferings were the ſame as before, and notwith- 
ſtanding every precaution to guard againſt coſtive- 

neſs, {ſhe was never in perfect health, and ſeldom 
eſcaped 
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eſcaped ſevere attacks twice or aich in a year; ſhe 
had alſo frequent pains in her joints. I could not 
find any traces of ſimilar complaints either in Nr. 


H- „the children, or the ſervants. Mrs. H- 
was a water drinker, and ſeldom taſted any fer- 


| mented liquor. The pump was of wood, as I had 
been informed upon my firſt viſit. Her health con- 
tinued nearly in the ſame ſtate for two or three years 


more, but ſhe always found herſelf better if ſhe left 


her own houſe for any length of time. At length it 
occurred to me, that though the pump was a wooden 


one, the piſton might work in lead. I therefore 
ordered the pump rods to be drawn up, and upon 


examination with a magnifying glaſs, found the 


leather of the piſton covered with an infinite num- 


ber of very minute ſhining particles of lead. Per- 


haps in this inſtance the metal was ſo minutely 
divided by abraſion, as to be mechanically ſuſpend- 


ed in the water. The lady was directed to drink 


the water 'of a ſpring, and never to ſwallow that 
from the pump. The event confirmed my ſuſpi- 


cions, for ſhe gradually recovered a good ſtate of 
health, loft the obſtinate coſtiveneſs, and has never 
to this ur pn any attack of the colic. 


Cc A 8 E LIII. | 
September 28th. Mrs. = „At. 70. Aſcites 


and very thick anaſarcous legs and thighs, total loſs 
of ſtrength and appetite. Infuſion of Digitalis was 
given, but, as had been. prognoſticated, with no 


good elfect. 
C AS 2 
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on A SE: IV. 
September Zoth. Mr. A „Et. 57. A ſtrong | 
man; hydrothorax and ſwelled legs; in other reſ- 
pects not unhealthful. He was directed to take two 
grains of the Pulv. fol. Digit. made into a pill with 
gum ammoniac. Forty grains thus taken at intervals, 


effected a cure by increaſing the quantity of urine, 
and he has had no ä 


1 E LV. „ 

November 2d. Mr. P. — of 'T—, Et. 42. A 
very ſtrong man, drank a great quantity of ſtrong 
ale, and was much expoſed to alterations of heat 


and cold. About the end of ſummer found himſelf 


ſhort winded, and loſt his appetite. The dyſpncea 
gradually increaſed, he got a moſt diſtreſſing ſenſe 
of tightneſs acroſs his ſtomach, his urine was little, 
and high coloured, and his legs began to ſwell; his 
pulſe ſlender and feeble. From the 20th of Sep- 
tember J frequently ſaw him, and obſerved a gradual 
and regular increaſe of all his complaints, notwith- 
ſtanding the uſe of the moſt powerful medicines I 
could preſcribe. He took chryſtals of tartar, ſeneka, 
gum ammoniac, ſaline draughts, emetics, tinct. of 
cantharides, ſpirits of nitre dulcified, ſquills in all 
forms, volatile alkaly, calomel, Dover's powder, | 
xc. Bliſters and draſtic purgatives were tried, in- 
terpoſing ſalt of ſteel and gentian. I had all along 
felt a reluctance to preſcribe the Digitalis in this 
caſe, fram a perſuaſion that it would not ſucceed. 
| D” N At 


. . 


50 G A s . 1780. d 


At length I was compelled to it, and directed one 
grain to be given every two hours until it ſhould 

excite nauſea. This it did; but, as I expected, it 
did no more. The reaſon of this belief will be 
mentioned hereafter. Five days after this laſt trial 
I gave him aſſafetida in large quantity, flattered by a 
hope that his extreme ſufferings from the ſtate of his 
reſpiration, might perhaps ariſe in part from ſpaſm, 


but my hopes were in vain. I now thought of uſing 


an infuſion of tobacco, and preſcribed the follow- 
ing: 


R. Fol. Nicotian, incif. zi. | 
Ag. bull. .t6fs. 
| Sp. Vini redif. zi digere per horam. 


I directed a ſpoonful of this to be given every tuo 
hours until it ſhould vomit. This medicine had no 
better effect than the former ones, and he died 
ſome days aſterwards. 


CASE Fan 

Member 6th. Mr. H—, Æt. 47. In the 
Hſt ſtage of a phihiſis pulmonalis, ſuffered much 
from dyſpnœa, and anafarca. Squill medicines 


gave no relief. Digitalis f in pills, with gum ammon. 


purged him, but opium being added, that effect 


ceaſed, and he continued to be relieved by them as 
long as he ww. . | 


CASE 
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November zem Mon F— 
* laſt was ſuddenly ſeized with epileptic fits, 


which continued to recur at uncertain intervals. Her 
belly had long been larger than natural, but without 
any perceptible fluctuation. Her legs and thighs 
ſwelled very confiderably the beginning of this 
month, and now there was evidently water in the 


„t. 53. In 


7 
( 


abdomen. The medicines hitherto in vain directed 


againſt the epileptic attacks, were now ſuſpended, 
and two grains of the Pulv. fol. Digital. directed to 


be taken every ſix hours. The effects were moſt 


favourable, and the dropfical ſymptoms were ſoon 


removed by copious urinary 3 


The attacks of epilepſy ceaſed 9255 afterwards. 


In February, 1781, there was ſome return of the 


ſwellings, which were ſoon removed, and ſhe now 


enjoys very good health. Does not the narrative 


of this caſe throw light upon the nature of the epi- 


lepſy which ſometimes attacks women, ſoon aſter 


the ceſſation. of the menſtrual flux ? 


1781. 
CASE LVII. 


— 1ſt, Mrs. (nnd of H——, Et. 62. 
Aſcites and very large hard legs. Aſter trying va- 
rious medicines, under the direction of a very able 


phyſician, I ordered her to take one grain of Puly. 
ES Digital. 


52 s 


* 


wards. 
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by, "oa 14th. Mr. B— hi of D 
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Digital. every ſix hours, but it produced no effed. 
Other Medicines were then tried to as little pur- 
poſe. About the end of February, I directed an 
infuſion of the Fol. Digital. but with no better ſuc- 
ceſs. Other methods were thought of, but none 
proved ethcacious, and ſhe died a few weeks after- 


Fanuary 3d. Mrs. B——, Et. 53. Aﬀcites 
re, and jaundice. After a purge of calomel 
and jallap, was ordered the Infuſion of Digitalis: it 
acted kindly as a diuretic, and greatly reduced her 
ſwellings. Other medicines were then adminiſter- 
ed, with a view to her other complaints, but to no 
Napa. and ſhe died en a month afterwards. 


Jaun- 
dice and aſcites, the conſequences of wat intem- 
perance. Extremely emaciated; his tongue and 
fauces covered with apthous cruſts, and his appetite 
gone. He firſt. took tincture of cantharides with 

infuſum amarum, then vitriglic ſalts, and various 

other medicines without relief; Infuſum Digitalis 
48 ey award. but was equally unſucceſsful 


|" ED 2d. I was defired by the late learned 
and ingenious Dr. Groome, to viſit Miſs S- 


5 ; a k 
young 


N 
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young lady i in the laſt ſtate of emaciation from a 
dropſy. Every probable means to relieve her had 
been attempted by Dr. Groome, but to no pur- 
poſe; and ſhe had undergone the operation of the 
paracenteſis repeatedly, The Doctor knew, he faid, 
that I had cured many caſes of dropſy, .by the Di- 
gitalis. aſter other more uſual methods had been 
attempted without ſucceſs, and he wiſhed this lady 


to try that medicine under my direction; after exa- 


mining the patient, and enquiring into the hiſtory 
of the diſeaſe, I was ſatisfied that the dropſy was 
encyſted, and that no medicine could avail. The 
Digitalis, however, was directed, and ſhe took it, 

but without advantage. She had determined nat to 
be tapped again, and neither perſuaſion, nor diſtreſs 
from the diſtenſion, could prevail upon her: Iat length 
propoſed to make an opening into the ſac, by. means of 


a cauſtic, which was done under the judicious ma- 
nagement of Mr. Wainwright, ſurgeon, at Dudley. 


The water was evacuated without any accident, and 
the patient afterwards let it out herſelf from time to 
time as the preſſure of it became troubleſome, un- 
til ſhe died at length rea exhauſted. 


Query. Is there not a probability that this me- 


thod, aſſiſted by bandage, might be uſed ſo as to 
effect a cure, in the earlier ſtages of ovarium dropſy? 


d AS A n 


February 27th. Mrs. O 0 51 


„. 52, 


uith a conſtitution worn out by various complicated 


3 | diſorders 


— AE: — ——— — — 


— — — — E—— ——— 


0 a 2 $ as. 
diſorders, at length became dropfical. The Digita- 


lis was given in ſmall doſes, in hopes of temporary 
e ad it did not fail to * our r expectations. 


n LXII. 


March 16th. Mrs. P——, Et. 47. Great de- 
bility, pale countenance, loſs of appetite, legs ſwelled, 
urine in ſmall quantity. A dram of Fol. ſiccat. Di- 
gital. in a half pint infuſion was ordered, and an 


ounce of this infuſion directed to be taken every 


morning. Myrrh and ſteel were given at intervals, 
Her urine ſoon increaſed, and the ſymptoms of 
err em. 
CASE I. | 
March 18th. Mr. W. , in the laſt ſtage 


of a pulmonary conſumption became dropſical. The 
Digitalis was given, but without any good effect. 


CASE LIXV. 


April 6th. Mr. B——, Et. 63. For ſome 
years back had complained of being aſthmatical, 
and was not without ſuſpicion of diſeaſed viſce- 


ra. The laſt winter he had been moſtly confined 


to his houſe ; became dropſical, loſt his appetite, 
and his ſkin and eyes turned yellow. By the uſe 


of medicines of the deobſtruent claſs he became leſs 


diſcoloured, and the hardneſs about his ſtomach 


ſeemed to yield; but the aſcites and anaſarcous 
ſymptoms increaſed fo as to oppreſs his breathing 


exceed- 
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exceedingly. Alkaline falts, and other diuretics 
failing of their effects, I ordered him to take an infuſ. 
of Digitalis. It operated ſo powerfully that it be- 
came neceſſary to ſupport him with cordials and 
bliſters, but it freed him from the dropſy, and his 
breath became quite eaſy. He then took ſoap, rhu- 
barb, tartar of vitriol, and ſteel, and gradually at- 
tained a good ſtate of health, which he ſtill conti- 


nues to enjoy. 
\ 


| 'Q A 8 E LXVI. 
Abri 8h. Mr. B „Et. 60. A corpulent 


man, with a ſtone in his bladder, from which at times 
his ſufferings are extreme. He had been affected 
with what was ſuppoſed to be an aſthma, for ſeveral 
years by fits, but throughthe laſt winter his breath had 
been much worſe than uſual; univerſal anafarca 
came on, and ſoon afterwards an aſcites. Now his urine 
was ſmall in quantity and much ſaturated, the dy- 
ſuria was more dreadful than ever; his breath would 
not allow him to lie in bed, nor would the dyſuria 
permit him to fleep; in this diſtreſsful ſituation, after 
having uſed other medicines to little purpoſe, I di- 
rected an infuſion of Digitalis to be given. When 
the quantity of urine became more plentiful, the 
pain from his ſtone grew eaſier; in a few days the 
dropſy and aſthma diſappeared, and he ſoon re- 
gained his uſual ſtrength and health. Every year 
ſince, there has been a tendency to a return of theſe 
complaints, but he has recourſe to the infuſion, and 


immediately removes chem. 


CASE 
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April 24th. Mr. M, 4 25 „Et. 57. 
Aſthma, anaſarca, jaundice, and great r EP" and 
ſtraitneſs acroſs the region of the ſlomach. Aſter a 
free exhibition of neutral draughts, alkaline falt, 
&. the dropſy and difficult breathing remaining the 
ſame, he took Infuſum Digitalis, which removed 
thoſe complaints. He never loſt the hardneſs about 
his ſtomach, but enjoyed very tolerable health for 
three years afterwards, without any return of the 
dropſy. 


A s ER ITI. 
April 25th. Mrs. J—, Æt. 42. Phthiſis pul- 
monalis and anaſarcous legs and thighs. She took 
the Infuſum Digitalis without effect. Myrrh and 


ſteel, with fixed alkaly, were then ordered, but to 
no purpoſe. 


G A 5 2 1 


May iſt. Maſter W- , of St——, Et. 6. 
I found him with every ſymptom of hydrocephalus 
internus. As it was yet early in the diſeaſe, in con- 
ſequence of ideas which will be mentioned hereaf- 
ter, I directed ſix ounces of blood to be immedi- 
ately taken from the arm; the temporal artery to 
be opened the ſucceeding day; the head to be ſha- 
ven, and fix pints of cold water to be poured upon 


it ef fourth n, and two ſcruples of ſtrong mer- 
curial 


OAS E 8. - 1981; = 
curial ointment to be rubbed into the legs every 
day. Five days afterwards, finding the febrile ſymp- 
toms very much abated, and judging the remaining 
diſeaſe to be the effect of effuſion, I directed a ſcru- 
ple of F ol. Digital. ſiccat. to be infuſed in three 
ounces of water, and a table ſpoonful of the infu- 
ſion to be given every third or fourth hour, until 
its action ſhould be ſomeway ſenſible. The effect 
was, an increaſed ſecretion of urine; and the pa- 
tient ſoon recovered. 


fd 1A. 8: E 


May 3d. Mrs. B-—, Et. 59. Aſcites and ana- 
ſarca, with ſtrong ſymptoms of diſeaſed viſcera. In- 
fuſum Digitalis was at firſt preſcribed, and preſently 
removed the dropſy. She was then put upon faline 
draughts and calomel. After ſome time ſhe became 
feveriſh : the fever proved intermittent, and was 
cured by the bark. | 


8 8 E LXXI. 


1149 ds Mr. 8 Et. 48. A ſtrong man, 
who had lived intemperately. For ſome time paſt his 

breath had been very ſhort, his legs ſwollen towards 
evening, and his urine ſmall in quantity. Eight 
ounces of the Inſuſ. Digitalis cauſed a conſiderable 
flow of urine; his complaints gradually vaniſhed, | 
and did not return. | | 


CASE 
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May 24th. Joſeph B- „Kt. 50. Aſeites, a ana- 


ſarca, and jaundice, from G Les, living. Infu- 
ſion of Digitalis produced nauſea, and lowered the 

frequency of the pulſe; but had no other ſenſible ef- 
feats. His diſorder continued to increaſe, and killed 
him about two months e 


0 . E LXXIII. 

June 29th. Mr. B —, Zt. 60. A hard drinker; 
afflicted with aſthma, jaundice, and dropſy. His 
appetite gone ; his water foul and in ſmall quantity, 
Neutral ſaline mixture, chryſtals of tartar,  vinum 
chalybeat. and other medicines had been preſcribed 
to little advantage. Infuſion of Fol. Digitalis acted 
powerfully as a diuretic, and removed the moſt ur- 
gent of his 8 - x viz. the dropſical and aſth- 

a IPL ſymptoms. | | 


The G EW his TS grewbad again, 
his appetite totally failed, and he died, but _—_y 
ena return N the aſcites. * 


O s E IXæXV. 


13 . 29th. Mr. Z e Et. 58. Kept a public 
1 | houſe and drank very hard. He had ſymptoms of 

8 diſeaſed viſcera, jaundice, aſcites, and anaſarca. At- 
ter taking various deobſtruents and diuretics, to no 


* he was ordered che Infuſion of Digitalis: 
2 few 
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a ſew doſes occaſioned a plentiful flow of urine, re- | 
lieved his breath, and reduced his ſwellings; but, 


on account of his great weakneſs, it was judged im- 


. prudent to urge the medicine to the entire evacua- 


tion of the water. He was ſo much relieved as to 
be able to come down ſtairs and to walk about, but 
his want of appetite and jaundice continuing, and 
his debility increaſing, he died in about two 
months, ; | 


04'S R LEV. 


Fuly 18th. Mrs. B Et. 46. A little wo- 
man, and very much e Aſthmatical for 
many years. For ſeveral months paſt had been worſe 


than uſual; appetite totally gone, legs ſwollen, 


ſenſe of great fulneſs about. her ſtomach, counte- 
nance fallen, lips livid, could not lie down. 


The ufual modes of practice Killing, the Digitalis | 


was tried, but with no better ſucceſs, and in about a 
month ſhe died; not without ſuſpicion of her death 
having been accelerated a few days, by her taking 
half a grain of opium. This may be a caution to 
young practitioners to be careful how they venture 
upon even ſmall doſes of opium in ſuch conſtituti- 
ons, however much they may be urged by the pati- 


ent to preſcribe PORES that my procure a little 


reſt and * 


CASE 


— — — 
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"ls 12th. Mr. EO a Et. 65, the perſon 
whoſe Caſe is recorded at No. XXIV, had a re- 
turn of his inſanity, after near two years perfect 
health. He was extremely reduced when I ſaw him, 
and the medicine which cured him before was now 
adminiſtered without effect, for his weakneſs was 

ſuch * I did not dare to urge it. 


2 A 8 E LXXVII. 


September loth. Mr. V- _ of $ | Xt. " 
A man of ſtrong fibre, and the remains of a florid 
complexion. His diſeaſe an aſcites and ſwelled legs, 
the conſequence of a very free courſe of life; he 
had been once tapped. and taken much medicine 
before I ſaw him. The Digitalis was now directed: 
it lowered his pulſe, but did not prove diuretic. He 
returned home, and ſoon after was tapped again, | but 
furvived the operation _ a few hours. 


eee 6-08 A vit. mo 
September 25th. Mr. O——, of M „t. 63. 

Very painful and general ſwellings in al bil limbs, 
which had confined him moſtly to his bed fince the 
preceding winter; the ſwellings were uniform, tenſe, 
and reſiſting, but the ſkin not diſcoloured. After 
trying guiacum and Dover's powder without advan- 
tage, I directed Infuſion of Digitalis. It ated on 
the Tieneys, but did not relieve him. n is not 

| eaſy 
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eaſy to ſay what the diſeaſe was, and the patient | 
living at a diſtance, - I never learnt the future 8 
greſs or termination of it. 


* 4 8 K > 4 5» 


| September 26th. Mr. D—, Et. 42, a very 
| ſenſible and Judicious 800 at B „in Staf- 
fordſhire, laboured under aſcites and very large 
artaſarcous legs, together with indubitable ſymptoms 
of diſeaſed viſcera. Having tried the uſual diure- 
| tics to no purpoſe, I directed a ſcruple of Fol. Digi- 
tal. ficcat. in a four ounce infuſion, a table ſpoon- 
ful to be taken twice a day. The ſecond bottle 
wholly removed his dropſy, which never returned. 


ETC RE: Cow 
September 27th. Mrs. E „ Et. 42. A fat 


ſedentary woman; after a long illneſs, very indiſ- 
tinctly marked; had ſymptoms of enlarged liver and 
dropſy. In this caſe I was happy in the aſſiſtance 
of Dr. Aſh. Digitalis was once exhibited in ſmall 
doſes, but to no better purpoſe than many other 
medicines. She ſuffered great pain in the abdomen 
for ſeveral weeks, and after her death, the liver, 
ſpleen, and kidneys were found of a pale colour, 
and very greatly enlarged, but the quantity of ef- 
fuſed fluid in the cavity was not more than a pint. 


CASE 
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Ofober 28th. Mr. B—, Et. 33. Had drank 
an immenſe quanti wo of mild ale, and was now be- 
come dropſical. was a luſty man, of a pale 
| complexion: his belly large, and his legs and thighs 
| fwollen to an enormous ſize. I directed the Infu- 
ſion of Digitalis, which in ten days completely 
emptied him. He was then put upon the uſe of 
ſteel and bitters, and directed to live. temperately, 
which I believe he did, for I ſaw him two years 
afterwards in * health. 


#0 8 E 5 LXXXII. 


Movemder 14th, Mr. W=—, of T „Et. 49. 
A luſty man, with an aſthma and anaſarca. He had 
taken ſeveral medicines by the direction of a very 
judicious apothecary, but not getting relief as he had 
been accuſtomed. to do in former years, he came 
under my direction. For the ſpace of a month I 
tried to relieve him by fixed alkaly, ſeneka, Dovers 
powder, gum ammoniac, ſquill, &c. but without 
ele. I then directed Infuſion of Digitalis, which 
ſoon increaſed the flow of urine without exciting 
nauſea, and in a few days removed all his com- 


plaints., 15 


CASE 
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IR 4 
0 AS E LXXXII. 


January 23d. Mr. 4 — Xt. 74. A ſtone 


in his bladder for many years; dropſical for the laſt 
three months. Had taken at different times ſoap 
with ſquill and gum ammoniac; ſoaplees; chryſtals 
of tartar, oil of juniper, ſeneka, jallap, &c. but 
the dropſical ſymptoms {till increaſed, and the dy- 
ſuria from the ſtone became very urgent. I now di- 

rected a dram of the Fol. Digit. ficcat. in a half 
pint infuſion, half an ounce to be given every ſix 
hours. This prefently relieved the dyſuria, and 


ſoon removed the dropſy, without any diſturbance 


to his ſyſtem. 


AS E 
j 27th. Mr. D— 


LXXXIV. 


him. A few weeks before his death his breathing 
became very ſhort, he could not lie down in bed, and 
his urine was ſmall in quantity. A wine glaſs of a 


weak Infuſion of Digitalis, warmed with aromatics, 
was ordered to be taken twice a day. It afforded a 


n relief. but he on not long ſurvive. | 


0 A 8 E. ILXXXV. 


* 28th. Mr. D-—, Et. 35. A bil 
and a hard drinker, Aſcites, anafarca, diſeaſed 
viſcera | 


- 
4 Why * . —_— * - ä 
r. . ̃ 


„Et. 86. The de- 
hility of age and dropſical logs had long oppreſſed 
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N and fight attacks of hæmoptoe. A dram 
of Fol. Digital. ſicc. in a half pint infuſion, of which 
one ounce was given night and morning, proved 


diuretic and removed his dropſy. He then took 


medicines calculated to relieve his other complaints, 


The. .dropſy did not return during my attendance 
upon him, which was three or four weeks. A quack 


then undertook to cure him with blue vitriol vomits, 


but as I am informed, he preſently ſunk under that 


rough treatment. 


c A "008; wt cnn. 


ee 29th. Mrs. O— of D-—, Et. 53. 
A conſtant and diſtreſſing palpitation of ker heart, 
with great debility. From a degree of anafarca in 
her legs I was led to ſuſpect effuſion in the Pericar- 


dium, and therefore directed Digitalis, but it pro- 
duced no benefit. She then took various other me- 


dicines with the ſame want of ſucceſs, and about 


ten months afterwards died e ft 


0 A. B+ E IXXXVII. 


1 31ſt. Mr. 1— 
Great difficulty of breathing, ſo that he had not 
lain in bed for the laſt ſix weeks, and ſome ſwel- 


ling in his legs. Theſe complaints were ſubſequent to a 


* an aße on . Bieta a dram to eight ounces, 
. one 


__ 


very ſevere cold, and he had {till a troubleſome 
cough. He' told me that at his age hedid not look for 

a cure, but ſhould be glad of relief, if it could be 
obtained without taking much medicine. I directed 


, off bins; Mt. _ | 
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one ſpoonful to be taken every morning, and two 
at night. He only took this quantity ; for in four 
days he could lie down, and ſoon afterwards quitted 
his chamber. In a month he had a return of his 
complaints, and was relieved ; as before. 


0 A 9 E LXXXVIII. 


Januar 31ſt. Mes. 1 * „ of 8 „Et. 67. 

A luſty woman, of a florid complexion, large belly, 
and yery thick legs. She had been kept alive for 
ſome years by the diſcharge from ulcers in her legs; 
but the ſores now put on a very diſagreeable livid 
appearance, her belly grew ſtill larger, her breath 
ſhort, her pulſe feeble, and ſhe could not take nou- 
riſhment. Several medicines having been given in 
vain, the Digitalis was tried, but with no better ef- 
leck; and in about a month ſhe died. 


C A 8 E LXXXIX. 5 
February 2d. Mr. B „t. 73. An univer- 
Aa droply. He took various medicines, and * 
talis in ſmall doſes, n without any gpod effect. 


"£248: 11 

Fubruary 24th. Maſter M, of W—, Kt. 
10. An epilepſy of ſome years ; contipuange, which 
had never been interrupted by any of the various 
methods tried for his relief. The Digitalis was given 
for a few days, but as he lived at a diſtance, ſo that 
I could not attend to its effects, he only took one 


) 


ER. WL 
half pint infuſion, which made no alteration in his 
e $2 +] 14 K 


. e 
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March 6th. Mr. — Et. 62. A very hard 

drinker, and had twice had attacks of apoplexy. He 
had now an aſcites, was analarcod and had every 
appearance of a diſeaſed liver. Small doſes of ca- 
lomel, Dover's powder, infuſum amarum, and fal 
ſodæ palliated his ſymptoms for a while; theſe fail- 
ing; bliſters, ſquills, and cordials were given with- - 
out effect. A weak Infuſion of Digitalis, well aro- 
matiſed, was then directed to be given in ſmall 
doſes. It rather ſeemed to check than to increaſe 
the ſecretion of urine, and ſoon produced ſickneſs. 
Failing in its uſual effect, the medicine was no longer 
continued; but every thing that was tried proved 
equally inefficacious, and he did not long ſurvive. 
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May ah Mrs. P—, Et. 40. Spaſmodic aſth-⸗ 
ma of many years continuance, which had frequent- 
ly been relieved by ammoniacum, ſquills, &c. but 
theſe now failing in their wonted effects, an Infuſ. 
of Fol. Digitalis was tried, but it ſeemed rather to 
increaſe than * her N 


As E Kam. 


Ns May 50m. Mr. Fs 11 BA Et. 55 A 


very * man, and a free liver; after an attack of 


13 bemi- 


s win 4 


reload early in the ſpring, from which he only 
partially recovered, became dropfical. The dropſy 
| occupied Both legs and thighs, and the arm of the 
affected fide. I directed an Infuſion of Digitalis in 
ſmall doſes, ſo as not to affect his ſtomach. The 
ſwellings gradually ſubſided, and in the courſe of 
the ſummer he rgcovered perſely from the . 


0 A 8 E XCIV. 


Fu MY Mr. | : of W- „Et. 28. Had 
drank very freely both of ale and ſpirits; and in 
_ conſequence had an aſcites, very large legs, and 
great fulneſs about the ſtomach. He was ordered 
to take the Infuſion of Digitalis night and morning 
for a few days, and then to keep his bowels open 
with chryſtals of tartar. The firſt half pint of in- 
fuſion relieved him greatly; after an interval of a 
fortnight it was repeated, and he got well without 
any other medicine, only continuing the chryſtals 
of tartar occaſionally. I forgot to mention that this 
gentleman, before I ſaw him, had been for two 
months under the care of a very celebrated phyſi- 
cian, by whoſe direction he had taken mercurials, 
bitters, ſquills, alkaline falts, and other things, but 


without much 8 0 | 
©:4 4K $00: 
March 6th. Mrs. W——, Et. 36. In the laſt 


ſtage of a pulmonary conſumption, took the Infuſ. 
Digitalis, but without any MO. 1 | 


KS CASE 
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d A s E xvi. 
hag goth. Mr. P——, Et. 43. 1 the year 


1781 he had a ſevere peripneumony, from which | 


he recovered with difficulty. At the date of this, 
when he firſt conſulted me, the ſymptoms of hydro- 
thorax were pretty obvious. I directed a purge, 
and then. the Infuſum Digitalis, three drams to 
half a pint, one ounce to be taken every four hours. 
It made him ſick, and occaſioned a copious diſcharge 
of urine. His complaints immediately vaniſhed, 
and he remains in PORE health. 


| . A 8 E XCVII. 


September 24th. Mrs. R, of B-—, Et. 35, 
the mother of many children. After her laſt lying 
in, three months ago, had that kind of ſwelling in 
one of her legs which is mentioned at No. VIII. 
XXVI, and XXXI: A conſiderable degree of ſwel- 


| ling {till remained; the limb was heavy to her feel- 


ing, and not devoid of pain. I directed a bolus of 
five grains of Puly. Digitalis, and twenty-five of 
crude quickſilver rubbed down, with conſerve of cy- 
noſbat. to be taken at bed-time, and afterwards an 
Infuſion of red bark and Fol. Digitalis to be taken 
twice a day. There was half an ounce of bark and 
half a dram of the leaves in a pint infuſl on: the 


| cole two ounces. 


as 


The leg ſoon began to mend, aid two opints of the 


4H finiſhed the cure. 


I 4ͤͥ . 
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1 2 th. Mr. R „Et. 60. Com- 
pilained to me of a ſickneſs after eating, and for 
ſome weeks paſt he had thrown up all his food, ſoon 
after he had ſwallowed it. He had taken various 

medicines, but found benefit from none, and had | 
tried various Kinds of diet. He was now very thin | 
and weak; but had a good appetite. As ſeveral | | 
very probable methods had been preſcribed, and as — 
the uſual ſymptoms of organic diſeaſe were abſent, . 
I determined to give him a ſpoonful of the Infuſion 
of Digitalis twice a day; made by digeſting two 
drams of the dried leaves in half a pint of cinnamon 
water. From the time he began to take this medi- 
cine he ſuffered no return of his complaint, and 
ſoon recovered, his _ and his ſtrength. 


= Orr ep . 


It ſhould be pity: that I had frequently 8 
the Digitalis remove ſi ckneſs, though preſcribed | for 
very different TE Leno 


CA . 


September Zoth. Mrs. * Et. 38. Hydro- 
thorax and anaſarca. Her cheſt was very conſider- 
ably deformed. One half pint of the Digitalis In- 


fuſion entirely cured her. 
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September goth. Mr. n of W. At. 47 
Hydrothorax and anafarca. An Infuſion of Digita- 
| lis was directed, and after the expected effects from 
that ſhould take place, ſixty drops of tincture of 
cantharides twice a day. As he was coſtive, pills 
of aloes and ſteel were ordered to * taken occaſi- 
onally. A „ 


This FT ſucceeded NT SLE 2 month 
afterwards he had ſome rheumatic affe@ions, which 
were removed by * | | 


CASE, Cal. 


Odober 2d. Mrs. je , At. 60. Diſeaſed 
viſcera; aſcites and anaſarca. Had taken various 
deobſtruent and diuretic medicines to little purpoſe. 
The Digitalis brought on a nauſea and languor, but 

had no effect on the kidneys. 


© A8 E, en., 
Odober 12th. Mr. 1 Et. 41. A kad 
and a hard drinker. His legs and belly greatly 
ſwollen; appetite gone, countenance yellow, breath 
very ſhort, and cough troubleſome. After a vomit 
I gave him calomel, faline draughts, ſteel and bit- 
ters, Kc. He had taken the more uſual diuretics 
before I ſaw him. As the dropſical ſymptoms in- 


creaſed, I _—_ his medicines for pills made of 
ſoap 


P ²˙ EAT ODA A. 
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ſoap, containing two grains of Pulv. fol. Digital. in 
each doſe, and, as he was coſtive, two grains of 
jallap. He took them twice a day, and in a week 

was free from every appearance of dropſy. The 
jaundice ſoon afterwards vaniſhed, and tonics zet- 5 
tored him to perfect Health, 


AL A 8 E CHE. 
 Offober ia Mr. B „Et. 39. Kept a pub- 
lic houſe, drank very freely, and became dropfical; 
he complained alſo of rheumatic pains. I directed 
Infuſion of Digitalis, ha an ounce twice à day. 
In eight days the ſwellings in his legs and the ful- 


neſs about his ſtomach diſappeared. His. rheumatic 
affections were'cured by the uſual methods. 


0 A SY E. CIV; 


Ofober 22d. Maſter 5 Mt. 5 and 
univerſal anaſarca. Half a grain * Fol. Digital. 
ſiccat. given every ſix hours, produced no effect; K 
probably the medicine was waſted in giving. An 
infuſion of the dried leaf was then tried, a dram to 
| four ounces, two tea ſpoonfuls for a doſe; this ſoon 
Few the flow of urine to a very great Wee, 
he gat perſeatly well. | | a 


e 9 "= # 5 8 E Pa. 7k 
Oabbe- guts Mr. G— 905 MW Et. 88. 


The gentleman ate in No. XLVII. His 


complaints and manner of bving the ſame as there 
mentioned. 


72 0 A 8 E 8. 1782. 
mentioned. I ordered an 1 Infuſſon of the Digital 
a dram and half to half a pint; one ounce to be 


taken ernte A ay's which ed him i in a en time. 


on Mare the 2 3d. 1784. bs ſent for me ain. 
His complaints were the fame, but he was much 
more feeble. On this account I directed a dram of 
the Fol. Digitalis to be infuſed for a night i in four 
ounces of ſpirituous cinnamon water; a ſpoonful to 
be taken every night. This had not a ſufficient ef- 
fect; therefore, on the 22d of April, I ordered the 
infuſion preſcribed two yes before, which ſoon re- 
moved his comm_ >>. 


He died ſoon aſterwards, fairly worn out, in his 
ninetieth year. | 


0 As E vl. 


Novenber 2d. Mr. S— —, of B—h 
Et. 61. Hydrothorax and ſwelled. legs. Squills 
were given for a week in very full doſes, and other 
modes of relief attempted; but his breathing be- 
came ſo bad, his countenance ſo livid, his pulſe ſo 
feeble, and his extremities ſo cold, that I was ap» 


prehenſive upon my ſecond viſit that he had not 
twenty- four hours to live. In this ſituation I gave 


him the Infuſum Digitalis ſtronger than uſual, viz. 
two drams td eight ounces. Finding himſelf relieved 
by this, he continued to take it; contrary to the di- 


rections day after the Samet effects had . 


5 a The 
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The ſickneſs which followed was truly alarming; . 
it continued at intervals for many days, his pulſe 
ſunk down to forty in a minute, every object ap- 
peared green to his eyes, and between the exertions 
of reaching he lay in a ſtate approaching to ſyncope. 
The ſtrongeſt cordials, volatiles, and repeated bliſ- 
ters barely ſupported him. At length, however, 
he did begin * out of the extreme danger 
into which his folly had plunged him; and by ge- 
nerous living and tonics, in about two months he 
came to enjoy a perfect ſtate of health. 


8 8 E ovi. 


Nas thth. Maſter ne e Aﬀcites 
and anafarca, A dram of Fol. Digitalis in a fix 
ounce infuſion, given in doſes of a ſpoonful, effected 
a perfect cure, without producing nauſea. | 


1783. 

The ie will perhaps remark, that from the | 
middle of January to the firſt of May, not a ſingle | 
caſe occurs, and that the amount of caſes i is likewiſe 1 

leſs than i in the preceding or enſuing years; to pre- 
vent erroneous conjectures or concluſions, it may 
be expedient to mention, that the ill ſtate of 

own health obliged me to retire from buſineſs for 
ſome time in the ſpring of the year, and that I did 
not perfectly 3 recover un! i. the follpwing ſummer, 
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} 25th. Mrs. G „At. 800 A very 
| fat woman; has been ioofica 50 ince  Noventer laſt; 

with ſymptoms of diſeafed viſcera. Various! reme- 
dies having been taken without effect, an Infuſion 
of Digitalis was directed twice a day, with a yiew 
to palliate the more urgent ſymptoms. She took it 
four days without relief, and as her, recovery ſeemed 
impoſſi ible it Was urged no > farther. 


$4. 56 E, Cx. 


May 1ſt. Mrs. D | At. 72. A thin wo- 
man, with very large atiafarcons* legs and thighs; 
no appetite and general debility. Aſter a month's 
trial of cordials and diuretics of different kinds, the 
furgeon who had ſcarified her legs apprehended they 
would mortify; ſhe had very great pain in them, 
they were very red and black by places, and ex- 
tremely tenſe. It was evident that unleſs the ten- 
fon could be removed, gangrene muſt ſoon enſue. 
I therefore gave her Infuſum Digitalis, which in- 
creaſed the ſecretion of urine by the following even- 
ing, ſo that the great tenſion began to abate, and 
together with it the pain and inflammation. She 
was fo feeble that I dared not to urge the medicine 
further, but the occaſionally took it at intervals un- 
Ul the time of Wer death, which happened a a few 
weeks afterwards. ; 


CASE 
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May 18th. I was defi red to preſcribe for Mary 
Bowen, a poor girl at Hagley. Herdiſeaſe appeared 
to me to be an ovarium dropſy. In other reſpects 
ſhe was in perfect health. I directed the Digitalis 
to be given, and gradually puſhed ſo as to affect her 
very conſiderably. It was done; but the patient 
ſtill carries ber big belly, and is otherwiſe very 
well. 
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May 25th. Mr. G——, Et. 28. In the laſt 

ſage of a pulmonary conſumption of the ſcrophu- 
lous kind, took an Infuſion of ry but with- 
out any adyantage. * 


ca 5 E en 


ö May 31ſt. Mr. H, Et. 27. In the laſt 
| Rage of a phthiſis pulmonalis became dropſical. He 
took half a pint of the Infuſum Digitalis in ſix days, 
but Wen any ſenſible effect. 


8 AS E CXII. 7 
Fune 3d. Maſter B , of D=—, Et. 6: 


With an univerſal anafarca, had an extremely trou- 
bleſome cough. An opiate was given to quiet the 
cough at night, and 2 tea ſpoonfuls of Infuſ. Digit. 

were ordered every ſix hours. The dropſy was 


preſently removed ; but the cough continued, his 
fleſh 


| 
| 
| 


7 as k s. 1765. 


fleſh lied, his ſtrength failed, and | ſhme necks af- 


| terwards he died tabid. 


wn 8 E xv... 


zune 1 gth. Mrs. 2 At. 28. A Mopfy in 
the laſt ſtage of a Phthiſis. Infuſum Digitalis was 
tried to no Purpoſe. | 


MEAS Xo 
June 20th. Mrs. H—, At. 46. A very fat, 
ſhort woman; had ſuffered ſeverely through the laſt 


winterand ſpring from what had been called aſthma; 


but for ſome time paſt an univerſal anaſarca pre- 


vailed, and ſhe had not lain down for ſeveral weeks. 
| Aſter trying vitriolic acid, tincture of cantharides, 
ſquills, &c. without advantage, ſhe took halfa pint 


of Infuſ. Digitalis in three days. In a week aſter- 


wards the dropſical ſymptoms diſappeared, her 


breath became eaſy, her appetite returned, and ſhe | 


recovered perfect health. The infuſſon neither 


le ſickneſs nor purging. 


0 A 8 E CXVI. 


June 24th. Mrs. 8 Et. 40. A puerperal 
fever, and ſwelled legs and thighs. -. The fever not 


yielding to the uſual practice, I directed an Infuſion 


of Fol. Digitalis. It proved diuretic; the ſwellings 


ſubſided, but the fever continued, and a few days 


aſterwards a diarrhœa coming on, ſhe died. 
Koda erent c ASE 
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Fuly 22d. Mr. F—, Et. 48. A ſtrong man, 
ol a florid complexion, in conſequence of intem- 
perance became dropſical, with ſymptoms of dif- 
eaſed viſcera, great dyſpnea, a very troubleſome 
cough, and total loſs of, appetite. He took mild 
mercurials, pills of ſoap, rhubarb, and tartar of 
vitriol, with ſoluble tartar and dulcified ſpirits of 
nitre in barley water. After a reaſonable trial of 


| this plan, he took {quill every f ix hours, and a ſo- 


lution of aſſafetida and gum ammoniac, to eaſe his 
breathing: finding no relief, I gave him chryſtals 
of tartar with ginger; but his remaining health and 
ſtrength daily declined, and he was not at all bene- 
fited by the medicines. I was averſe to the uſe of 
Digitalis i in this caſe, judging from what I had ſeen 
in ſimilar inſtances of tenſe fibre, that it would not 
act as a diuretic. I therefore once more directed 
ſquill, with decoction of ſeneka and ſal ſodæ; but 
it was inefficacious. His ſtrength being much bro- 
ken down, I then ordered gum ammoniac, with 
ſmall doſes of opium, and infuſum amarum, con- 
tinuing the ſquill at intervals. At length I was 
urged to give the Digitalis, and conſidering the 

caſe as deſperate, I agreed to do it. The event 

was as I expected; no increaſe in the urine took 
place; and the medicine being ſtill continued, his 

pulſe became flow, and he apparently ſunk under 

its ſedative effects. He was neither purged nor vo- 
mited ; and had Gs * either been omitted 


alta- 
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altogether, or ſuſpended. upon its firſt effe upon 
the pulſe being obſerved, he might perhaps have 
exiſted a "IM longer. 


July 26th. Mr. W—, of * a 
Phthiſis pulmonalis, jaundice, aſcites, all ſwelled 
legs. As it was probable that the only relief I could 
give in a caſe ſo circumſtanced, would be by carry- 
ing off the effuſed fluids. I tried ſquill and fixed 
alkaly; and theſe failing, I ordered the Infuſum 
Digitalis. This had the deſired effect, and, I be- 
lieve, prolonged his life a few weeks. 5 


SA $ E;, CAC 
* 4 8 1 8 Mrs. C „Et. 60. Aſcites, 


anaſarca, diſeaſed viſcera, n en of urine, and 
total loſs of appetite. Theſe complaints had here- 
tofore exiſted repeatedly, and had been removed 
by deobſtruent and diuretic medicines; but in this 
attack the ſymptoms were ſuffered to exiſt a longer 
time and in a greater degree, before aſſiſtance was 
ſought for. The remedies that uſed to relieve her 
were now exhibited to no purpoſe. Mild mercuri- 
als, ſoap, rhubarb, and ſquill were tried; but the 
grew Tapidly worſe. Saline draughts with acetum 
ſcilliticum ſeemed for a few days to check the pro- 
greſs of her complaint, but they ſoon loſt their ef- 
A and diarrhœa enſued upon every attempt to 
increaſe the frequency of the doſe. Draughts with 


Infuſ. Digital. were then directed to be taken twice 
SL + 5 
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a day. The effect was a powerful action on the kid- 
neys, and a reduction of the ſwellings, but without 
ſickneſs. A degree of appetite returned, but ſtill 
the tendency to diarrhoea exiſted, and kept her 
weak. Tonic medicines were then tried, but with- 
out advantage, and in a month it was neceſſary to 
have recourſe to the Digitalis again. It was direct- 
ed in a half pint mixture; an ounce to be taken 
thrice in twenty-four hours. On the 2d day, find- 
ing her ſymptoms very much relieved, ſhe took in 
the abſence of her nurſe, nearly a double doſe of 
the medicine. The conſequence was great ſickneſs, 
languor continuing for ſeveral days, and almoſt a 
total ſtop to the ſecretion of urine, from the time the 
ſickneſs commenced. 


The caſe now became totally unmanageable in 
my hands, and, after a fortnight, I was diſmiſſed, 
and another phyſician called in; but ſhe did not 
long 9 ll 


This was not the firſt, nor the laſt inſtance, i in which 
J have ſeen too large a doſe of the medicine, defeat 
the very purpoſe for which it was directed. | 
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Auguſt 22d. Mrs. gi Ft. 3. Extreme 
faintineſs; anaſarcous legs and thighs; great diffi- 
culty of breathing, troubleſome cough, frequent 
chilly fits ſucceeded by hot ones; night ſweats, and 


a x tendency to diarrhoea. Apprehenſive that the, 
f more 


more urgent ſymptoms were * by wat 


„% A8 E 8. 1783. 


in the 
lungs, I directed an Infuſion of Digtal, with an 
ounce of diacodium to the half pint to prevent it 
purging, a wine glaſs full to be taken every night at 
bed-time, and a mixture with confe&. cardiac. and 
puly. * to be given in ſmall doſes aſter every 


| outs ſtool. 


f 


"ay the fourth * ſhe was better in all MIN ; 
had made a large quantity of water and did not purge. 


In a few days more ſhe loſt all her complaints, ex- 


cept the cough, which gradually left * without 
any further aſſiſtance. WS 


15 was 2grecably deceived in the event of this caſe, 
for I expected after the water was removed, to have 


hada N to contend with. 


AS E cxxl. | 
Auguſt 25th. T—— WA, Eſq; At, 50. A free 
liver, diſeaſed viſcera, belly very tenſe, and much 
ſwollen; fluctuation perceptible, but the ſwelling 


circumſcribed; pulſe 132. This gentleman was un- 
der the care of my very worthy friend Dr. Aſh, 


who, having tried various modes of cure to no pur- 


poſe, aſked me if I thought the Digitalis would 


anſwer in this caſe. I replied that it would. not, 


for I had never ſeen it effectual where the ſwelling 
appeared very tene and circumſcribed. It was tried 
however, but did not leſſen the ſwelling. 1 mention 
this caſe, to introduce the above remark, and alſo 

| $2 0 
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to point out the great effect the Digitalis has upon 


the action of the heart; for the pulſe came down to 


96. He was afterwards tapped, and continued, for 


ſome time under our joint attendance, but the pulſe 
never e n nor did the en return, 


G A 8 E af cxxII 


September 7th. Mr. 3 Et. 43. After ſey 5 


ſevere attacks of ill formed gout, attended for ſo 
time paſt with jaundice and other ſymptoms of alt. 
eaſed viſcera, the conſequences of intemperate living, 
was ſent to Buxton; from whence he returned in 
three weeks with aſcites and anaſarca. Under this 


complicated load of diſeaſe, I preſcribed repeatedly 


without advantage, and at length gave him the Digi- 
talis, which carried off the more obvious ſymptoms 
of dropſy ; but the jaundice, loſs of appetite, dif- 

eaſed viſcera, &c. rendered his recovery impoſlible. 


1784. ü 
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February 12th. Mrs. C „Et. 54. A ſtrong 


ſhort woman of a florid — ; complained of 


great fullneſs acroſs the region of the ſtomach ;'ſhort 
breath, a troubleſome cough, loſs of appetite, pau- 
city of urine; and had a browniſh yellow tinge on 
her ſkin and in her eyes. - She dated theſe com- 
plaints from a fall ſhe had through a trap door about 


the beginning of winter. From the beginning of - 
January to this time, ſhe had been repeatedly let 


3 on 
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blood. had taken calomel purges with jallap; ; pills 


of ſoap, rhubarb and calomel; ſaline julep with 


acet. ſcillit. nitrous decoction, en mercury rubbed 
down, infus. amarum purg. &. After the failure 


of medicines ſo powerful, and ſeemingly ſo well 


adapted, and during the uſe of which all the ſymp- 
toms continued to increaſe, it was evident that a 


favourable event could not be expected. However, 


tes the infuſum Digitalis, but it did nothing. I 


then gave her pills of quickfilver; ſoap and ſquill. 
with decoction of dandelion, and after ſome time, 


chryſtals of tartar with ginger. Nothing ſucceeded 
to our wiſhes, and the increaſe of orthopncea com- 


pelled me occaſionally to relieve her by draſtic 
purges, but theſe diminiſhed her ſtrength, more in 


proportion than they relieved her ſymptoms. Tinc- 


_ ture of cantharides, fal diureticus and various other 


means were occaſionally tried, but with very little 


effec, and ſhe died towards the end of March. 


af A 8 E . 


| March 31ſt. Miſs We, Et. 0. Had hive 


fubjet to 7 peripneumonic affections in the winter. 


She had now total loſs of appetite, very great debi- 
lty, difficult breathin g; much cough, a conſiderable 


degree of expectoration, and a paucity of urine. She 


Had been blooded, taken ſoap, aſſaf. and fquill, 


afterwards aſſaf. and ammon. with acet. ſcillit.: 
put all her complaints increaſing, a bliſter was ap- 


plied to her back, and the Digitalis infuſion directed 


5 Key te be taken every night. The effect was an increaſed 
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ſecretion of urine, a conſiderable relief to her breath, 


and ſome return of appetite ; but ſoon afterwards 
ſhe became hectic, ſpat purulent matter, and died 
in a few weeks. 


April 12th. Mrs. H—, of L—, Et. 61. 
In December laſt this Lady, then upon a vt! in Lon- 
don, was attacked with ſevere ſymptoms of® 


ripneumony. She was treated as an aſthmatic 
patient, but finding no relief, ſhe made an effort 


to return to her home to die. In her way through 


this place, the latter end of December, I was deſired 


to ſee her. By repeated bleedings, bliſters, and 
other uſual methods, ſhe was ſo far relieved, that 


| the wiſhed to remain under my care. Aſter a 
while ſhe began to ſpit matter and became hectic. 
With great difficulty ſhe was kept alive during the 


diſcharge of the abſceſs, and about the end of March 


ſhe had ſwelled legs, and unequivocal ſymptoms of 


dropſy in the cheſt. Other diuretics failing, on the 


12th of April I was induced to give her the Digi- 


talis in ſmall doſes. The relief was great and effec- 


tual. Aſter an interval of fifteen days, ſome ſwel- 
lings Rill remaining in the legs, I repeated. the 
medicine, and with ſuch good effect, that ſhe loſt 
all her complaints, got a keen appetite, recovered 
her ſtrength, and about the end of May undertook 
a journey of fifty miles to her own home, where ſhe 


* remain in perfect health. 
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84 CASES. 1784. 


CASE. Cxxvl. 
2 17th. Mr. Fan, Et. 59. A very fa 


man, and a ſree liver; had long been ſubject to 
what was called aſthma, particularly in the winter. 


For ſome weeks paſt his legs ſwelled, he had great 
ſenſe of fullneſs acroſs his ſtomach ; a ſevere cough ; 
total loſs of appetite, thirſt great, urine ſparing, 


his breath ſo difficult that he had not lain down in 


bed for ſeveral nights. Calomel, gum ammoniac, = 


tincture of cantharides, &c. having been given in 
vain, I ordered two grains of pulv. fol. Digitalis 
made into pills, with aromatic ſpecies and ſyrup, to 
be given-every night. On the third day his urine 
was leſs turbid; on the fourth conſiderably in- 
creaſed in quantity, and in ten days more he was 


free from all complaints, and has ſince had no 


| 4 8 


K 8 E CXXVII. 

May 7th. Miſs — Et. 8. After a long 
continued ague, became hectic and dropſical. Her 
belly was very large, and ſhe had a total loſs of ap- 
petite. Half a grain of fol. Digital. pulv. with 2 
gr. of merc. alcalis. were ordered night and mor- 
ning, and an infuſion of bark and rhubarb. with ſteel 


wine to be given in the day time. Her belly began 
to ſubſide in a few days, and ſhe was ſoon reſtored 


to health. Two other children in the family, 


affected nearly in the ſame way, had died, from the 


anon being perſuaded that an ague in the ſpring 


Was 
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was healthful and ſhould not be ſtopped. —I know 
not how far the recovery in this caſe may be attri- 
buted to the Digitalis, but the child was fo near 
dying that I dared not traſt to any leſs ene 
diuretic. " 


CASE CxxvII. 


June 1 3th. Mr. 1 Et. 45. A fat man, had 
formerly drank hard, but not latterly: laſt March 
began to complain of- difficult breathing, ſwelled 
legs, full belly, but without fluctuation, great thirſt, 
no appetite; urine thick and foul; complection 
browniſh yellow. Mercurial medicines, diuretics 
of different kinds, and bitters, had been trying for 

the laſt three months, but with little advantage. I 
directed two grains of the fol. Digital. in powder to 
be taken every night, and infuſ. amar. with tinct. 
facr.. twice a day. In three days the quantity of his 
urine increaſed, in ten or twelve days all his 1 
toms 3 and he has had no "Tm . 


0 A... I; E CXXIX. 


We” 11th, Mr. N——, of W 1 54. 
A large man, of a = complexion ; had been ſub- 
ject to ſevere fits of aſthma for ſome years, but now 
worſe than uſual. The intermitting. pulſe, the 
great diſturbance from change of poſture, and the 
ſwelled legs induced me to conclude that the exacer- + 
bation of his old complaint was occaſioned by ſerous 
effuſion. I directed pills with a grain and half of the 
| F 3 * 
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pulv. Digital. to be taken every night, and as he was 
coſtive, jallap made a part of the compoſition. He 
was alſo directed to take muſtardſeed every morning 
and a ſolution of aſſafetida twice in the day. The 
effect of this plan was perfectly to our withes, and 
in a ſhort time he recovered his uſual health. About 
half a aN afterwards he died apoplectic. 


64x s E CXXX. 


Mary B-—. A young unmarried woman. Her 
diſeaſe 8 to me a dropſy of the right ovari- 
um. She took an infuſion of Digitalis, but, as I ex- 
pected with no good effect. She is ſtill, l am 
informed, Hey in the ſame ſtate. 


oe cxxx- 


5 12th. Mrs. A——, of 0 „At. 56. 
Aſter a ſeries of indiſpoſitions for une years, 

became dropſical; and had long been confined to 
her chamber, unable to lie down or to walk. She 
was ſo feeble, her legs ſo much ſwelled, her breath 
ſo ſhort, and the ſymptoms of diſeaſed viſcera ſo 
ſtrong, that I dared not to entertain hopes of a cure; 
but wiſhing to relieve her more urgent ſymptoms, 
directed quickſilver rubbed down and fol, Digital. 
pulv. to be made into pills: the doſe, containing 
two grains of the latter, to be given night and 
morning. She was alſo ordered to take a draught 
with a dram of æther twice a day, and to have ſca- 
pulary iſſues. | Her breath was ſo much relieved, 
1 | Wy that 
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that ſhe was able ſoon afterwards to come down | 
ſtairs; but her eee was too much broken to 
nümit of a ee 70 


0 A 8 E cxxxll. 
Jul 16th. Mr. Den of W Et. 31. 


After a tertian ague of 12 months continuation, ſuf- 


fered great indiſpoſition for 10 months more. He 
chiefly complained of great ſtraitneſs and pain in 
the hypochondriac region, very ſhort breath, 

ſwelled legs, want of appetite. He had been under 
the care of ſome very ſenſible practitioners, but his 
complaints increaſed, and he determined to come to 
Birmingham. I found him ſupported upright i in, 
his chair, by pillows, every attempt to lean. back 


wr ſtoop forward giving him the ſenſation of inftanta- 


neous ſuffocation. He ſaid he had not been in bed 


for many weeks. His countenance was ſunk and 


| pals - his lips livid ; his belly, thighs and 5 


greatly ſwollen; hands and feet cold, 
94 almoſt black, pulſe 160 tremulous beats 


mi but the pulſation in the carolid ILY 


was ſuch as to be viſible to the eye, and to 
ſhake his head ſo that he could not hold it ſtill, 
His thirſt was very great, his urine ſmall in quantity, 
and he was diſpoſed to purge. | I immediately 


ordered a ſpoonful of the infuſum Digitalis every 
ſix hours, with a ſmall quantity of laudanum, to 


wr 


prevent its running off by ſtool, and decoction of 
leontodon taraxacum to allay his thirſt. The next 


" he began to make water RR and could 
allow 


n + 
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18 and turbid. 
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allow of being put into bed, but was raiſed high 


with pillows. Omit the infuſion. That night he 
parted with fix quarts of water, and the next night 
could lie down and ſlept comfortably: July 2 iſt. 


he took a mild mercurial bolus. On the 225th. the - 


diuretic effects of the Digitalis having nearly ceaſed, 


he was ordered to take three grains of the pulv. 
Digital. night and morning, for five days, and a 


draught with half an dunce of vin. chalyb. twice a 
day. Auguſt 15th. He took a purge of calomel and 
jallap, and ſome ſwelling ſtill remaining in his legs, 
the Digitalis infuſion was repeated. The water 


having been thus entirely evacuated, he was or- 
dered ſaline draughts with acetum ſcilliticum and 


pills of ſalt of ſteel and extract of gentian. About 


Aa month after ll; he returned home ny well. 


© A 8 E CxxXXIII. 


Juh 28th. Mr. A—— of W——, Et, 29, be- 
came dropſical towards the cloſe of a pulmonary 
canſumption. He was ordered 12 grains of pulv. 
fol. cicutz and 1 of Dj gitalis twice day. No re- 


markante effect took place, 


+ -m A S E cxxxiv. 


July 31. Mr. 8 Et. 37. Hydrothorax. 
A ſingle grain of fol. Digital. pulv. taken every 
night for three weeks cured him. The medicine 
never made him ſick, but increaſed his urine, which 
: became clear; whereas before it "uae been high co- 


CASE 


A 8 E 8. 8g — by 


Cc A S 2 CXXXV. 
a 6th. Mr. C 


ing. He had been for ſome time under the care of 
an eminent phyſician of this place, but his com- 


* proving unuſually obſtinate, he conſulted 
I directed an infuſion of Digitalis to be taken 


_—_ night, and a mixture with ſquill and tincture 


of cantharides twice every day. In about a week 


he became better, and continued daily mending. 


He has ſince enjoyed perfect health, having quitted 


a line of buſineſs which expoſed him to drink too 
much, 


C&S 8 CXXXVI. 


Auguſt 6th. Mr. M of C „Et. 44. Aſcites 
and anaſarca, preceded by ſytnptoms of the epileptic 
kind. He was ordered to take two grains of pulv. 
Digitalis every morning, and three every night ; 
likewiſe a faline draught with ſyrup of ſquills, every 
day at noon. His complaints ſoon yielded to this 
treatment, but in the month of November following 
he relapſed, and again aſked my advice, The Digt- 
talis alone was now preſcribed, which proved as effi- 
cacious as in the firſt trial. He then took bitters 
twice a day, and vitriolic acid night and morning, 

and 1 now enjoys good health. | 


Before the Digitalis was preſcribed, he had * 


jallap purges, ſoluble tartar, ſalt of ſteel, vitriol of | 


copper, &c, 
pper, bc. 93 


% 40: - 


Aſthma and anaſarca, the conſequence of free liv- 
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4 5 K OXIVEL. 
Auguſt 10th. Mrs. W „Et. 55: An ana- 
ſarcous leg, and ſciatica ; full habit. After bleed- 
ing and a purge, a bliſter was applied in the man- 
ner recommended by Cotunnius ; and two grains 
of fol. Digital. with fifteen of fol. cicutæ were di- 
rected to be taken night and morning. The medi- 
cine acted only as a diuretic; the pain and ſwelling 
of the limb gradually abated; 2 I have not heard 
of 25. return. | 


1 muſt here bear witneſs to the efficacy of Co- 
tunnius's method of bliſtering in the ſciatica, having 
uſed it in a great number. of caſes, and generally 


with ſucceſs. 


(= ws Or 8 CXXXVIIL | 
Auguſt 16tb, Mrs. A of 8, Et. 58, 
About the middle of 8 began to complain of 


ſhort breath, great debility, and loſs of appetite. At 


this time there were evident marks of effuſion i in the 
thorax, and ſome ſwelling in the legs. The ad- 


vanced age, the weakneſs, and other circumſtances 


of this patient, precluded every idea of her recovery; 
but ſomething was to be attempted. Squills and 


| bother remedies had been tried; I therefore directed 


pills with two or three grains of the puly. Digitalis 
to be taken every night for ſix nights, and a ſaline 


Araught with forty drops of acetum ſcillit. twice in 


we day. She took but. few of the draughts, ſeldom 
more 


CA $58: S. . 91 
more than half one at a time, for they purged her, 
and ſhe diſliked them. The pills ſhe took regularly, 
and with the happieſt effect, for ſhe could lie down, 
her breath was very much relieved, and a degree of 
appetite returned. Sept. 4th, ſome return of her 
yOu demanded the further uſe of diuretics. 
I was afraid to puſh the Digitalis in ſo hazardous a 
ſubjeR, and therefore directed tinct. amara with tin. 
canthar. and pills of ſquill, ſeneka, ſalt of tartar and 
gum ammoniac. Theſe medicines did not at all 
check the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and on the 26th 
it became neceſſary to give the Digitalis again. The 
pills were therefore repeated as before, and infuſ. 
amarum with fixed alkaly ordered to be taken twice 
a day. The event was as favorable as before; and 
from this time ſhe had no confiderable return of 
dropſy, but languiſhed under various nameleſs 
ſymptoms, until the middle or end of November. 


O A 8 E CXXXIX. 


458. 16th. Mrs. P of S——, Æt. 50. For 
a particular account of this pation, ſee Mr, Yange's 
ſecond . 


n en 


Sept, 2oth. 1 „Eſq. A true ſpaſmodic 
aſthma of many years continuance. Aſter every 
method of relief had failed; both under my manage- 
ment, and alſo under the direction of ſeveral of the 
ableſt dig cians of this kingdom; I was induced to 

give 


—— 


92 ES. "2 1784. 
give him an infuſion of the Digitalis. It was conti- | 
nued until nauſea came on, but Procured no relief. 


CASE CXII. 1 


 Offoter 5th. Mr. "EY At. 43. (The 8 | 
mentioned at No. 102.) He had purſued his former 
mode of life, and had now a return of his com- 
plaints, with evident marks of diſeaſed viſcera. His 


belly not very large, but uncommonly tenſe. From 


this circumſtance I did not expect the Digitalis to 
ſucceed, and therefore tried for ſome time to re- 


lieve him by the ſaline julep, with acet. ſcillitic. 


jallap, mercury, ſyrup of ſquill, with aq. cinnam. de- 
coction of Dandelion, &c.; but theſe being admi- 
niſtered without advantage, J was driven to the 
Digitalis. As he was very weak and much emaci- 
ated, I only gave two grains night and morning for 


five days. As no increaſe of urine took place, I 
uſed alkaline ſalt with tin. cantharides:— This 


proving equally unſucceſsful, on the 18th, Idirected 
two ounces of the infuſum Digitalis night and mor- 
ning. This was continued until nauſea took place, 
but the kidney ſecretion was not increaſed. Squill 


with opium, deobſtruents of different kinds, ſubli- 
mate ſolution, fixed alkaly, tobacco infuſion, were 


now ſucceſlively tried, but with the ſame want of 


ſucceſs. The fullneſs of his belly made it neceſſary. 
to tap him, and by repeating this operation he 
en alive to the end of the year. | 


CASE 
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Ofober 19th. Mrs. R, of B „Et. 47. 
Suppoſed Aſthma, of eighteen months F She 
had kept her room for four months, and could not 
lie down without great diſturbance; was very thin, 
and had totally loſt all inclination for food. She 
was directed to take two gr. of pulv. fol. Digital. 

night and morning for five days, and infuſum ama- 
Tum, at the hours of eleven and five. In the courſe 
of a week ſhe was much relieved, and could remain 
in bed all night. After a few days interval ſhe took 
the Digitalis for five days more, and was ſoon after 
that well enough to come down ſtairs and conduct 
R n affairs. | 


A April 1 78 5, ſhe "Oe a Light return, but not 
ſuch as to confine her to her chamber. She expe- 
Tienced the ſame relief from the ſame medicine, but 


continuing it for ſeven days without interruption, = 


: excited nauſea, 


CASE CU. 


 Oflober. 28th.” Mr. A 
eule After an attack of that kind, had ſt ill a 


troubleſome ſenſe of weight about his loins, nowand 
then riſing to pain, and a degree of dyſuria, toge- 


ther with a want of appetite. Theſe ſymptoms not 
readily yielding to the uſual methods of treatment, 
I directed an infuſion of Digitalis. The fourth doſe 

TEA. MN | cauſed 


„ ſubject to nephritis 
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n 


cauſed a copious flow of urine ; the ſixth made him 


ſick, and he was more or leſs ſick at times for three 
_ ; ut it no more of his wappnen, 


I don't believe it is at all noodidey to being on 
ſickneſs in theſe caſes, but an unexpected abſence 
from town prevented me from ſeeing him time 
nga to * the exhibition of the medicine. 


d A 8 E CxLV. 
October 31ſt. Mrs. c- , of W——, Et. 67. 

Aſthma, and very thick hard legs of long continu- 
ance. The laſt month or two her breath worſe than 
uſual, her belly ſwollen, her thighs anaſarcous, and 
her urine in ſmall quantity. After trying garlic, 
ſquill, and purgatives without advantage, I directed 
the Digital. Infuſ. After taking about five ounces, 
her urine. from thick and turbid, changed to clear 
and amber coloured, its quantity conſiderably in- 
_ creaſed, and her breathing eaſy. - Contrary to my 
orders, but impelled by the relief the had found, 
ſhe finiſhed the remaining three ounces of the in- 
fuſion, which made her very ſick, and the free flow 
of urine immediately ceaſed. No medicine was 
adminiſtered for a fortnight, during which time her 
complaints increaſed. I then directed an infufion 
of tobacco, which affected her head, but did not 
increaſe her urine. She had recourſe again to the 
Digitalis infuſion, which once more removed the 
fulneſs of the belly, reduced the ſwellings of her 
thighs, and relieved her breath, but had no effect 


| —_— ee 
| CASE 


. 2d. Miſs 2 of 8 Et. 22. Aves 
evident fluctuation in the abdomen, which was 


conſiderably diſtended, whilſt the reſt of her frame 


was greatly emaciated. The preſence of cough, hec- 
tic fever, and other circumſtances, made it probable 
that this apparent aſcites was cauſed by a purulent, 
and not a watery effuſion. However it was poſſible 
I might be miſtaken ; the Digitalis was therefore 
given, but without any advantage. 


The further progreſs of the diſeaſe cotifiinied my 


Airſt OOO” and the died conſumptive. 


0 A S E CXLVI. 


Nov. ach. Mr. 3 of M 
to trouble ſome nephritic complaints, and after the laſt 
attack did not recover, or void the gravelly concretions 


as uſual, a ſenſe of weight acroſs his loins continuing 


very troubleſome. The uſual medicines failing to 
relieve him, I ordered four grains of pulv. Digital. 
to be taken every other night for a week, and fif- 


teen grains of mild fixed vegetable alkaly to be ſwal- 


lowed twice a day in barley water. He ſoon loſt all 
his complaints ; but we muſt not in this. caſe too 
haſtily attribute the cure to the Digitalis, as the al- 


kaly has alſo been found a very uſeful medicine in 


5 fimilar es. 
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' Nov. 4th. Mr. B of N——, Et. 60. Had 
been much ſubject to gout, but his conſtitudlan be- 
ing at length unable to form regular fits, he became 
dropfical. Pulv. fol. Digital. in doſes of two or three 


grains, at bed-time, gave him ſome relief, but did 


not perfectly empty him. About three months af- 
terwards he had occaſion to take it again; but it 
then produced no effect, and he was ſo debilitated 
that it was not urged further. | 


G As E, CXLVIE. - 


Me}. t 35: In the lk Hage 
of a phthiſis pulmonalis, was attacked witli a moſt 


urgent and painful difficulty of breathing. Suſpeck- 


ing this diſtreſs might ariſe from watery effuſion in 
the cheſt, gave him Digitalis, which relieved him 
ccnſiderably; and during the remainder of his life 
bis MEAD never became fo bad 3 


Fr w 
Vo. 1 3th. Mrs. . 


68. One of thoſe rare caſes in which no urine is 


ſecreted. It proved as refractory as uſual to reme- 


dies, and not having ever ſucceeded in the cure 


this diſeaſe, I determined to try the Digitalis. 


was given in infuſion, and, after a few doſes, — 
ſecretion of a ſmall quantity of urine ſeemed to juſ- 


tity the attempt. The next day, howe ver, the ſe- 


cretion 
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cretion ceaſed, nor could it be excited again; tho' 
at laſt the medicine was puſhed ſo as to occaſion 


ſickneſs, which continued at intervals for three 
1 


0 r en 
Nov. 20th Mrs. B—, Et. 28. In the laſt 


ſtage of a pulmonary conſumption became dropſi- 
cal. I directed three grains of the pulv. Digital. to 


be taken daily, one in the morning, and two at 
night. She took twenty grains without any ſenſi- 


ble effect. 


= A 3. FE : aan 


Nov. 23d. Maſter W 
hydrocephalus internus. A grain of pulv. fol. Di- 
gitalis was directed night and morning. After 
three days, no ſenſible effects taking place, it was 
omitted, and the mercurial plan of treatment 
adopted. The child lived near five months after- 
wards. Upon diſſection near four ounces of water 
were found in the ventricles of the brain. 


1 E CLII. 
Nov. 26th. Mrs. W——, Et. 65. I had at- 


tended this lady laſt winter in a very ſevere perip- 

neumony, from which ſhe narrowly eſcaped with 

her life. When the cold ſeaſon advanced this win- 

ter, ſhe perceived a difficulty in breathing, which gra- 

dually became more and more troubleſome. I found 
| G ge | 


„ Et. 7. Suppoſed 


" 
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her much harraſſed by a DIY which occaſioned her 


to expectorate a little: the leaſt motion increaſed her 
dyſpnœa; the could not lie down in bed; her legs 


were conſiderably fwelled, her urine ſmall in quan- 


tity. I directed two grains of pulv. Digitalis made 
into a pill with gum ammoniac, to be taken every 
night, and to promote expectoration, a ſquill mix- 


ture twice in the day. Her urine in five days be- 


came clear and copious, and in a fortnight more ſhe | 
loſt all her complaints, except a cough, for RAD 


the took the lac ammoniacum. 


It is not 8 that Fre guil night have 
ſome ſhare in this cure. 


CASE CGun. 


December 57th. Mr. H—, Xt. 42. A large 
fat man, very ſubje& to gravelly complaints. Af- 
ter an attack in the uſual manner, continued to feel 
numbneſs in his lower limbs, and a ſenſe of weight 

acroſs his loins. I directed infuſum Digitalis to be 
given every ſix hours. Six ounces made him fick, 


and he took no more. The next day his urine in- 


creaſed, a good deal of fand paſſed with it, and he 
loſt his diſagreeable feels, but the ſickneſs did not 
entirely ceaſe before the fourth day from Its _ 


mencement. 


CASE 


F ne . ——...ñ —Zà I - 
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December 27th.“ Mr. B—, of H . 3. 
Symptoms of kydrothimell,ra at firſt ebleniely; after- 
wards more diſtinctly marked. Many things were 
tried, but the ſquill alone gave relief. At length 
this failed. About the third month of the diſeaſe, 
a grain of pulv. Digital. was ordered to be taken 
night and morning. This produced the happieſt 
effects. In March following he had ſome flight 
ſymptoms of relapſe, hich were ſoon removed by 
the ſame medicine, and he now enjoys good health. 
For a more particular narrative fee caſe the fn, 


communicated by Mr. Vonge. 


8 4 3 1 cnn: 


December 3 iſt. Mrs. BZ——, of E—, Et. 50. 
An ovarium dropſy of long continuance. She took 
three grains of pulv. Digital. every night at bed 
time, for a fortnight, but without any effect. 


GaAs FE an 


5 A poor man in this town, after his kidneys had 
ceaſed to ſecrete urine for ſeveral days, was ſeized 
with hickup, fits of vomiting, and tranſient delirium. 
After examination I was ſatisfied the diſeaſe was 
the ſame as that mentioned at CXLIX. A very expe- 
rienced apothecary having tried various methods to 
relieve him, I deſpaired of any ſucceſs, but deter- 
mined to try the Digitalis. It was accordingly given 
G 2 in 


s. 
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in infuſion. At firſt it checked the vomitings, but 
did not occaſion any ſecretion of urine. 


1785. 


The caſes which have occurred to me in the courſe 
of this year, are numerous; but as the events of 
ſome of them are not yet ſufficiently aſcertained, I 
think it better to withhold them at preſent. 


Jr 


$4! 


of 1019 


Vader the Direction of the Author. 


3 — 


N E four following caſes were drawn out at my 

requeſt by Mr. Cha. Hinchley, late apothecary 
to the Birmingham Hoſpital. They are all the 
Hoſpital caſes for which' the Digitalis was preſcribed 
by me, whilſt he continued: in that office. 


cas E cv. 


March 15th, 1780. John Butler, Zt. 30. 


Aſthma and ſwelled legs. He was directed to take 
myrrh and ſteel every day, and three ſpoonfuls of 
infuſum Digitalis every night. On the 8th of April 


he was diſcharged, cured of the ſwellings and ſome- 


ling 2 reheved of his aſthmatic W 


0 A 8 2 CLI. 


— 18th, 1 780. Henry Warren, Kt. 60. 
This man had a general anaſarca and aſcites, and 


was moreover ſo aſthmatic, that, neither being able 


to ſit in a chair nor lie in bed, he was obliged con- 
ſtantly to walk about, or to lean forward againſt a 
. or table. You en for him thus. 


6 3 K. Aq. 
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taking this for thirty fix hours, his urine was, diſ- 
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R. Aq. cinn. ſpt. Ziv. 
Oxymel. ſcillit. 
Syr. fcillit. aa. Jiv m. cap. na arg. ſents 


quaque nora. 
This medicine E no Mere hett Eitharge 


of urine, on the 25th you ordered the infuſion of 
Digitalis, two ſpoonfuls every four hours. Aﬀer 


charged in very great quantity; his breath became 
eaſy, and the ſwellings diſappeared in a few days, 


though he took no more of the medicine. On the 


| infuſion of 


2d of December he 505 ordered n myrrh. and lac am- 
moniacum, which he continued nel the 23d, when 
he was r wat cured, and is now in good health. 


d As E CIIX. 


Auember ad, 1781. Mary Crockett, At. 
Aſcites and. univerſal anaſanca. For one 1 | 


| took ſal. diureticus and, tincture of cantharides, but 


without advantage. On the, loth you directed the 
igitalis, a dram and half to half a Pint, 
an ounce to be taken every fourth hour. Before 
this quantity was quite finiſhed, the urine began to 
be diſcharged very copioufly, The medicine was 
then ſtopped, as you, had directed. On the 15th, 

being caſtive, ſhe took: a, jallay, purge, and on, ak 


24th he was diſcharged cured, 


ande ul: on oy ax. 


i d Mey Bika, At. 61. Grere 


fullneſs about the Romach ;  diſcaſed liver, and ana- 
| | - ſarcous 


P > 
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farcous legs and thighs. For the firſt week {quill 


was tried in more forms than one; but without ad- 
vantage. On the 22d the began with the Digitalis, 
which preſently removed all the ſwelling. | 


She was then 801 upon the uſe of aperient medi- 
cines and tonics, and on the firſt of Auguſt was dif- 
. * cured. 


The wi PI WEL EM Caſes were drawn up and com- 


municated to me by Mr. Bayley, who ſucceeded 


Mr. Hinchley as apothecary to the Hoſpital. at 
Birmingham: 


| Dean 8 | Shiffnal, April * | 1 . 


DURING my reſidence in the 
Ben General Hoſpital, I had frequent op- 
portunities of ſeeing the great effects of the Digitalis 
in dropſy. As the exhibition of it was in the fol- 
lowing inſfances immediately under your own di- 
rection, I have drawn them up for your inſpection, 
previous to your publiſhing upon that excellent 
diuretic. Of its efficacy in dropſy I have conſide- 
rable evidence in my poſfeſſion, but conſider my- 
ſelf not at liberty to ſend you any other caſes ex- 


cept thofe you had yourfelf the conduct of. The 


Digitalis is a very valuable acquiſition to medicine; 
and, I truſt, it will ceafe to be Keen when it 1 is 


well underſtood. 
| I am, Sir, your obedient, 


And very humble ſervant, 
W. BAYLEY. 
CASE 


. rr 
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* CAS E CLXI. 

Mary Hollis, aged 62, was admitted an out pa- 
tient of the Birmingham General Hoſpital February 
12th, 1784, labouring under all the effects of hy- 
drothorax; her dread of ſuffocation during ſleep 
was ſo great, that ſhe always repoſed in an elbow 
chair. She was directed to take two grains of Di- 
gitalis in powder every night and morning, and for 
a few days found great relief; but, on the eighth 
| day, as ſhe had complained of ſickneſs, and had 
been conſiderably purged, ſhe was ordered to deſiſt 
taking any more of her powders. On the 14th day 
ſhe was ordered an ounce of the following infuſion 
twice in a day: R. Fol. Digital. purp. ficc. 3ifs. aq. 
bullient. iſs. digere per ſemi-horam, colaturæ adde 
tinct. aromatic Ji. This infuſion did not purge, 
but ſometimes excited nauſea, though not ſufficient 
to prevent her from continuing its uſe. She grew 
gradually better, and on the 6th of May was dif- 
charged pertealy cured. The diuretic effects of the 
* were in this inſtance immediate. 


CASE CIAIL 


-Eduward James, Et. 21. Admitted March 20th, 
1784. Complained af great difficulty of breath- 
ing, pain in his head, and tightneſs about the ſto- 
mach, with a trifling ſwelling of his legs. Ordered 
pil. ſcillit. Zi. ter de die. On the third day his legs 
much more ſwelled, his breathing more difficult, 


_ in every reſpect worle; ; his pulſe very ſmall 
| and 
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and quick, complained when he turned in bed, of 
ſomething like water rolling from one fide of the 

thorax to the other. A remarkable blueneſs about 
the mouth and eyes, and purged conſiderably from 
the pil. ſcill. Ordered to omit the pills and to 
take 31. of infuſ. Digitalis every eight hours; the 
proportion Ziſs. to eight ounces of water and Zi. of 
aq. n. m. ſp.—7th Day, The infuſion had neither 
purged, nor vomited him: he only complained once 
or twice of giddineſs. His belly was now very hard, 
rather black on the right ſide the navel, and his legs 
amazingly ſwelled. Ordered a bolus with rhubarb 


and calomel, to be taken in the morning, and Zu. 
Julep falin. cum tin&. canthar. gutt. forty ter die. 


—12th Day, nearly in the ſame ſtate, except his 
breathing which was ſomewhat more difficult, being 


now obliged to have his head conſiderably raiſed. 


Perſiſtat—From this day to the 32d day he became 
hourly. worſe. His belly which at firſt was only 
hard, now evidently contained a large quantity of 


water, his legs were more ſwelled, and a large ſpha- 


celated fore appeared upon each outer ancle. Re- 
ſpiration was ſo much obſtructed, that he was obliged 
to ſit quite upright to prevent ſuffocation. He made 
very little water, not more than eight ounces in a 
day and a night, and was much emaciated. Ordered 
his purging bolus again, and Zii. of a mixture with 
fal diuretic. fs. to xii. three times in a day, and 
a poultice with ale grounds to his legs. 4 


"54th day. To this period there was not the leaſt 


probability of his exiſting ; his legs and thighs were 
a e . O 8 
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one continued blubber, his thorax quite flat, and 
his belly ſo large that it meafured within one inch 
as much as a woman's in this Hoſpital the day ſhe 
was tapped, and from whom twenty ſeven pounds 
of coagulable lymph were taken. He made about 
three ounces of water in twenty-four Hours: his 

penis and ſcrotum were aſtoniſhingly ſwelled, and 
no diſcharge from the ſores upon his legs. Ordered 
to take a pill with two grains of powdered Fox-glove 
night and morning. For a few days no ſenſible 
effect, but about the Goth day he complained of 
being continually giddy, and had ſome little pain 
in his ſtomach. He now made much more water, 
and dared to ſleep. His appetite which through the 
whole of his illneſs had been very bad, was alſo bet- 
ter. 66th: day. Breathing very much relieved, the 

quantity of water he made was three chamber pots 
full in a day and a night, each pot containing two 
quarts and four ounces, moderately full. Ordered 
to continue his pills, and his legs which were t | 
— to be rolled. | 


69th 5 His belly nearly redveed to-its bare 
fae, fil made a prodigious quantity of water, his 
appetite very good, habit of body rather lax, and 
bis- complexion raddy. On the ad of Zune, being 
ſtilt rather weak, he was ordered deco. cort. zii. 
ter de die; and on the 12th was CO from 
this _—_ perfectly cured. | 
W. BAYLEY.. 


* 
1 
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Mr. Bayley's reſpectful compliments to Doctor 


Withering: he ſends the caſe of Ed ward: James, 

971 a he believes. is pretty correct. He la- 

ments not having it in his power to ſend the 

meeaſure of his belly, having unfortunately 

miflaid the tape: he heard from James * 
day, and he is perfectly well. 


General Hoſpital, Auguſt 5, TION 


Cc As E cn 


On the 26th February, 1785, Sarah Ford, aged 
42, was admitted an out-patient of the Birming- 
ham General Hoſpital : ſhe complained of conſide- 
rable pain in her cheſt, and great difficulty of 
breathing, her face was much ſwelled and her 
thighs and legs were anafarcous. She had extreme 
difficulty in making water, and with many painful 
efforts The did not void more than fix ounces in 
twenty-four hours. She had been in this fituation 
about ſix weeks, during which time ſhe had taken 
ammoniacum, olibanum, and large quantities of 
ſquills, without any other effect than frequent ſick- 
neſs. Upon her commencing an Hoſpital patient, 
the following medicine was exhibited. R. gum am- 
moniac zii. pulv. fol. Digital. purp. ii. ſp. lavand. 


comp. ut fiat pil. 40. cap. ii. nocte maneque. She 


continued the uſe of theſe pills for a few days, with- 
out any ſenſible effect. On the eighth day her 


breathing was much relieved, her legs and 
thighs were not ſo much ſwelled, and in a day and 


a ni ight 


8 
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a night ſhe made five pints of water. By the 12th 
day her legs and thighs were nearly reduced to their 
natural ſize. She continued to make water in large 
quantities, and had loſt her pain in the thorax. To 
the 20th of March, ſhe made rapid advances towards 
health, when not a ſymptom of diſeaſe nnn 
ſhe was — 


COMMU- 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
FROM CORRESPONDENTS. 


London, Norfolk-ſtreet, 
May 31ft, 1785. 
| SIR, 
Mi A D the favour of your letter laſt week; 
and I ſhall be very happy if I can give you any 
intelligence relating to the Foxglove, that can an- 


{wer the purpoſe in which yo are ſo laudably en- 
ga ged. | | 


It is true that my brother, the late Dr. Cawley, 
was greatly relieved, and his life, perhaps, pro- 
longed for a year, by a decoction of the Foxglove 
root; but why it had not a more laſting effect, it is 
neceſſary I ſhould tell you that he had all the ſigns 
of a diſtempered viſcera, long before any watery 
ſwellings appeared; it was manifeſt that his dropſy 
was merely ſymptomatic, and he could therefore on- 
ly from time to time have any relief from medi- 
cine. In the year 1776, he returned from Lon- 
don to Oxon. having conſulted ſeveral phyſicians 
at the former place, and Dr. Vivian at the latter, 
but without any ſucceſs; and he was then told of 
a carpenter at Oxon. that had been cured of a 


Hydrops pectoris by the Foxglove root, and as he 
was 
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| 


was a younger, and in other reſpects an healthy 
man, his cure, I believe, remains a perfect one. 


I did not attend my brother whilſt he oak the 
medicine, and therefore I cannot ſpeak preciſely to 
the operation of it; but I remember, by his let- 
ters, that he was dreadfully fick and ill for ſeveral. 
days before the ſecretion of urine came on, but 
which it did do to a great degree; relieved his 
breath, and greatly leſſened the ſwelling in his legs 
and thighs ; ; but the two inſtances I have lately ſeen 
in this part of the world, are much ſtranger proofs 
of the efficaoy of it than my brother's caſe. 


Lam, &c. | 
ROBERT CAWLEY. 


N. B. 86 — I have another ** 
giving the Foxglove, it thall be in ſmall doſes :— 
In which I ſhould hope it might ſuceed, although it 
might be more flowly. If you ſhould try it with 
ſucceſs, I thould be yu to know what mode _ 
made uſe FH. 


Dr. Cawley' 8 proſerhption 


R. Rad. Digital. purpur. ficcat. et contuſ. zii. 
Coque ex aq. font. #11. ad Bi. colat. a 


adde aq. junip. comp. ii. 
Mell. anglic 3i. m. ſumat cochl. iv. omni 


nocte h. et mane. 
I have 
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—[ have elfeubare remarked, that 3 the Di- 
gitalis has been properly given, and the diuretic ef- 
effects produced, that an accidental over-doſe bring- 
ing on ſickneſs, has ſtepped the ſecretion of urine. 
In the preſent inſtance it likewiſe appears, that vi- 
olent ſickneſs may be excited, and continue for ; 


veral days without being accompanied by a flow of 
urine; and it is probable that the latter circum- * 


ſtance did not take place, until the ſeverity of the 
former abated. If Dr. Cawley had not had a con- 
ſtitution very retentive of life, I think he muſt 
have died from the enormous doſes he took; and 
he probably would have died previous to the aug- 
mentation of the urinary diſcharge. For if the. 
root from which his medicine, was prepared, was 
gathered in its active ſtate, he did not take at each 
doſe leſs than twelve times the quantity a ſtrong man 
ought to have taken. Shall we wonder then that 
patients refuſe to repeat ſuch a medicine, and that 
practitioners tremble to preſcribe it? Were any of 
the active and powerful medicines in daily uſe to 
be given in doſes twelve times greater than they are, 
and theſe doſes to be repeated without atttention to 
the effects, would not the patients die, and the 
medicines be condemned as dangerous and deleteri- 
ous?—Yet ſuch has been the fate of Foxglove! 


A Letter 
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A Letter to the Author, from Mr. Bopxy, ' 
Surgeon, at Broſeley, in Shropſhire. 


Dear SIR, Broſeley, 25th May, 1785. 


HAVE incloſed the preſcriptions that contained 
the fol. Digital. which I gave to Thomas Cooke and | 
Thomas n. 


Thomas "NY Xt. 49, had been il about two 
or three weeks. When I ſaw him he had no appe- 
tite, and a conſtant thirſt : a fullneſs and load in 
the ſtomach : the thighs, legs and hands, much 
ſwell' d, and the face and throat in a morning; was 
coſtive, and made but little water, which was high 
coloured; the pulſe very weak, and his breath ex- 
* ceeding bad. June 17th. R. Argent. viv Zi. conſ. 
cynoſbat. Di. fol. Digital. pulv. gr. xv. f. pil. xxiv. 
capt. ii. omni node hora decubitus. He was like- 
wiſe purged by a bolus of argent. viv. jallap, Digit. 
elaterium and:calomel, which was repeated on the 
fourth day, to the third time. From Fune 17th to 
the 29th, the ſymptoms were moſtly. removed, 
making water freely, and having plenty of ſtools ; | 
in a week after he was perfectly well, and remains 
ſo ever ſince. The cure was finiſhed by ſteel and 
bitters. 5 | 


Thomas Roberts, Æt. 40, had a deformed cheſt, 
was obliged to be almoſt in an ere& poſture when 
in bed ; the other ſymptoms were neatly the ſame 
as Cooke's. Aug zd. The mow preſcribed June 
. | X £76 
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17th for.Cooke.- 
and Digitalis, once a week. He continued the me- 
dicines till the latter end of Auguſt, when he got 
very well; but the complaint returned in Jan. worſe 


than before. He is now much better, but I have great 


reaſon to believe he liver to be diſeaſed. 
x; am, with the * be WY | 
Yo very bügel humble ſervant, 
DANIEL BODEN. 


P. S. The ſecond patient, on his relapſe, took 
Digitalis again, combined with other things. 


CASE communicated by Mr. C AU SER, 
Surgeon, at n Worceſterſhire. 


Mr. P. of H. M 


, in the pariſh of 


Kingſwinford, aged about 60; had been a ſtrong 


healthy, robuſt, corpulent man ; worked hard early 
in life at edge-tool making, and drank freely of 


ſtrong malt liquor; for many years had been ſub- 
_ Jed to gout in the extremities ; for a few years paſt 


had been very aſthmatic, and the gout in the ex- 


tremities gradually decreaſed. When I firſt faw 


him, which was Sept. 12, 1779, his legs were ana- 
farcous, his belly much ſwelled, and-an evident fluc4 
tuation of water. His breathing very bad, an irre- 
gular pulſe, and unable to lie down. His eaſieſt 

© Ry SOLE poſture” 
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poſture was ſtanding with his body leaning over a 
chair, in which fituation he would continue many 
hours together, labouring for breath, with the ſweat 
trickling down his face very profuſely; the urine 
in very ſmall quantity. Diuretics of every kind I 
could think of were uſed with very little or no ad- 
vantage. Bliſters applied to the legs relieved very 
conſiderably for a time, but by no means could I 
| Increaſe the urinary diſcharge. Warm ſtomachic 
medicines were given, and at the fame time ſina- 
piſms applied to the feet, in hopes of enticing gout 
to the extremities, but without any good effect. 
- November 22d. The ſwelling conſiderably increaſing, 
an emetic of acet. ſcillitic. was given, which. acted 
very violently, and increaſed the urinary diſcharge 
_ conſiderably. He continued better and worſe, uſing 
different kinds of diuretic and expectorating medi- 
cines until September 1 781, when the diſeaſe was ſo 
much worfe, E did not expect he could live many 
days. The acet. ſcillitic. was repeated, a table 
ſpoonful every half hour, till it acted briſkly up- 
wards and downwards; but without increafing the 
| urinary diſcharge.— On the 1 7th of September 1 in- 
fuſed 3iii. of the fol. Digitalis in Jvi. of boiling 
water, for four hours; then Rtrained it, and added 
H. of tin&. aromatica.—On the 18th he began by 
taking one ſpoonful, which he was to repeat every 
half hour, till it made him very fick, unleſs giddi- 
* neſs, loſs of fight, or any other difgreeable effect 
took place. I had never given the medicine before, 
and had prepared him to expect the operation to 
4 ere. 4 fow him again on the 21ſt; he 
, 2 | 0 
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had taken the medicine regularly, till the whole 
quantity was conſumed, without perceiving the leaſt 
effect of any kind from it, and continued well till 
the evening of the following day, when a 
little ſickneſs took place, which increaſed, but 
never ſo as to occaſion either vomiting or purging, 
but a ſurpriſing diſcharge of urine. The ſaliva in- 
creaſed ſo as to run out of his mouth, and a watery 
_ diſcharge from his eyes; theſe diſcharges continued, 
with a continual ſickneſs, till the ſwelling was to- 
tally gone, which happened in three or four days. 
He afterwards-took ſteel and bitters ; and continu- 
ed very comfortably, without any return of his 
dropſy, until the the 7th of April 1782, when he 
was ſeized with an epidemic cough, which was very 
frequent with us at that time. His ſwellings now 
returned very rapidly, with the greateſt difficulty 
in breathing, and he died in a few days. Bliſters 
and expeRorating medicines were uſed on this laſt 
return, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. CausER. 


MIs. 8. , the ſubject of the following Caſe, 
was as ill as it is poſſihie for woman to be and reco- 
ver; from the inefficacy of the medicines uſed, I 
am convinced no medicine would have ſaved her 
but the Digitalis. I never ſaw ſo bad caſe reco- 
vered; and it ſhews, that in the moſt reduced ſtate 
of body, the medicine in ſmall * * * 
ſafe and efficacious. 


H 2 7 N. B. The 
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N. B. The Digitalis, in pills, never occaſioned the | 
leaſt ſickneſs. She took two boxes of them. 


3 

January 2d, 1785. Mrs. S—, of W. 
near Kidderminſter, aged 38, has been affected 
with dropſical ſwellings of her legs and thighs, 
about ſix weeks, which have gradually grown worſe; . 
has now great difficulty i in breathing, which is much 
increaſed on moving; a very irregular, intermit- 
tent pulſe, urine in very ſmall quantity, and in the 
ſeventh month of her pregnancy: a woman of 
very delicate conſtitution, with tender lungs 
from her infancy, and very ſukject to long conti- 
nued coughs. 


R. pulv. ſcillæ gr. . 5 
Jalap gr. x. ſyr. roſar. ſolut. tinct. ſenn. 24 


311. aq. menth. v. limpl. Ziſs. m. mane ſumend. 


R. puly. ſcillæ di. G. ammonizc. fapon. venet. 
aa 3iſs. ſyr. q. f. f. pilul. 42 cap. iii. nocte 
maneque. | 


On the 7th found her worſe, and the RY 
increaſed ; the urine about "00 in the ets Tad 


hours. N 


R. Fol. ſiccat. . Digital. 3111. coque in. aq. fontan. 
Sxii. ad Zvi. cola et adde. aq. juniper. comp. 
Sil. ſacchar. alb. 3ſs. m. * cochlear. i. e. 


4tis horis. 95 
She 
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She took about three parts of the medicine be- 

fore any effect took place. The firſt was ſickneſs, 
| ſucceeded by a conſiderable diſcharge of urine. 
She continued the medicine till the whole was con- 
ſumed, which cauſed a good deal of lickneſs for | 
three or four . 


1 ſaw Ky again on the 12th. The quantity of 
urine was much increaſed, and the ſwelling dimi- 


_ Pulſe and won better. 


R. Fol. ſicc. Digital. G. aſſafetid. aa zi. calomel. 
PP- gr. 5 ſp. lavand. comp. q. ſ. fiat pilul. 
xxxii. cap. ii. omni nocte hora ſomni. 


A plentiful diſcharge of urine attended the uſe 
of theſe pills, and ſhe got perfectly free from ber 
dropſical ae 


March 15th ſhe was delivered: had a good la- 
bour, was treated as is uſual, except in not hav- 
ing her breaſts drawn, not intending ſhe ſhould 
ſuckle her child, being in ſo reduced a ſtate. Conti- 
nued going on well till the 18th, when ſhe was ſeized 
with very violent pains acroſs her loins, at times ſo 
violent as to make her cry out as much as labour 
pains. Enema. cathartic. F " papav. applied to 
| the part. | 1 


R. Puly. i ipecacoan. gr. vi. opii. gr. iv. 8 q. . 
flat pilul. vi. capt. i. 2da * hora du- 
rante dolore. 


M3 | R. Julep. 
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R. Julep. e camphor. ſp. minder. aa 311. capt. 
cochlear, 1 i. larg. poſt ** mee” 2 


| nth Sinking ſhort, unable to lie down, very 

| irregular low pulſe ſcarcely to be felt, fainty, and 

a univerſal cold ſweat : no appetite nor thirſt, ſpaſ- 

modic pains at times acroſs the loins very . violent, 
þut not ſo frequent as on the preceding day. 


R. Gum ammoniac, aſafotid. az Zi. camphor. 
gr. xii. fiat pilul. 24, capt. ii. 3tia quaque 
hora in cochlear, 1 ii. mixtur. ſeq. 


R. Balſam, peruy, ziii. mucilag, G; arab. q. ſ. 
flor. zinci g. vi, aq. menth. ſimp. Ibſs. m. 


Applic. Emp, veſicat. femorib. interns 


R. Sp. vol. feetid, elixir. paregor. balſam. 
- Franmatic, aa Ziii. capt. cochlear, 12 ur⸗ 
gente languore. 


AL goth, Much the ſame; makes very little water, 
and the legs begin to ſwell. —Applic, Emp, e pice 
burgund. lumbis. g 


23d. The ſwelling very much iceenfecs UPON 
gutt. xv, acet, ſcillitic, ter die in two ſpoonfuls of 


the following anne 


N. Infuſ. baccar. juniper. Zvi, tind, amar. tindt, | 


ſtomachic, aa Zi, m. 
ap 
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e Much the ſame. = | 


28th. The tolling” Air increaſed, in 
other reſpects very much the ſame. 


20th, Breathing very bad, with cough arid pain 
acroſs the ſternum, unable to lie down, legs, thighs, 
and body very much ſwelled, urine not more than 


four or five ounces in the twenty-four hours; hot 
and feveriſh, with thirſt. 


Applic. Emp. veſicat. ſtomacho et ſterno. 


R. 6. aſſafetid. Oi. pulv. jacob. Oi. rad. ſcill. re- 
cent. gr. xii. extract. thebaic. gr. iv. f. pilul. 
xvi. cap. iv. omni nocte. 


R. Sal. nitr. ſal. diuretic. aa 3ii. pulv. e contrayerv. 
comp. Zi. ſacchar. Zi. emulf. commun. Wi. 
aq. cinnam. ſimpl. Zi. m. capt. cochlear. iv. 


April 2d. Much the ſame, no increaſe of titine. 


3d. Breathing much relieved by the bliſter, which 
runs profuſely. Repeated the medicines, and con- 
tinued them till the | 


12th. The cough very bad, pulſe irregular, ſwel- 
ling, much increaſed, urine in very ſmall quantity, 
not at all increaſed; great lowneſs and fainting. 
She deſired to have ſome of the pills which relieved 
e 
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her ſo much when with child. L was almoſt afraid 

to give them, but the inefficacy of the other me- 
dicines gave me no hopes of a cure from continu- 
ing them, which made me venture to * with 
n . | 


R. Fol. ficcat. Digital. G. aſſafetid. aa 31. tp. la- 

vand. comp. q. ſ. f. pilul. xxxii. cap. ii. om- 
ni mane; et omni nocte cap. Pilul. e ſtyrace 
gr. vi. 


17th: Conſiderable increaſe of urine. 


21ſt. Swelling a good deal diminiſhed; urine. 
near four pints in twenty-four hours, which is more 


than double the quantity ſhe drinks. 


' Applic. Emp. veſicat, femoribus internis. 


"1 


The Digitalis pills and opiate at bed-time conti- 
nued. Takes a tea cup of cold chamomile tea eve- 
Ty morning. 


— 


25th. Swelling much diminiſhed, makes plenty 
of water, appetite much mended, cough and breath- 
ing better. She omitted the medicine fer three 
days; the urine began to diminiſh, the ſwelling 
and ſhortneſs of breathing worſe. On repeating it 
for two days, the diſcharge was again augmented, 
and a diminution of the ſwelling ſucceeded. * She 


has continued the pills ever ſince till the 14th of 
May; | 
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May; the dropſical ſymptoms and cough are en- 
tirely gone, the water is in ſufficient quantity, her 
ſtrength is recovered, and ſhe has a good appetite. 
All ſhe now complains of is a weight acroſs her ſto- 
mach, which is worſe at times, and ſhe thinks, un- 
leſs it can be removed, ſhe ſhall have a return of 
er we | tl | 


Extract of a Letter from Doctor FowLER, 
L 


I UNDERSTAND you are going to publiſh 
on the Digitalis, which I am glad to hear, for I have 
long wiſhed to ſee your ideas in print about it, and 
I know of nq one (from the great attention you 
have paid to the ſubject) qualified to treat on it but 
yourſelf. There are gentlemen of the faculty who 
give verbal directions to poor patients, for the pre- 
paring and taking of an infuſion or decoction of the 
green plant. Would one ſuppoſe that ſuch gentle- 
men had ever attended to the nature and operation 
of a ſedative power on the functions, parucularly 
the vital? Is not ſuch a vague and unſcientific mode 
of proceeding putting a two edged ſword into the 
the hands of the ignorant, and the moſt likely me- 
thod to damn the reputation of any very hog and 
powerful medicine? And is it not more than probable 
that the negled of adhereing to a certain and regular 
| preparation of the nicotiana, and the want (of what 
you emphatically call) a prafticable doſe, have been 
the chief cauſes of the once riſing reputation of 


. . 
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that noted plant being damned above a century 


ago? In ſhort, the Digitalis i is beginning to be uſed 


in dropſies, (although ſome patients are ſaid to go 


off ſuddenly under its adminiſtration) ſome what 
in the ſtyle of broom aſhes; and, in my humble 


opinion, the public, at this very inſtant, ſtand in 
great need of your precepts, guards, and cautions to- 


wards the ſafe and ſucceſsful uſe of ſuch a power- 


ful ſedative diuretic; and I have no doubt of your 


minute attention to thoſe particulars, from a regard 
to the good and welfare of mankind, as well as to 
your own 1 reputation with — to that medicine. 


I aber in officer in the Staffordſhire militia, 


who died here of a dropſy five years ago. The Di- 


gitalis relieved him a number of times in a wonder- 
ful manner, ſo that in all probability he might have 
obtained a radical cure, if he would have refrained 
from hard drinking. I underſtood it was firſt or- 
dered for him by a medical gentleman, and its ſe- 
dative effects proved fo mild, and diuretic opera- 
tion ſo powerful, that he uſed to prepare it after- 
wards for himſelf, and would take it with as little 


ceremony as he would his tea. It is faid, that he 


was ſo certain of its ſucceſsful operation, that he 
would. boaſt to his bacchanalian companions, when 
much ſwelled, you ſhall ſee me in two days time 
quite another man, | 


CASES 
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CASES communicated by Mr. J. FREEN, 
* Surgeon, in Birmingham. 


c A'SP * 


Nov. 1780, Mary Ferry, dense Hadbeen bed 
to aſthma for ſeveral years; after a ſevere fit of it her 
legs began to ſwell, and the quantity ef urine 
to diminiſh. In fix weeks ſhe was much troubled 
with the ſwellings in her thighs and abdomen, which 
decreaſed very little when ſhe lay down: fhe made 
not quite a pint of water in the twenty-four hours. 
F ordered her to take two ſpoonfuls of the infuſion 
of Foxglove every three hours. By the time ſhe 
had taken eight doſes her urine had mereafed to 
the quantity of two quarts in the day and night, 
but as ſhe complained of nauſea, and had once vo- 
mited, I ordered the uſe of the medicine to be ſuſ- 
ſpended for two days. The nauſea being then re- 
moved, ſhe again had recourſe to it, but at inter- 
vals of fix hours. The urine continued to diſcharge 
freely, and in three weeks ſhe was s perfectly cured 
of "OE twellings. 


December, 1701 41 poor woman, wa had been 
afflicted with an ague during the whole of her preg- 
nancy, and for two months with dropſical ſwellings 


of the feet, legs, thighs, abdomen,” and labia pu- 


denda; was at the nn. of the ſeventh month 
taken 


dropſy. I * therefore content myſelf with ſpeci- 
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taken in labour. On the day after her delivery 


the ague returned, with ſo much violence as to en- 
danger her life. As ſoon as the fit left her, I be- 


gan to give her the red bark in ſubſtance, which 
had the deſired effect of preventing another pas 
roxyſm. She continued to recover her health for a 
fortnight, but did not find any diminution in the 
ſwellings; her legs were now fo large as to oblige 
her to keep conſtantly on the bed, and ſhe made 
very little water. I ordered her the infufion of 
Foxglove three times a day, which, .on the third 


day. produced a very copious diſcharge of urine, 
without any ſickneſs; ſhe continued the uſe of it 
for ten days, and was then able to walk. Having 

loſt all her ſwellings, and no complaint remaining 


but weakneſs, the bark and ſteel — the 
cure. | Pp 


Extract of. a Letter from Doctor Jo ON ES, 
I in Lichfield. 
h ANXI OUS to pevewgs athens apa Som 


the patients, to whom I gave the Foxglove, I have 
unavoidably been delayed in anſwering your laſt 


favour. However, I hope the delay will be made 
up by the efficacy of the plant being confirmed by 


the enquiry. . Long caſes are tedious, and ſeldom 


read, and as ſeldom is it neceſſary to deſcribe: eve- 


ry ſymptom; for every caſe would be a hiſtory of 


wn 


4 
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fying the nature of the diſeaſe, and when the drop- 
ſy is attended with any other affection ſhall notice 


it. 


Two years have ſcarcely elapſed ſince I firſt em- 
ployed the Digitalis; and the ſucceſs I have had 
has induced me to ufe it largely and frequently. 


. 


Ann Willott, 50 years of age, bab a patient 
of the Diſpenſary on the 11th of April 1783. She 
then complained of an enlargement of the abdo- 
men, difficulty of breathing, particularly when ly- 

ing, and coſtiveneſs. She paſſed ſmall quantities 
of hi gh- coloured urine; and had an evident fluctu- 
ation in the belly. Her legs were cedematous. 

Chryſtals of tartar, ſquills, &c. had no effect. The 
13th of June ſhe took two ſpoonfuls of a decoction 
of Foxglove, containing three drams of the dry 
leaves, in eight ounces, three times a day. Her 
urine ſoon increaſed, and in a few days ſhe paſſed 
it freely, which continued, and her breath re- 


turned. 
3. ee e 
Mr. „45 years of age, had been long 


ſubject to dropſical ſwellings of the legs, and made 
little water. Two ſpoonfuls of the ſame decoction 


twice a day, ſoon relieved him. 


CASE 


_ Mrs.: 
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BoA: $8... 1: 


aged 70 years. A lady frequently affliged 
with the gout, and an aſthmatical cough. Aſter a 

long continuance. of the latter, ſhe bad a great di- 
minution of urine, and conſiderable difficulty of 
breathing, particularly on motion, or when lying. 

Her body was much bound. There was, however, 
no apparent ſwelling. She took three ſpoonfuls of 


an aperient decoction of forty-five grains in fix 
ounces and a half, every other morning. The urine 
.was plentiful thoſe days, and her breathing much 
relieved. In two or three weeks after the uſe of it 
ſhe was perfectly reſtored. The purgative medicine 
neither increaſed the urine, nor relieved the breath- | 
| ing, till the Foxglove was added. 


This ſpring the long laboured: with the 3 in 
her ſtomach, which terminated in à fit in her hand. 
During the whole of this tedious illneſs, of nearly 
three months, ſhe paſſed little urine, and her breath- 


ing was again ſhort. _ 


She took the ſame preparation of : Foxglove with- 
out any diuretic effect, and afterwards two and three 
grains of the powder twice a day with as little. The 


dulcified ſpirits of vitriol, 8 quickly pro- 
| moted #6 er ſecretion. | | 


CASE 
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CAS * 4 


Mr. C „ 46 years of age, had 2 ſwel- 
lings of the e and paſſed little urine. He took 
the decoction with three drams, and was ſoon re- 
lieved. 


CASE * 


Lady —. took three grains of the dried 
leaves twice a day, for ſwelled legs, and ſcantineſs 
of urine, IN — 


CASE VI. 


Ms. Slater, aged 36 years. For dropſy of hs 
belly and legs, and ſcantineſs of urine, of ſeveral 
weeks ſtanding, took three grains of the powder 
twice a day, and was quite reſtored in ten days. 
She took many medicines without effect. 


CA 8 R˖ 


Mrs. P, in her 7oth year, took three 
grains of the powder twice a day, for ſcantineſs of, 
urine, and AG: d legs, without effect. 


C A 8. E VII. 


Ann Winterleg, in her 26th year, had e | 
ſwellings of the legs, and paſſed little urine: ſhe 
was relieved by two drams, in an 1 eight ounce de- 
coction. 


CASE 
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GiA $.8. .1% 


William Brown, aged 76. In the laſt ſtage: of 
dropſy of the belly and legs, found a conſiderable 
increaſe of his urine by a decocuon | of Foxglove, 
but it was not permanent. 


8 A S. E 4 


Mr.. — years of age, and be: very grofs 
habit of body, became highly dropſical, and took 
various medicines, without effect. One ounce of 
the decoction, with three drams of the dry leaves 
in eight ounces, twice or three times a day, increaſed 
his urine prodigiouſſy. He was evidently better, 
but a little attendant nauſea overcame his reſolution, 
and in the courſe of ſome weeks afterwards he fel 


a vita, to his obſtinacy. 385 
0 A 8 E * 
Mrs. Smith, about 50 years of age, ad a bl. 
ous illneſs of many weeks, had a jaundice, and be- 
came dropſical in the legs. Two ſpoonfuls of the 


decoction, with three drams twice a day, increaſed 
her urine, and abated the * 


1 AS E XII. 


Wi 8 about 60 years of age. Took 
the decoction in the ſame way for ks of the legs. 
with little effect. 


casE 
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„ XIII. 


was ; delivered of three children, and became drop- 


ſical of the abdomen. She paſſed little or no urine, 
had conſtant thirſt, and no appetite. She took two. 
ſpoonfuls of an eight ounce decoction, with three 
drams twice a day. By the time ſhe had finiſhed 
the bottle, (which muſt have been on the fourth 


day,) ſhe had evacuated all her water, and could 
go about. Her appetite increaſed with every doſe, 
and ſhe recovered without farther help. 


CAS E xv. 


Miss M M 
been infirm from her cradle, and, after various ſuf- 
ferings, had an aſtoniſhing cedematous ſwelling c 


one leg and thigh, of many weeks ſtanding. She 
paſſed little or no urine, and had all her other com- 
plaints. She took 2 ſpoonfuls of an eight oz. decoc- 


tion of two drams, twice a day. Her urine imme- 
diately increaſed; and, on the third day, my ſwel- 
* had entirely ſubſided. 


8 Y 8 E 0W-:; 


MI. P-—, 6 5 years of age, and of a full habit 


of body. Had lived freely in his youth, and for 
many years led rather an inactive life. His health 
was much impaired ſeveral months, and he had a 


conſiderable diſtention, and evident fluctuation in 
1 . the 


88 about thirty-four years of age, 0 


, in her 20th year. Had 


| 
1 
| 
| 
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the abdomen, and a very great œdema of the legs 
and thighs. His breathing was very ſhort, and ra- 
ther laborious, appetite bad, and thirſt conſidera- 

ble. His belly was bound, and he paſſed very ſmall - 
quantities of high-coloured urine, that depoſited a a 
reddiſh matter. He had taken medicines ſome 
time, and, I believe, the Digitalis; and had been N 
better. 


A bliſter was applied to the upper and inſide of 
each thigh; he took two ſpoonfuls of the decoction, 
with three drams of the dry leaves, two or three 
times a day; and fome opening phyſic occaſion- 
ally. 


| | He lived at a ee G and I did not 

| viſit him a ſecond time; but I was well informed, 

| about ten days or a fortnight afterwards, - that his 

| urine increaſed amazingly upon taking the decocti- 
on, and that the water was entirely evacuated. 


| Se 1--C A 5: © Iv 


| _ - Mrs. G, aged 50 years. Aſter being long 
I” ailing, had a large collection of water in the abdo- 
men and lower extremities. Her urine was high- 
coloured, in ſmall quantities, and had a reddiſh 
ſediment. She took the decoction of Digitalis. 
ſquills, &c. without any effect. The chryſtals of 
tartar, however, 9 her Wee 


* A 
M4 r 
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85 * , 
4 252 1 9 43'S wt « 


from CORRESPONDENTS. 135 


o AS E  XVIL 


Mr. ——, about 50 years of age, complained | 
of great tenſion and pain acroſs the abdomen, and 
of loſs of appetite; his urine, he thought, was leſs 
than uſual, but the difference was fo trifling he 
could ſpeak with no certainty: his belly ſeemed to 
fluctuate. Among other things he tried the Fox- 
glove leaves dried, twice a day; and, although it 
appeared to afford him relief, yet the effect was not 
permanent. +. - 


a 


Mr. W- 8 aged between 60 and 70 years; 
and rather corpulent: was conſiderably dropfical, 
both of the belly and legs, and his urine in ſmall 
quantities. Three grains of the dry leaves, twice 
a day, evacuated the water in lefs #0 a fortnight. 


GA SE MM © 
Sarah Taylor, 40 years of age, was ame in- 

to the Diſpenſary for dropſy of the abdomen and 

legs; and was relieved by the Decoctum _— "1. 

num. 128 . 7 VE |. 


„ O, . | 
Lydia Smith, aged 60. Diſpenſary. Laboured | 


many years under an aſthma, and became dropſi- 
cal. She took the decoction without effect. 


12 AE ( 


—— ä —̃ — . oy 
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CASE XXL. 


J ohn Leadbeater, aged 15 years. Had a quoti- 
dian intermittent, which was removed by the hu- 
mane aſſiſtance of an amiable young lady. His 
intermittent was ſoon attended by a very conſidera- 
ble aſcites; for which he became a patient of the 
Diſpenſary. He took a decoction of Foxglove night 
and morning. His urine increaſed immediately, 

and he loſt all his ek in four days, 


C AS E XXII. 


* William Millar, FO? 50 years. Admitted into 
the Diſpenſary for a tertian ague, and general drop- 
Ty. The dropſy continuing after the ague was re- 
moved, and his urine being ſtill paſſed in ſmall 
quantities; he took the powdered leaves, and re- 
en his health in five days. 


IRE Lat moo nt on no — 


G A 8 * XXIII. 


a * — 
* 


he Wakelin, 10 years of age. Had for ſeve- 
ral weeks a dropſy of the belly after an ague. She 
took a decoction of Foxglove, which removed all 
complaint by the fourth 8855 


15 A 8 E XXIV. 


3 Ann Meachime; a Diſpenſary et Had an 
aſcites and ſcantineſs of urine. She took the pow- 
SSR oo 8.1 der 
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der of F oxglove, and evacuated all her water in 


three days. 


It may not be improper to -obſerve, 1ſt. That 


various diuretics had long been given in many of 
theſe caſes before I was conſulted. And, 2dly. 
That the exhibition of the F *oxglove was but ſeldom 


attended with  fickneſs. OY TO Oe 1 


"In. E MAR k 8. 


Theſe Caſes, thus pe by my 
friend, Dr. Jones, are more acceptable, as they 
ſeem to contain a faithful abſtract from his notes, 


both of the unſucceſsful as well as the ſucceſsful . 


Caſes. 


The following Tabular View of _ will give us 
| ſome Idea of the efficacy of the Medicine. 


1 — . 7 Caſes - Cured - - he 


| Relieved - 1 


5 | Failed 3 
Aſcites = s Caſes - Cured - - 4 
EEE | | Relieved - 1 
 CEdematous leg 1 Caſe Cured - 


1 

1 
Aſcites and anaſarca- 7 Caſes - Cured -'- 4 
. Relieved 2 

1 

1 

1 


CV PO Failed 
Aſthma and dropſy - 1 Caſe - Failed - 
 Hydrothorax and gout 1 Caſe - Cured - 


OAT HH 3 2 Cafes - Cured — x 


and anaſarca - - 


1 "A CASE 


X \ 
n 
— 2 


_ 
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A CASE of Anaſarca communicated by Mr. 
' JoxEs, Surgeon, in Birmingham. | 


Dear : 8 IR, 
HA VI N 'G lately experienced 


the diuretic 486 75 of the e api in a caſe of 


22 


ing a ſhock hiſtory of the treatment to you. vis 


PE 1 


I am, Kc. 8 5 


ani cin _ is uf n NES. 


Ma 17th, 3 


My patient, Mrs. C n is in her giſt | 


e had the following ſymptoms, viz. alternate 


ſwelling of the legs and abdomen, a little cough, 
ſhortneſs of breath in a morning, thirſt, weak pulſe, 
and her urine, which was ſo ſmall in quantity as 
ſeldom to amount to half a pint in twenty-four 
hours, depolited = a * ſediment. 


April 1 bth, 1 785 5, I directed the following form: 


R. Fel Digitalis ſiccat. 3ii. 
A. fontanæ bullient. Zviii. f. infuſ. et cola. 
Sumat cochl.  larga i ii. 0. . et e 3 


4 


On the 27h the had takes i tie of hs Wen. 
and thqugb by miſtake only two tea ſpoonfuls for a 
9 * 
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doſe, yet the quantity of urine was increaſed to 


about a pint in the twenty-four hours. She was 


then directed to take two table 1 ee night and 
morning. And. | 


On the 18th, a degree of nauſea was produced. 
A pint and halfofurine was made in the laſt twen- 


ty-four hours. During the time above ſpecified ſhe 


had two or three ſtools every day. The infuſion 
was now omitted. 


On the 1 qth the felling of the legs was remov- 
ed. A degree of nauſea took place in the morning. 
and increaſed ſo much during the day, that ſhe \ vo- 
mitted up all her food and medicine. As ſhe was 
very low, and complained of want of appetite, a 
cordial julep was directed to be taken occaſionally, 
as well as red port and water, mint tea, &c. She 
informed me that whatever ſhe took generally ſtaid 


about an hour before it came up again, and that the 


mint tea ſtaid longeſt on the ſtomach. The vomit- 


ing decreaſed gradually, and ceaſed on the 22d. 


The diſcharge af urine remained conſi derable dur- 


ing the three following A but its quantity was 


not meaſured. 85 | 1 


22d. A doſe of neutral aline julep was z Aivedted 


to be taken ny fourth hour. 


On the 25d ſhe complained of thirſt, and thought 
the diſcharge of urine not ſo copious as,on the pre- 
ceding days, therefore the ſaline julep was continu- 
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ed every fourth hour, with the addition of _ h 
drops of the following medicine: „ i . 


Re. Aceti ſcillitic. zvi. 
Tiinct. aromat. zii. 
Tinct. thebaic. gutt. xx. m. 


The bowels have been kept open . the 19th, 
by the occaſional uſe of emollient os | 


On the 24th the legs were much ſwelled again; 
ſhe complained of languor and a degree of nauſea. 
The diſcharge of urine increaſed a little ſince the 
23d. Her pulſe was low and her tongue ,white. 
The urine, which had been rendered clear by the 
infuſion of F . now e a whitiſh ſedi- 
n 

On the 2 N. her 3 5 to return, the 
ſwelling of the legs diminiſhed, and ſhe thought 
herſelf much relieved. The urine was conſiderable 
in quantity, and clear. 


On the 26th ſhe was thirſty and languid. The 
x ſwelling was removed; the quantity of urine diſ- 

. in the laſt twenty-four hours was about a 

pin t. „She continued to mend from this time, and 

is now in good health. e 

A  giddineſ of the head, more or leſs remarkable 
at times, was obſerved to follow the uſe of the. F ox- 
glove, and it laſted nine ar ten days. 


. n, 
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This is the ſecond time that I have relieved this 
patient by the infuſion of Foxglove. I uſed the 
ſame proportion of the freſh leaves the firſt time as 
I did of the dried ones the laſt. The violent vo- 
miting which followed the uſe of the infuſion made 
with the dried leaves, did not take place with the 
| freſh, though ſhe took near a pint made with the 
ſame A NL: of the herb freſh gathered. 


R E M A u K * 


TH E above is à very inftrudtive caſe, 48 it 
teaches us how ſmall a quantity of the infuſion was 


neceſſary to effect every deſirable purpoſe. At firſt 


fight it may appear from the concluding paragraph, 

that the green leaves ought to be preferred to the 
dried ones, as being ſo much milder in their opera- 
tion; but let it be noticed, that the ſame quantity 
of infuſion was prepared from the ſame weight of 
the green as of the dried leaves, and conſequently, 


as will appear hereafter, the infuſion with the dried 
leaves was five times the ſtrength of that before 


prepared from the green ones. We need not won- 
der, therefore, that the effects of the former were 
ſo diſagreeable, when the doſe was five times greater 
than it ought to have been. But what makes this 
matter ſtill more obvious, is the miſtake mentioned 
at firſt, of two tea ſpoonfuls only being given for a 
doſe. Now a tea ſpoonful, containing about a 

| fourth or a fifth part of the contents of a table 

| ſpoon, the doſe then given, was very nearly the 
fans as that which had before been taken of the 
infuſion 
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infuſion of the green leaves, ' and it produced pre- 


_ eiſely the ſame effects for it increaſed the urinary 


_— W dnl AY 1 nn rom arr 


7 * 


Fw 7 


Letter from Doctor 3 STONE, Phyſician 
0 e 2 "Birmingham." ; 


ar „ 


e following caſes are ſelecled 
Gam many « others in which I have given | the Digi- 
talis purpurea; and from repeated experience of its 
efficacy after other diuretics have failed, I can re- 
commend it as an effectual, and when properly 
managed, a ſafe medicine. 


Tam, ke. - 


Birmingham, Kay bg: - 18 Ji OHNSTO or 


e 8th, 8 I was: ain to þ agen 3 Mr. 
Grd a gentleman of a robuſt habit, who had led 
a regular and temperate life, Et. 68. He was 
affected with great difficulty of xeſpiration, and cough 
particularly troubleſome on attempting to lie down, 
;cedematous ſwellings of the legs and thighs, abdo - 
men tenſe and fore on being preſſed, pain ftriking 
from the pit of the ſtomach to the back and ſhoul- 
ders; almoſt conſtant nauſea, eſpecially after taking 


food, which he frequently threw up; water thick 


and * palled with — and in 
ſmall 
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fmall quantity; body coſtive ; pulſe natural; face 
much emaciated, eyes yellow and depreſſed. He 
had been ſubject to cough and difficulty of breathing 
in the winter for ſeveral years; and about four 
years before this: time, after being expoſed to cold; 
was ſuddenly deprived of his ſpeech and the uſe of 


the right fide, which he recovered as the warm wea- 


ther came on; but ſince that time had been remark- 
ably coſtive, and was in every reſpe& much debili- 


tated. He firſt perceived his legs ſwell about a year 


ago; by the uſe of medicines and -exerciſe, the 
felling: ſubſided during the ſummer, but returned 


on the approach of winter, and gradually increaſed 


to the ſtate in which T found them, notwithſtand- 

ing he had uſed different preparations of ſquills and 
a great variety of other, diuretic. medicines. 1 

ordered the following mixture. | 


N. Foliorum Digitalis purpur. recent. Züii. deco- 


que ex aq. fontan. Zxii ad Zvi colaturz adde 


JTiinctur. aromatic. 


Syr. zinzib. aa Zi. m. capt. cochl. duo larga ſe- 
cunda quaque. hora ad quartam vicem niſi 


prius nauſea ſupervenerit. 


March gth. He took four doſes, of the mixture 
without being in the leaſt ſick, and made, during 
the-night 3 of two — of n coloured 
water. | 


* 


: by ER 4 Te : | ; - 
iris i agil | 40th. 


- nes * * 
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10th. Took the : remainder of the mixture yeſter- | 
day afternoon. and evening, and was ſick for a ſhort 
time, but made nearly the ſame quantity of water 
as before, the ſwellings are confiderably diminiſhed, 
his appetite increaſed, but Me, is ſtill coſtive. 
R. Argent. viv. . Dru. aa 95 tere — ex- 
tinctionem merc. et adde gum. ammon. 
Diii aloes ſocotorin. 3ſs rad. ſcil. recent. s 
"hx, impl. 4. £ . maſs. in Sis a divid. 
cap. iii. bis in . 1 7 . 


14th. 3 to — — — e wh. by 
ſwellings of his legs have gradually decreaſed ; yh 
neſs and tenſion. of the abdomen conſiderably leſs. 


Omittant. pil. cap. miſtur. c. decod. Digitalis Kc. 
3tia quaque hora ad 3tiam vicem. 5 


1 5th. Made a pint and a half of water Laſt night, 
without being in the leaſt ſick, and is in every 
reſpect conſiderably better. Repet. Pillul. ut 
antea. 8 e en ee | 


21ſt. Makes water as uſual hen t in health, and 
the wt wo. ph are en 1 5 


R. Infus. amar. 3v. tinctur. Rhei den 30. . 
135 rit vitriol.- dulc. 3ii. ſyr. zinzib. zvi. m. _ 
2 iii. larg. ter in die. Ts 


He ſoon gained. ſufficient ſtrength to ; ad him 


to 80 4 ey. and returned home in much better 
2 
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health than he had been from the time he was 
affected with the paralytic ſtroke, and excepting 


ſome return of his aſthmatic complaint i in the win- 
ter, hath ede ſo ever err 


c As E U. 

R—— Howgate, a man much addicted to intem- 
perance, particularly in the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, 
At. 60, was admitted into the Hoſpital near 
Birmingham, May 17, 1783. He complained of 
difficulty of breathing, attended with cough, parti- 
cularly troubleſome on lying down; drowſineſs and 
frequent dozing, from which he was rouſed by 
ſtartings, accompanied with great anxiety and op- 
preſſion about the breaſt ; cedematous ſwellings of 
the legs; conſtant We to make water, which 
he paſſed with difficulty, and only by drops ; pulſe 
weak and irregular ; body rather coſtive ; face much 
emaciated; no appetite for food. —Cap. pil ſcil. rep 
ter in die.“ ä 6 


May 20th. The pills have had no effect. i | 
miſtur. c. + Deco. Digital. Kc. cochl. ii. arg. i 
quaque hora, ad ztiam vicem. Bl 


May 21ſt. Made near two quarts of water in the | 


night, without being in the leaſt ſick. | He _—_ 
1 


23 


. *R. Rad. ſei, recent. fapon caſtiliens. pulv. Rhei opt. aa. "gi. 
| ol. junip. gutt. xvi. ſyr. balſ. q. s. f. maſs. in pil. xxiv. _, 


113 Prepared in the ſame manner as in the lormer caſe; · 
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the uſe of, the mixture three times in the auy till 


the goth, and made about three pints of water daily, 


by which means the ſwellings were entirely taken 

away; and his other complaints ſo much relieved, 
that on the 6th of June he was diſmiſſed free from 
complaint, except a ſlight cough. But returning to 
his old courſe of life, he hath had frequent attacks 


of his diſorder, which have been rpc removed whe 


—_— =, cage 


Extract of a letter 8 Mr. . Surgeon 
ee Tan 


Alx. "I was 3 54 years of age, his diſ- 


eaſt a dropſy of the abdomen, attended with 


anafarcous ſwellings of the limbs, &c. brought on by 


exceſlive drinking. I believe the firſt ſymptoms of 


the difeaſe appeared the beginning of November, 


1776 ; the medicines he took before you ſaw him, 


were ſquills in different forms, ſal diureticus and 


calomel, but without any good effect; he begun the 
Digitalis on the 10th of July 1 777 ; a few doſes of 
| It caufed a giddineſs in the head, and almoſt de- 
prived him of fight, with very great nauſea, but 


— 


very little vomiting. after which a conſiderable flowof 


-urine enſued, and in a very ſhort time, a very little 
waterremained eitherin the cavity of the abdomen, 


or the membrana adipoſa, but he remained exceſlive 


weak, with a fluttering pulſe at the rate of 150 or 
Frequently 160 in a minute; he kept pretty free 


[ from. water for upwards of twelve months ; - it then 


collect- 
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collected, and neither the Digitalis nor any other 
medicine would carry it off. I tapped him the 2d 
of Auguſt 1779 in the uſual place, and took fome 
gallons of water from him, but he very ſoon filled 
again, and as he had a very large rupture, a conſi- 
derable quantity of the water lodged in the ſcrotum, 
and could not be got away by tapping in the uſual 
place., I therefore (on the 28th of the fame month) 
made an inciſion into the lower part of the ſcrotum, 
and drained off all the water that way, ' but he was 
ſo very much reduced, that he died the 8th or gth 
of . September following, which was about two years 
and two months after he firſt begun the Digitalis. 


I have had ſeveral dropſical patients relieved, and 
ſome perfectly recovered byſthe Digitalis, fince you 
attended Mr. Moggs, but as I did not take any notes 
or make any memorandums. of 3 cannot give 

you any of them. A 


Communications from Dr. Srokxs, Phyſician, 
Me, es in Stourbridge. 3 


Dear 810. 


4 os Eo I ACCEPT vith pleature your 
invitation to communicate what I know reſpecting 
the properties of Digitalis; and if an account. of 
wh others had diſcovered * you,” with a de- 
tail 


3 _—_ * N f " — 
. ® See this account in the Introduction. 


_— 


144 COMMUNICATIONS 

tail of my own experience, ſhall be allowed the 

merit of at leaſt a well meant acknowledgment, for 
the early communication you were ſo kind to make 
me, of the valuable properties you had found in it; 

1 ſhall conſider my time us well employed. A know- 
ledge of what has been already done is the beſt 
ground work of future experiment; on which ac- 
count I have been the more full on this ſubject, in 
hopes that given with the cautions which you mean 

il to lay,down in the cure of dropſies, it may prove 

= alike uſeful in that of other diſeaſes, one of which 

. n * the N of ind. 


CASE + 


{ Mrs. M- © Orthopnea, e and exceſſive 
oppreſſion at the bottom of the ſternum. Pulſe 
irregular; with frequent intermiſſions. Appetite 
very much impaired, Legs anaſarcous. 1 


Empl. veſicator. trdlort dolent. 
Infuſ. Digilal. e ziii. ad. ag. Oc. viii. — 7. o. 
n. donec nauſea excitetur vel diureſis 9885 7291 


co ſa — = 


| of 
mr: abdorels it of the above ſtrength, and to be re- 
peated often, on account of the great emergency of 
the caſe, but the naufea excited by the firſt doſe pre- 
vented its being given at ſuch ſhort intervals. A 3d 
doſe. I found had been given, which was followed by 
vomitings. All her complaints gradually abated, | 
© N e © 


— 4 x 
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but in about a fortnight recurred, notwithſtanding 
the uſe 4 infuſ. amar. c. | 


Dec. 2 Hi Digit. e. 355 ad ag. Oc. Joi, cochl. 
ii. horts Ge. u. a. 


Complaints gradually hated: foellings of. the * 
legs nearly eee, BP 


About a month afterwards you was deſired to viſt | 
this Patient. 8 : 


* 


\ — 


. For reaſons aſſigned at p. 100, I did not intend to introduce 
any caſe, occuring under my own inſpection, in the courſe of the 
preſent year; but it may be ſatisfactory to continue the hiſtory of 
this diſeaſe, as Dr. N s narrative n otherwiſe be incom- 


* 
1785. 
| e S . 
Fan. Zth. Mrs. M——, Et. 48. Hydrothorax and anafar- _ 
cous legs, of eight months duration. She had taken jallap, ſquill, 
ſalt of tartar, and various other medicines. I found her in a very 
reduced ſtate, and therefore directed only a grain and half of the 
Pulv. Digital. to be given night and morning. This in a few 


days encreaſed the ſecretion of urine, removed her difficulty of 
breathing, and reduced the ſwelling of her legs, without * dif- 


 turbance to her ſyſtem. 


Three months afterwards, a e attack of gout in her r legs 
we: arms, removing to her head, ſhe died. 


Dr. Stokes had an opportunity of examining the dead body, 
and 1 had the ſatisfaction. to learn from him, that there did = 


OOO any return of the dropſy. = 
"I On- 


3 


_ 


wn = 
X $78 * — 
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On the examination of the body I noticed, woman = 
ry * following 9 . 


os 4 Oz. of bloody water Kew out, on ele- 


+ vating het upper half of the ſcull, and a ſmall quan- 
_ tity alſo was found at the bah 


Bzäix- Rlood-veſſels turgid with bloat! and 
many of thoſe of conſiderable ſize diſtended with air. 


A very {light watery effuſion between the Pia Ma- 
ter and Tunica arachnoidea. About 4 oz. of watery 
fluid i in the laleral ventricles. 


Trozax. In the left ad about 4 oz. of bloody 
ſerum ; intheright but little. Lungs, the hinder parts 
loaded with blood. Adheſions of each lobe to the 


pleura. Pericardium containing but a very ſmall 


quantity of fluid. Heart containing no coagula of 


blood. Values of the Aoria of a cartilaginous texture: 


as 8 If beginning to oflify. 


— Fiſeera natural, and a oiofulin of Fat 
under the. integuments of the abdomen and thorax, 


in the former to the thickneſs of an inch and up- 
. wards, and in very conſiderable quantity on the 


meſentery. denten, kidneys, &c. 


Ons. The intermitting pulſe ſhould ſeem to have 


been owing to effuſions of water in ſome of the cavi- 


ties of the Sb. as it e on the removal 


of the bert. 


CASE 
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Mrs. Gals: of K. „Et. 80. Orthopticea, 
with ſenſe of Rar e about the prœcordia. Un- 
able to lie down in bed for ſome nights paſt. Ana- 
farca of the lower extremities. Urine very ſcanty. 
Complaints of ſix weeks ſtanding. Had taken ſal. 
diuret. c. ol. juniþ.—Calom.c. jalap, et gambog. Es ol. 
Junip. c. ol. Terebinth. without effect. | 


Feb. 75 Infuſ. Digi. < zin. ad A. Gee Zvi. 
cochl. ii. tis horis. Ordered to drink largely of in- 
Fus. baccar. junip. The third doſe produced great 
nauſea which continued ten hours, during - which 
time the urine made was about a quart. The next 
day her apothecary directed her to begin again with 
it. The ſecond doſe produced vomiting. During 
the next twenty hours ſhe made two quarts.of water, 
about four times as much as the drank. 


Finn this ti time ſhe took no more of the inſus. Di- 

gital. but continued the inf. bacc. junip. until about 

March 2d, when all the ſwellings were gone down, 

her reſpiration perfectly free, and ſhe herſelf quite 

reſtored to her former ſtate of health: On the 29th 
the had an attack of jaundice which was ſome time 
after removed ; fince which the has enjoyed a good 
Nate of health, excepting that for ſome little time 
paſt her ancles have been flightly cdematous, which 
| will I truſt f ſoon yield to ſtrengthening medicines. 


1 CASE 
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GA 6 1. 


Mrs. M— G—, Et. 64. Has had fore legs 
for theſe thirty-four years paſt. Orthopneea. Senſe 
of oppreſſion at the præcordia. Pulſe intermitting. 
Legs 1 Urine ſcanty, high-coloured. 


fis, . c. 3 iſs ad ag. bull. vii. cochl. 
gits horts. 


Jock fix doſes, when nauſea was excited. Urine 
ga quart during the courſe of the night. The flow 
of urine continued, and complaints relieved. Sal. 

Mart. c. extr. gent. and afterwards with the addi- 


tion of extr. cort. for which laſt ingredient ſhe had 3 
predilection, et the cure. 


On the ſame day the next year I was ed in to 
her for a ſimilar train of ſymptoms, excepting that 
the pulſe was but Juſt perceptibly irregular. 


Lis Digital. u. a. preſeript. 


- þ 


The directions on the phial not baink attended 


to, two doſes of it were given after a nauſea had been 


excited, which, with occaſional vomitings, became 
exceedingly oppreſſive. A faline draught, given 
in Dr. Hulme's method, a draught ſal. c. c. gr. 
xi. c. conf. card. gr. x. produced no immediate 


| effect, but the nauſea gradually abating, inf. bacc. 
8 junip. was ordered; but this appeared t to augment it, 


and 
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and a great propenſity to ſleep coming on, I di- 
rected ſal. c. c. conf. card. aa gr. viii. tis horis, which 
removed the unpleaſant ſymptoms and myrrh. c. ſal. 

mart. completed the cure. During the uſe of the 
above medicines, the urine was augmented, and the 
pulmonary complaints removed, even before the nau- 
ſea left her; and the ſores of her legs which were much 
inflamed before ſhe began with the infuf. Digital. 
in a day's time aſſumed a much healthier appear- 
ance, and on her other complaints going off, they 
ſhewed a greater tendency to heal than ſhe had 
ever obſerved in them for twenty years before. This 
inſtance is a very pleaſing confirmation of the ex- 
perience of Hulſe and Dr. Baylies, and of the ad- 
vantage to be derived from a medicine, which, 
while it helps to heal the ulcers, removes that from 
the conſtitution which often readers the healing of 
them W 


: | In one caſe i in which I ordered it, the infuſion, 
| inſtead of digeſting three hours as I had directed, 
was ſuffered to ſtand upon the leaves all night. 'The 
_ conſequence was that the firſt doſe produced conſi- 
derable nauſea, | 


The two following caſes, with which I have been 
favoured by a phyſician very juſtly eminent, con- 
vince me of the neceſſity there is that every one who 
diſcovers a4 new medicine, or new virtues in an old 
one, ſhould, in announcing ſuch diſcoveries, publiſh 


to the world the exact manner in which he exhi- 
| K 3 „ 


— —— — — —ñ—ñ—ͤ << 
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bits ſuch medicines, with all the precautions neceſ. 
fary to obtain: the * ſucceſs. : 


In theſs (es my Wen en it) $4 the infuſion | 
© was given in ſmall doſes, repeated every hour or 
de two, till a nauſea was raiſed, when it was omit- 
ted for a day or perhaps twa, and then oh HT 
yo in the . manner. 


* An din ITES . by it, but filled again 
very ſpeedily, though its uſe was never diſconti- 


_ ***naucd, and who afterwards found no R's ef- 
1 fects from it, Ended fatally,” 


« In an 8 it bs e the 


quantity of urine, and abated the ſwelling, but 
which as often returned in as great a degree as 


e before, though the medicine was till given, and al- 
ways increaſed in quantity ſo as to excite nauſea. 


Ended fatally.” 


« I have tried it in many other caſes, but fans 
* very little difference in the ſucceſs attending it.“ 


May we not be allowed to conjecture that the ineffi- 


cacy of ws continued uſe is awing to its narcotic pro- 


perty gradually diminiſhing the irritability of the 
muſcular. fibres of the abſorbents, or poſſibly of the 


whole vaſeular ſyſtem, and thus adding to that 


weakened action which feems to be the cauſe of the 


generality of dropſies, which leads us to caution 


the medical experimenter againſt trying it, at leaſt 
againſt 
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againſt its continued uſe, even in ſmall doſes, in other 
diſeaſes of diminiſhed energy, as continued fever, 


Pays Nc. 


1 remain n with the a truth, 
= INE obliged and affectionate friend, 


Stourbridge, JONATHAN STOKES. 
May 17, 1785. | | 


THE three following Hoſpital Caſes, which 
= STOKES had an opportunity of obſery- 
ing, are related as inſtances of bad prac- 
tice, and tend to demonſtrate how neceſ- 
ſary it is when one phyfician adopts the 
medicine of another, that he ſhould alſo 

at firſt rigidly. adopt his method. 


8 AST £3 
Eſther K. | G Et. 8 General anaſarca, 
a and * of feven months duration. 


|  Decodt. e Digi. ziv. c. ag. i. coquend. 4 fs ca, 
Zi. odis. Joris. 1ſt Davy. 4th doſe made her fick. - 
2d Dar. The firſt doſe ſhe took to-day produced 

_ vomiting, . a 8 
3d Dar. 
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3d Dar. Minuatur dofis ad 3 fs. This Rayed upon | 
her ſtomach, but produced an almoſt conſtant fick- 
neſs. Stools more frequent,. water ſcarce ſenſibly 
increaſed ; and her ſwellings not at all reduced. 


7 Dar. Ca. Calomel. gambog. ſeill Oc. 


Ons. Sufficient time was not allowed to obſerve 
its effects, neither was the patient enjoined the free 
uſe of diluents. The diſeaſe terminated fatally. 


ani” 
William T—, Et. 42. Aſcites, with cough | 
and dyſpnœa. Abdomen very much diſtended. 


The reſt of his body highly emaciated. Urine thick, 
high coloured, and in very ſmall quantity. 


Decodi Digit. lu. in Efther ** ITY F atis horis. 


1ſt Dar of taking it. . The 4th doſe produced 
| f. ckneſs. e 


2d. Vomiting after the ſecond doſe. 
; 10th. Urine increaſed to Ihvi. 


lith. Flow of urine continues. Abdomen quite 
aaceld. ; 


12th. Ab- 
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5 1 2th. Abdomen not diminiſhed. 


' 15th. Fe FTA purging came on, and 1 the How of 
urine diminiſhed. 


23d. Belly much FIN | Took a cathart. pow- 
der, which was followed by a diminution of the 
abdomen. | | 


29th. To take a cathart. powder every ah morn- 
ing. continuing the decoct. Digit. | 


32d, Vrine exceedingly ſcanty. 


3 «th. Vin. ſill W. o. m. Oc. This produced 
diuretic effects. ; | | 


44th. Tapped. Terminated fatally. 


Oss. Here the medicine was continued till it ceaſed 
to produce diuretic effefs; and theſe effects were not 
i any . remedies. 


— 


WY 'S: E . 


George R—, Et. 52. Aſcites, general ana- 
ſarca, and dyſpnœa. His legs ſo greatly diſtended 
that it was with great difficulty he could draw the 
one after the other. 


2271 


— — — * — 
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Inſuſ. Digital. 3115. ad. aq. 15/6. cap. Zi. alien. 
horis donec nauſeam excitaverit. Rep. 3tiis rs. 
bus. tempore intermedio cap. ſol. guaic, 5 ter in 


die ex inf. ſinap. 


uſt Dar of taking. It. "oy fickiſh towards 


night. 


2d Dor Made a great quantity of water during 
the night, and ſpat up a great deal of watery phlegm. 
The firſt doſe he took in the morning has produced 
a fckneſs which has continued all day, but nd Rog 


never vomited. 


| 5 Day. The EY in his 8 ſo great 


as to make it difficult to conceive him to be the 
ſame perſon. Inſtead of a large corpulent man, he 


appeared tall, thin, and rather aged. Breathes 
freely, and can walk up and down ſtairs without i in- 


convenience . 


6th Dar. A fecond courſe of his medicine pro- 


duced a flow of urine almoſt as plentiful as the for- 


mer, though he drank little or nothing at the time. 


In a day or two after he walked to ſome diſtance. 


12th Dar. Por. purgons illico. 


24th Dar. Pot. purg. c. jalap. 3 405 diebus. 
Infu 4 Dig. 3tus diebus. 


4th Dar. DecoA. bacc. Junip. and cyder for common 
A 


"oi Dar. 


- 5 $ 
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25th Dar. R. Gamb. gr. iii. calom. gr. ii. camph. 


gr. i. Jr, fimpl, fiat pil. d. u. ſum. 
 Infuf. . ng diebus. 


21ſt Day. Made an 3 The ſuper- 
abundant flow of urine continued for the firſt three 
days after his laſt courſe ; but fince, the flow of ſa- 
liva has been nearly equal to that of urine, _ 


; \ The ſmalls of his legs Not quite radians; and are 
fuller at night. He has ſhrunk round the middle 


from four feet two inches to three feet fix inches; 
and in the calves of his legs, from ſeventeen inches 


to thirteen and a half.* 


Ons. The waters were here very ſucceſsfullyſevacu- 
ated, but as you remarked to me, on communicat- 
ing the caſe to you at the time, tonic medicines 
ſhould have been given, to ſecond the ground that 
had been gained, inſtead of n the patient 
by draſtic . | 


een a * 
* 


— —_— E J— ad — 1 23 V * 


* In the three laſt recited caſes, the medicine was directed in 
doſes quite too ſtrong, and repeated too frequently, If Efther 
K—— could have ſurvived the extreme ſickneſs, the diuretic 
effects . would probably have taken place, and, from her time of 


life, I ſhould have expected a recovery, Wm. T — ſeems to 


have been a bad caſe, and I think would not have been cured un- 
der any management. G. R certainly poſſeſſed a good con» 
ſtitution, ox he muſt have ſhared the fate of the a two. 


4 CASE 


— . 


gps 
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A CAS E from Mr. Snaw, Surge on, at 


an — Communicated by Doctor 
| STOKES, N 


Matth. D, Kt. 51. Tall and thin. Diſeaſe a 


general anaſarca, with great difficulty of breathing. 
The lac ammoniac. ſomewhat relieved his breath; 


but the ſwellings increaſed, and his urine was not 
augmented. I conſidered it as a loſt. caſe, but hav- 


ing ſeen the good effects of the Digitalis, as ordered 


by Dr. Stokes in the caſe of Mrs. G- 


„I gave 
him one ſpoonful of an infuſion of zii. to half a pint, 

twice a day. His breath became much eaſier, his 
urine increaſed conſiderably, and the ſwellings gra- 
dually diſappeared; ſince which his health has been 


pretty good, except that about three weeks ago, he 


had a flight dyſpncea, with pain in his ſtomach, 
which were ſoon removed by a repetition of the 


ſame medicine, 


Mr. Shaw ante informs me, that he has 15. 


8 on pains in the ſtomach and bowels, by giving 
a ſpoonful of the infuſion, ils. to Zviii. N 
and night. 


A Letter 
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A Letter from Mr. V a ux, Surgeon, in 
; Birmingham. 


Dear SIR, 


. N D you the t two following caſes, 
wherein the Digitalis had very powerful and ſen- 
ſible effects, in the cure of the different patients. 


DC” TE OTE” 
Mrs. O of L ſtreet, in this town, 
aged 28, naturally of a thin, ſpare habit, and her 
family inclinable to phthiſis, ſent for me on the 11th of 


June, 1779, at which time ſhe complained of great 
pain in her ſide, a conſtant cough, expectorated 


much, which ſunk in water; had colliquative ſweats 


and frequent purging ſtools; the lower extremities 


and belly full of water, and from the great difficulty 


| ſhe had in breathing, I concluded there was water 
In the cheſt alſo. The quantity of water made at a 
time for three weeks before I ſawher, never amount- 


ed to more than a tea-cup full, frequently not ſo 


much. Finding her in ſo alarming a ſituation, I gave 
it as my opinion ſhe could receive no benefit from 
medicine,” and requeſted her not to take any; but 
the being very deſirous of my ordering her ſome- 
thing, I complied, and ſent her a box of gum pills 


with ſquills, and a mixture with falt of tartar: theſe 

medicines ſhe took until the ſixteenth, without any 

good effects: the water in her legs now began to ex- 
EY] 5 „ 
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' ſude through the ſkin, and 2 ſmall bliſter on one of 
her legs broke. Believing ſhe could not exiſt much 


longer, unleſs an evacuation of the water could be 
procured ; after fully iuforming her of her ſituation, 
and the uncertainty of her ſurviving the uſe of the 
medicine, I ventured to propoſe her taking the Di- 
gitalis, which ſhe chearfully agreed to. I accor- 
dingly fent her a pint mixture, made as under, of 
the freſh leaves of the Digitalis. Three drams in- 
fuſed in one pint of boiling water, when cold ſtrain- 
ed off, without preſſing the leaves, and two ounces 
of the ſtrong juniper water added to it : of this 
mixture ſhe was ordered four table ſpoonfulls every 
third hour, till it either made her fick, purged her, 


or had a ſenſible effec on the kidneys. This mix- 


ture was fent on the ſeventeenth, and ſhe began 


_ taking it at noon on the Eighteenth. At one o'clock 


the following morning I was called up, and in- 
formed ſhe was dying. I immediately attended 
her, and was agreeably ſurpriſed to find their fright 


aroſe ſrom her having fainted, in conſequence of the 


ſudden loſs of twelve quarts-of water ſhe had made 


in about two hours. I immediately applied a roller 
mund henbelly, and, as ſoon as they could be made, 2 


-ethers, which were carried from the toes quite up the 
thighs. The relief afforded by theſe was immediate; 
bit the medicine now began to aſſect her ſtomach ſo 
much, that ſhe kept nothing on it many minutes to- 
gether. I ordered her to drink freely of beef tea, which 


he did, but kept it on her ſtomach but a very ſhort 


time. A neutral draughit in a tate: of efferveſcence was 


the 


, 4 
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the beef tea, and took no other medicine for five 
days, when her ſickneſs went off: her cough abated, 
but the pain in her ſide ſtill continuing, I applied a 
bliſter which had the deſired effect: her urine after 
the firſt day flowed naturally. Her cure was com- 
pleated by the gum pills with ſteel and the bitter 


infuſion. It muſt be obſerved ſhe never had any 
collection of water aruba | 


It affords me great pleaſure to inform you that 
ſhe is now living, and has ſince had four children; 


all of whom, I think I may juſtly ſay, are indebted 
to the Digitalis for their exiſtence. 


There appears in this caſe a Ariking _— of the 
utility of emetics in ſome kinds of conſumptions, as 
it appears to me the dropſy was brought on by the 

cough, &c. and I believe thefe were cured by the 
_ continual vomitings, occaſioned by the medicine. 


EA E 4k 


Mr. H, a publican, aged about 48 years, 
ſent for me in March, 1778. He complained of a 
cough, {ſhortneſs of breathing, which prevented him 
from laying down in bed; his belly, thighs and legs 
very much diſtended with water ; the quantity-of 
_ urine made at a time ſeldom exceeded a ſpoonful. 
I requeſted him to get ſome of the Digitalis, and as 
they had no proper weights in the houſe, I told them 
to put as much of the freſh leaves as would weigh 
down a guinea, into half a pint of boiling water; 
5 0 to 
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to let it and till cold, then to pour off the hor li- 
quor, and add a glaſs of gin to it, and to take three 
table ſpoonfuls every third e until it had eye: | 
_ ſenſible effect upon him. np. be 


" Dabado he had Pq all the infaſion, the quan- 
tity of urine made increaſed, (he therefore leſt off 
taking it), and it continued to do ſo until all the 
water was evacuated. His breathing became much 
better, his cough abated, though it never quite left 
him; he being for ſome time before aſthmatic. 
By taking ſome tonic pills he continued quite well 
| untill the next ſpring, when he had a return of his 
complaint, which was carried off by the ſame means. 
Two years after, he had a third attack, and this al- 
fo gave way to the medicine. La YOU he find * 


A _ 
I am, ba. a 
1785. r „ 


P. S. You muſt well techlleck the caſe of Ms. 
F. —It was a general dropſy—every time 
© ſhe took the medicine its effects were ſimilar, viz. 


| The diſcharge of urine came on gradually at firſt, 
A increaſed afterwards, and the whole of the water 
both in the belly, legs, &c. was perfectly evacuated. 


Although the effects were only temporary, they 


, «if were exceedingly agreeable to the patient, making 


«her time much more eben wy” _ 
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A Letter from Mr. Wawa, Surgeon, 
in — W een ar 30 


Dear S1 x, 


I T gives me great pleaſure to 
find you intend to publiſh your obſervations on 
the 2 3 | 


Several years are now elapſed ſince you commu- 
nicated to me the high opinion you entertained of 
the diuretic qualities of this noble plant. To enſure 
ſucceſs, due attention was recommended to its pre- 
paration, its doſe, and its effefts upon the ſyſtem. 


I always gave the infuſion of the dried leaves; 
the doſe the ſame as in the preſcriptions returned. 
If the medicine operated on the ſtomach or bowels, 
it was thought prudent to forbear. When the kid- 
neys began to perform their proper functions, and 
the urine to be diſcharged, a continuance of its far- 
ther uſe was unneceſſary. 


Theſe remarks you made in the caſe of the firſt 
patient for whom you preſcribed the Digitalis in our 
neighbourhood, and I have found them all neceſ- 
ſary at this preſent period. From the decided good effects 
that followed from its uſe, in thoſe caſes where the 
moſt powerful remedies had failed, I was ſoon con- 
vinced it was a moſt valuable addition to the materia | 


mae. | | 
5 The 


162 COMMUNICATIONS 


'The want of a certain diuretic, has long been one 
of the deſiderata of medicine. The Digitalis is un- 
doubtedly at the head of that claſs, and will ſeldom, 

af properly adminiſtered, diſappoint the expectation. 
J can ſpeak with the more confidence, having, in an 
extenſive practice, been a happy witneſs to its men 
qualities. . 


For ſeveral years, I have given the infuſion in 
a variety of caſes, where there was a deficiency 
in the ſecretion of the urine, with the greateſt ſuc- 
| ceſs. In recent obſtructions, I do not recolle& 
many failures. In anaſarcous diſeaſes, and in the 
anaſarca, when combined with the aſcites ; in ſwel- 


lings of the limbs, and in diſeaſes of the cheſt, when 
there was the greateſt reaſon to believe an accu- 


mulation of ſerum, the moſt beneficial conſe- 
quences have followed from its uſe. 


© Had been earlier acquainted with your inten- 
tion to publiſh an account of the Digitalis, I could 
have tranfmitted ſome caſes, which might have 
ſerved to corroborate theſe aſſertions : but I am 


convinced the Digitalis needs not my aſſiſtance to 


procure a favorable reception. Its own merit will 
2 ſucceſs, x more than a hundred recited caſes. 


"ob could wiſh thoſe gentlemen who intend to * 
uſe of this plant, to collect it in a hot dry day, when 
the petals fall, and the ſeed- veſſels begin to ſwell. 


The 


from CORRESPONDENTS. 163 


The leaves kept to the ſecond year are weaker, 
and their diuretic qualities much diminiſhed, It 
will therefore be neceſſary to — the N freſh 
every ſeaſon. 


Thu cautions are unneceſſary to the accurate 
| botaniſt, who well knows, that a Plant: in the ſpring, 
though more ſucculent and full of juices, is deſtitute 
of thoſe qualities which may be expected when that 
plant has attained its full vigour, and the ſeed- 
veſſels begin to be manifeſt. But for want of atten- 
tion to theſe particulars, its virtues may be thought 
exaggerated, or doubtful, if beneficial conſequences 
do not always flow from its uſe. There are diſeaſes 
it cannot cure; and in ſeveral of thoſe patients in 
this town, who firſt took the Digitalis by your 
orders, there was the moſt poſitive proof of the 
viſcera being unſound. In theſe deſperate caſes 
it often procured a plentiful flow of urine, and 
palliated a diſeaſe which mecine could not re- 
move. | 


"A a remote diſtance, phyſicians are ſeldom ap- 
plied to for advice in trifling diſorders. Many 
remedies have been tried without relief, and the 
diſeaſe is generally obſtinate or confirmed. — 
It would not be fair to try the merits of the Di- 
gitalis i in this ſcale. It might often fail of promot- 
ing the end deſired. I flatter myſelf the reputation 
of this plant will be equal to its merit, and that it 
will meet with a candid reception. 


L 2 As 
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As there is no pleaſure equal to 2 the mi- 
ſeries and diſtreſſes of our fellow- creatures, I hope 


you will long enjoy that peculiar felicity. 


Permit me to return my thankful acknowledg- 
ments, for your free communication of a medicine, 
by which means, through the bleſſing of providence, 
I have beenenabled to reſtore health and happineſs 
to many miſerable objects. 


1 am, &c. 
Fours, 


Dudley, April 26th, I WAINWRIGHT. | 


1765. 


CASE of Mr. WAR p, Surgeon, in 
Birmingham. —Related by himſelf. 


IN September, 1782, I was ſeized with a diffi- 


culty of breathing, and oppreſſion in my cheſt, in 
conſequence of taking cold from being called out in 


the night. My tongue was foul; my urine ſmall 
in quantity ; my breath laborious and diſtreſſing on 
the ſligheſt exerciſe. I tried the medicines moſt ge- 
nerally recommended, ſuch. as emetics, .bliſters,. lac 
ammoniacum, oxymel of ſquills, &c. but finding 
little or no relief, I conſulted Dr. Withering, who 
adviſed me to try the e preſcription. | 


N. Fol. 
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1 F ol. Digital. purp. ſiceat, sib. 
Aq. bullientis 3w. Ke 
Ag. cinn. fp. 3ſs. digere per horas quatiag; 5 
et colaturæ m_-_ cochlear. i. note . 


He alſo PEE me \tol te fifty — * of tinQure 5 
of cantharides three or four times a day. ny Pe 


After taking eight ounces of the infuſion, and 
about twelve drams of the drops, I was perfectly 
cured, and have had no return ſince. The medi- 
cine did not occaſion ſickneſs or vertigo, nor had 
they any other ſenſible effect than in changing the 
appearance, and increaſing the quantity of the urine, 
and rendering the tongue clean. After the laſt doſe, 
or two indeed, I had a little nauſea, which was im- 
mediately removed by a ſmall glaſs of —_ 


dee 1K July, 1765. 


communications from Mr. Yoncr, surgeon. - 
in 2 Shropſhire. Th 


Dear 8 IR, 


| I HAVE great catisfa@tion 3 3 
complying with your juſt claim, by tranſcribing out- 
lines of the ſubſequent caſes, for inſertion in your long . 
requeſted tract on the Digitalis purpurea. The two -_ 
firſt of theſe you will eaſily recollect, the cures having 7 


been conducted immediately underyourown manage- 
„„ 5 ment 
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ment, and the whole may add to that weight of evi- 


. dence which long experience enables you to ad- 


duce of the efficacy of that valuable medicine. I 
have recited the only inſtances of its failure which 
occur to me, but many other, though ſucceſsful. 
caſes, wherein its utility might ſeem dubious, and 
alſo the accounts received from people whoſe accu- 
racy might be ſuſpected, I ſhall not for obvious rea- 
ſous trquble you with. 


2 am, dear np | 


Your obliged friend, 
Shiffaall, WII LIAM YONGE. 
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A Gentleman hy 49, on the night of the 
21ſt of Auguſt, 1784, awaked with a ſenſe of ſuffo- 
cation, which obliged him to rife up ſuddenly i in 
bed. I found him complaining of difficult reſpi- 


ration, particularly on lying down; the counte- 


nance pale, and the pulſe ſmaller and quicker than 
uſual. Some brandy and water having been given, 


the ſymptoms gradually abated, ſo that he ſlept in a 


half recumbent poſture. The following day he 
exgreſſed a ſenſe of anxiety and. weight in the cheſt, 
attended by. quicker breathing upon, motion. of the. 


| body. That evening an emetic of ipecacohana was 


given, ad aſter wards ap with: vitriolic æther 
271 and 


from CORRESPONDENTS. 167 


| and confect. card. aa zito be repeated as the ſymp- 
toms ſhould require it. He continued to be affe&- 
ed with {lighter returns of the dyſpnœa at irregular 
Intervals, until September 15th, when upon a more 
ſevere attack, the emetic was repeated. He now 
recollected ſome ſlight pain in his arms which had 
affected him previous to this laſt ſeizure, and was 
diſpoſed to conſider his complaint as rheumatic. 
Pills with gum ammoniac. gum guaiac. and antimo- 
nial powder were directed, with infuſ. amar. ſimpl. 
twice a day. The bowels were regulated by ape- 
rient pills of pulv. Jalap. aloes and fal. tartar. and 
ziſs balſam peruv. was given occaſionally to ave 
the Paroxyſms of dyſpnœa. 


From this period until the beginning of No- 
vember, little amendment or variation happened, 
except. that reſpiration became more permanently 
difficult, and particularly oppreſſed upon motion, 
nor was it relieved by the expectoration of a mu- 
cous diſcharge, which now increaſed conſiderably. 
Squills, muſk, ol. ſuccini, æther, with other me- 
dicines of the ſame kind, were now uſed; but with- 


out ſucceſs. The effects of opium and venæſection 


were tried. The appetite diminiſhed, and his 
ſleep became ſhort and difturbed. He ſometimes 
ſlept. lying upon his back, but generally upon his 
left ſide. The urine which had hitherto been of 
good colour, and ſufficient quantity, now became 


diminiſhed, and lateritious's ; and the ancles code 


Matous, 
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' | -qzQa the 15th of November a bliſter was laid over 


the ſternum, and Ziſs of oxymel ſcillitic. was 1 
Nee eight hours. 1 Le 


| On the 18th, a more copious diſcharge of urine 
took place; the ſwelling of the feet ſoon diſap- 
peared, and the reſpiration became gradually re- 
lieved. | 


On the zoth zi tin&. cantharidum twice a day in 
pyrmont water, with pills of ammoniac, ſal tartar. 
et extract. e were ſubſtituted, but 


On the 7th of Decewbes: from ſome ſymptoms 
of relapſe, the oxymel was uſed as before, and con- 
tinued to be taken until the 27th, in doſes as large 
as could be diſpenſed with on account of the great 
nauſea which attended lits exhibition: The urine 
was made i in-the quantity of four or five pints each 
day, during the whole time ; the quantity then 
drank being ſeldom more than three pints. But 
. now the ſickneſs being exceedingly depreſſing, the 
| ſtrength failing, and the diuretic effects beginning 
| to ceaſe, the following PEE Was directed. 


Og Fol. Digitalis purpur. 0 Ols. 
220 1 Spec. Aromatic. Di. ſp. lav. c. f. pilul. no. x. 
| | capiat i. nocte MAaneque, « et alternis diebus any au- 


; geatur d doſin. . 


* 
14 . 4 


| | © In three Cavs 80 effect of this Ane became 


| ( | viſ ble, and when the doſe of the Digitalis had been 
1 increaſed 
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increaſed to fix grains per day, the flow-of urine 
generally amounted to ſeven pints every twenty- 
four hours. Not the leaſt ſickneſs, nor any other 
difagreeable- ſymptom ſupervened, though he per- 
ſevered in this plan until the end of January at 
which time the dyſpncea was remoyed, and he has 
continued gradually to regain his fleſh, ſtrength, 
and Luppotits, without any relapſe. * 
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About the middle of the year 1784 a ladyaged 18, 
returned from London, to her native air in Shrop- 
ſhire, under ſymptoms of complicated diſeafe. It 
was your opinion that the plethoric ſtate, conſe- 
quent to that period, when menſtruation firſt begins 
to ceaſe, had under various appearances, laid the 
foundation of that deplorable ſtate which now pre- 
ſented itſelf. The ſkin was univerſally of a pale, 
leaden colour; her perſon. much emaciated, and her | 

' ſtrength ſo reduced, as to diſable her from N 0 
without ſupport. The appetite fluctuating, the di? | 
geſtion impaired ſo much, that ſolids paſſed the 
inteſtines with little appearance of ſolution : She 
had generally eight or ten alvine evacuatiqns every 

day, and without this number, febrile ſympto ms, 

attended with ſevere vertiginous affèction, and 
vomiting- regularly enſued. The ſtools were of a 
pale aſh colour. The urine generally pale; and at 
firſt in due quantity. The region of the ſtomach | 1 
Cl ol 4 —_ | 
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had a tenſe feel, without ſoreneſs : the feet and 
ancles .cedematous, her fleep was uncertain : the 
pulſe varying between 94 and 100, and Jeeble, 
except upon the approach of the menſtrual periods, 
which were now only marked by its, increaſed 
ſtrength, and exacerbation of other ſebrile ſymp- 


| toms. Emetics. ſaline medicines, and gentle ape- 


rients were neceſſary to alleviate theſe. Six grains 


of 1 ipecac. operated with ſufficient power, and half 


a grain of calomel would have l with 1 
violence. | 


From the time of ber arrival till the middla of 
Auguſt, mercury had been continued in various 
forms, and in doſes ſuch as the irritable ſtate of her 
ſtomach and bowels would admit of. Spirit. nitri 
dulc. ; ſal. tartar. ſquill, and cantharides were 

alternately employed as diuretics, but without ſuc- 
ceſs, to retard the progreſs of an univerſal anafarca, 
which was then advanced to ſuch degree and accom- 


_ panied by ſo. great debility, and other dreadful con- 
Comitants, as to threaten a ſpeedy and fatal cataſ- 


* 


On om 16th of duet you fir, ſaw her, and 


| Gixedted thus, 


R . cinerei gr. 8 
Fol. Digital: purpur. pulv. 9i. f. maſs. in 
pill. no. xxi. dividend.—ſumat unam hora meridia- 
ana, iterumque hora quinta pomeridiana quotidie. 


Capiat 


1 


\ 


„ ³˙ 
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F 1 Wi faponac. dun. L. in x hauſt juſeul, 
fine ſale n omni ade. | 


On the not the flow of arine began to wav; 
and ſhe continued the medicine in the ſame doſe 
until the 20th of September, diſcharging from ſix to 
eight pints of water each day for the firſt week, and 

which quantity gradually diminiſhed as ſhe became 

empty. During this period ſhe complained not of 
any ſickneſs, except from the lixivium, which was 
after the firſt doſe reduced to 20 drops; and her ap- 
petite and ſtrength increaſed daily, though it was 
evident that no bile had yet flowed into the bowels, 

nor was the digeſtion at all improved. The ana- 
ſarcous appearances being then removed, the Digi- 
talis was omitted, and pills, compoſed of mercur. 
cinereus, aloes, and ſal tartari directed twice a day, 
with 51. of . POR in infuſ. amar. impl. : 
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Her amendment in other reſpects proceeded 
ſlowly, but regularly, from that time until the gth 
of October; when the ſtate of plethora again recur- 
ring, with its uſual attendant ſymptoms, 5iv. of 
blood were taken from the arm; and this was upon 
the ſame occaſion, repeated in the following month, 
with manifeſt good conſequences ; though in both 
inſtances the colour of the blood, as flowing from 
the vein could hardly be called red, and the coagu- 
lum was as weak in its coheſion as poſſible, The 
ſtate of the ſtomach and bowels was by this time 
greatly improved, in common with other parts - 

| the 
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the ſyſtem; but no intromiſſi jon of bile had yet 
happened: the hardneſs about the hypogaſtrie regi- 
on, though leſs, continued in à conſiderable de- 
gree, and you ordered pills of mercury rubbed 
down, and ruſt of iron, to be taken twice a day, 
with a decoction of n. and _ ame l 


A m — linſeed x was ITY every — 
over the ſtomach and right fide; and, with little 
deviation from this plan, ſhe continued to the end 
of the year, improving in her general health, but 


the hepatic affection yet remaining. It was then 


determined to try the effects of electricity, and 
gentle ſhocks were paſſed through the body daily, 


and as nearly as could be nene the liver, in va- 
rious Gireckions. 12 115 . 8905 


On the fifth day 8 was Wan to chin thats . 


ſome gall had been ſecreted and poured out, and 
this became every day more evident ; but it flowed 


only in ſmall quantity, and irregularly into the 
bowels, as appeared from the feces being Paxially 
554 by it. 914 | #49 


In Rabe er his lady left this io; and 
though convaleſcent, yet fo nearly well as to pro- 


miſe us the fatisfaction of ſeeing her perfectly ref- 


tored. 


1 n 29. The bile is now fecreted in pretty good 
quantity, her appetite is perfectly good, her ſtrength 
equal to almoſt * degree of exerciſe, and her 

health 
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health in general better than it has been for ſome 
years. | 


| 2 KA IE 

Mr. W 
affected with flight difficulty in reſpiration; upon tak- 
ing exerciſe or lying down in bed. Theſe ſymp- 


toms increaſed gradually until the end of July, 


when he complained of ſenſe of weight and uneaſi- 
neſs about the prœcordia; loſs of appetite; and 
coſtiveneſs. The urine was ſmall in quantity, and 
high coloured; his pulſe feeble, and intermitting ; 


he breathed with difficulty when in bed, and ſlept _ 
little. After the exhibition of an emetic, and an 


opening medicine of rhubarb, ſena, and fal tartar, 
he was directed to take half a dram of ſquill pill, 
pharm. Edinburg. night and morning, with 3ſs ſal. 
ſodæ in Ziſs. infuſ. amar. ſimpl. twice a day; and 
theſe medicines were continued during ten days, 
without any ſenſible effect. A bliſter was then ap- 
plied to the ſternum, and ſix grains of calomel giv- 
en in the evening. The ſymptoms were now in- 
creaſed very conſiderably, in every particular; and 


the following infuſion was ſubſtituted for the former 


medicines. 


R. Fol. Digital. purpur. zii. 
Cort. limon. zii. infund. 
Aq. bullient. bi. per hor. 2 et cola. ſumat 
cochl. i. primo mane et repet. omni hora. 


Sometime 


„aged —. In June, 1782, was 
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| Sometime in the night conſiderable nauſea oc- 


curred, and the following day he began to make wa- 


ter in great quantity, which he continued to do for 
three or four days. The pulſe in a few hours be- 
came regular, flower, and ſtronger, and, in the 


| courſe of a week, all the ſymptoms entirely vaniſh- 


ed, and an electuary of cort. peruvian, ſal martis, 
and ſpec. aromatic. confirmed his cure. 


In February, 1784, this gentleman had a relapſe 
of his diſeaſe, from which he again ſoon recovered 
by the 1 88 5 and is now perfectly well. 


8 IV. 


— A——, a huſbandman, aged 57. Was 
in Bs year 1782 affected with a flight, but conſtant 


pain in his'breaſt, with difficult reſpiration. His 


countenance was yellow; the abdomen ſwelled, and 
hard; his urine high coloured, and in ſmall quan- 
tity; ; appetite and ſleep little. Complained of fre- 
quent nauſea, and of ſudden profuſe ſweatings, 
which ſeemed for a {hort time to relieve the dyſpnea. 


Aſter the exhibition of an emetic, fix grains of 


calomel were given, with a purge of jalap in the 


morning, and repeated in a few days, with ſome ap- 
pearance of advantage. He was then directed to 
take ſome pills of ſquill, ſoap, and rhubarb, with a 
draught twice a day, conſiſting of infuf. amar. f Imp. 
and ial tartari. The kin ſoon became clearer and 
the 
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the pain in his breaſt confiderably diminiſhed, But 
every other circumſtance remaining the fame, and 
a fluctuation in the belly being now more evident, 
the infuſion of Digitalis as preſcribed in caſe third, 
was given in the doſe of one ounce twice a day, 


On the 5th day 1 the effects were ene and he 
continued his medicine for a fortnight without nau- 
ſea, making four or five pints of water every night, 
but little in the day, and gradually loſing the ſymp- 
toms of his diſeaſe. 


In 1 "4 this perſon had a 4 and was again 
eured by ſimilar treatment. 


4 0. 


R H-—, Aged 43. Towards the end of the 
year 1783, became affected with ſight cough and ex- 
pectoration of purulent matter. In December his. 
ſkin became univerſally of a pale yellow colour. 
The abdomen was ſwelled and hard ; his appetite 
little, and he complained of a violent and conſtant 
palpitation of the heart, which prevented him from 
ſleeping. The urine pale, and in ſmall quantity. 
The pulfe exceedingly ſtrong, and rebounding ; 
beating 114 to 120 ſtrokes every minute. He ſuffer- 
ed violent pain of his head, and was very feeble and 
emaciated. Afﬀter bleeding, and the uſe of gentle 
aperient medicines, he continued to take the infu- 
fion of Digitalis for ſome days, without any ſenſible 
effect. Other diuretics were tried to as little pur- 

poſe 
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poſe. Repeated bleeding had no effe in diminiſh- 
ing the violent action of the heart. He died in 
1.43 anuary following, under complicated 459 of 
OS and aſcites. | 


CASE N 


A man aged 395 who had lived freely i in he . 
mer of 1 784, became affected with cedematous 
ſwelling of his legs, for which he was adviſed to 
drink Fox Glove Tea. He took a four ounce baſon 
of the infuſion made ſtrong with the green leaves, 
viy n for Wu ee days... 


On the 5th W was s ſuddenly ſeized with faintneſs 
and cold ſweatings. I found him with a pale coun- 
tenance, complaining of weakneſs, and of pain, 
with a ſenſe. of great heat in his ſtomach and 
| bowels. The ſwelling of the legs was entirely gone, 

he having evacuated urine in very large quantities 
for the two preceding days. He was affected with 
frequent diarrhœa. The pulſe v was very 189 and 
ſmall, and his extremities cold. 


A ſmall quantity of broth was directed to be given 
him every half hour, and bliſters were applied 
to the ancles, by which his ſymptoms became gra- 
dually alleviated, and he recovered perfectly in the 
ſpace of three weeks; except a relapſe of the ana- 
ſarca, for which the Digitalis was afterwards ſucceſs- 
fully employed, in ſmall doſes, without any A 
| 3 3 xt: 
1 +: CAS K 
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8 8 a middle aged ſingle woman, 
was affected in the year eighty-one, with a painful 
rigidity and flight inflammation of the integuments 
on the left fide, extending from the ear to the ſhoul- 
der. In every other particular ſhe was healthy. 

The uſe of warm fomentations, and opium, with 
two or three doſes of mercurial phyſic, afforded her 
eaſe and the inflammation diſappeared, but was ſuc- 
ceeded by an œdematous ſwelling of the part, which 
very gradually extended along the arm, and down- 
ward to the breaſt, back, and belly. Friction, 
electricity and mercurial ointment wereamongſt the 
number of applications unſucceſsfully employed to 

relieve her for the ſpace of three months, during 
which time ſhe continued in good general health. 


In November ſhe became aſcitic, paſſing ſmall 
quantities of urine, and ſoon afterwards a ſudden 
dyſpnea gave occaſion to ſuppoſe an effuſion of water 
in the thorax. The Digitalis, ſquills, and cantha- 
rides were given in very conſiderable doſes without 
effect. She died the latter end of December fol- 


lowing. 


CASE vin. 


W—— C——, 2 collier 3 58. was at- 
tacked in the ſpring of 1783 with a tertign ague, 
which he attributed to cold, by fleeping in a coal 

| M 5 n pit, 


i 
| 
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pit, and from which he recovered in a few days. 
except a ſwelling of the lower extremities, w 8 


had appeared about that time, and gradually 
creaſed for two or three months. The legs fad 


thighs were greatly enlarged and Wee His 


belly was ſwelled, but no fluctuation perceptible. He 
made ſmall quantities of high coloured water. The 
appetite bad, and pulſe feeble. He had taken many 
medicines without relief, and was now ſo reduced 
in ſtrength, as to ſit up with difficulty. An infuſion 


of the Digitalis was directed for him, in the 


proportion of one ounce of the freſh leaves to a pint 
of water, two ounces to be taken three times a day, 
until the ſtomach or bowels became affected. Upon 
the exhibition of the ſixth doſe, nauſea ſupervened, 
and continued to oppreſs him at intervals for two or 
three days, durin g which he paſſed large quantities of 
pale urine. The ſwelling, aſſiſted by moderate 
bandage rapidly diminiſhed, and without any repe- 
tition of his medicine, at the expiration of ſixteen 
days, he returned to his labour perfectly recovered. 
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E VERY part of the ah =D more or leſs of 
| the ſame bitter taſte, varying, however, as 
to ſtrength, and changing with the age of * pant 
and the ſeaſon . che year. 


RO O T.— This varies greatly with the age of 
the plant. When the ſtem has ſhot up for flower- 
ing, which it does the ſecond year of its growth, 
the root becomes dry, nearly taſteleſs, and inert. 


Scme practitioners, who have uſed the root, and 
been ſo happy as to cure their patients without ex- 
citing ſickneſs, have been pleaſed to communicate 
the circumſtance to me as an improvement in the 
uſe of the plant. I have no doubt of the truth of 
their remarks, and I thank them. But the caſe of 
Dr. Cawley puts this matter beyond diſpute. The 
fact is, they have fortunately happened to uſe the 
root in its approach to its. inert ſtate, and conſe- 
quently have not oyer doſed their patients. I could, 

M2 1 
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if neceſſary, bring other proof to ſhew that the root 
is juſt as capable as the leaves, of exciting nauſea. 


81 M. — * dem bas more taſte than the root 
has, in the ſeaſon the ſtem ſhoots out, and leſs taſte. 
than the leaves. I do not know that it has been 
particularly ſeleted for ule. 


LEAVES. — Theſe vary greatly in their effi- 
cacy at different, ſeaſons of the year, and, perhaps, 
at different ſtages of their growth; but I am not 
certain that this variation keeps pace with the greater 
or leſſer intenſity of their bitter taſte. 


Some who have been habituated to the uſe of 
the recent leaves, tell me, that they anſwer their 
purpoſe at every ſeaſon of the year; and I believe 
them, notwithſtanding I myſelf have found very 
great variations in this reſpect. The ſolution of 


this difficulty is obvious. They have uſed the leaves 


in ſuch large proportion, that the doſes have been 
ſufficient, or more than ſufficient, even in their 
moſt inefficacious ſtate. The Leaf-ftalks ſeem, in 
their ſenſible properties, to partake of an interme- 
| diate ſtate between the leaves and the ſtem. 


'F LO WERS The petals, the chives, and the 
pointal have nearly the taſte of the leaves, and it 
has been ſuggeſted to me, by a very ſenſible and 

| judicious friend, that it might be well to fix on the 
flower for internal uſe. I ſee no objection to the 
n . but J have not tried =” 


SEEDS. 
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SEE n I believe are equally untried. 


From this view of the different parts of the 8 
it is ſufficiently obvious why I till continue to pre- 
fer the leaves. 


| Theſe ſhould be gathered after the flowering tem 
has ſhot up, and about the time that the- bloſſoms 
are 0 forth. 


The leaf-ſtalk and mid ib of the leaves ſhould 
be rejected, and the remaining part ſhould be dried, 
either in the ſun-ſhine, or on a tin pan or pewter 
a before a fire. 4 


if well dried, hep readily rub Aba toa 8 
ful green powder, which weighs ſomething leſs than 
one-fifth of the original weight of the leaves. Care 1 
muſt be taken that the leaves be not ſcorched in ; 
drying, and they ſhould not be dried more than 
what is requiſite to allow of their being Ty re- 


duced to Powder. 


E give to adults, from one to 5 grains of this 
powder twice a day. In the reduced ſtate in which 
phyſicians generally find dropſical patients, four 
grains a day are ſufficient. : I ſometimes give the 
powder alone ; ſometimes unite it with aromatics, 
and ſometimes form it into pills with a ene 


quantity of ſoap or gum ammoniac. 


by PREPARATIONS - 


Tf a liquid medicine be preferred, T order a dram 
of theſe dried leaves to be infuſed for four hours 
in half a pint of ' boiling water, adding to the ſtrained 
liquor an ounce of any ſpirituous water. One ounce 
of this infuſion given twice a day, is a medium doſe 
for an adult patient. If the patient be ſtronger than 
uſual, or the ſymptoms very urgent, this doſe may 
be given once in eight hours; and on the contrary 
in many inſtances half an ounce at a time will be 

* quite ſufficient. About thirty grains of the powder 
or eight ounces of the infuſion, may HON be 
taken before the nauſea Commences. 

The ingenuity of man has ever r been fond of ex- 
erting itſelf to vary the forms and combinations of 
medicines. Hence we have ſpirituous, vinous, and 

_ acetous tinctures; extracts hard and ſoft; ſyrups 
with ſugar or honey, &c. but the more we multi- 
ply the forms of any medicine, the longer we. ſhall 
be in aſcertaining its real doſe. I have no laſting 
objection however to any of theſe formulæ except 

the extract, which, from the nature of its -prepara- 
tion muſt ever be uncertain in its effects; and a 
medicine Whoſe fulleſt doſe in ſubſtance does not 

| exceed three grains, 'cannot be REIN to 8 525 in 
ech ee 1775 


4 appears dun feveral of the wha: that when ke 
Digitatie is diſpoſed to purge, opium may be joined 
'with it advantageouſly; and when. the bowels are 


too tardy, Jalap may be given at the ſame time, 
without 
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without interfering with its diuretic effects; but I 
have not found benefit from any other adjunct. | 


Fiom this view of the doſes in which the Digi 
talis really ought to be exhibited, and from the evi- 
dence of many of the caſes, in which it appears ta. 
have been given in quantities ſix, eight; ten or even f 
twelve times more than neceſſary, we muſt admit 
as an inference either that this medicine is perfectly 
fafe when given as I adviſe, or that the medicines 
in in daily uſe are highly N | 


— 
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EFFECTS, RULES, and CAUTIONS. 


. 


1 HE F LE - given i in very large and quit 
. ly-repeated doſes, occaſions ſickneſs, vomiting, 
purging, giddineſs, confuſed viſion, objects appear- 
ing green or yellow ; ; increaſed ſecretion of urine, 
with frequent motions to part with it, and ſometimes 
inability to retain it; ſlow pulſe, even as ſlow as 35 
in a minute, cold ſweats, convulſions, ſyncope, 


death. * 


When given in a leſs violent manner, it pro- 
duces moſt of theſe effects in a lower degree; and 
it is curious to obſerve, that the ſickneſs, with a cer- 
taindoſe of the medicine, does not take place for ma- 
ny hours after its exhibition has been diſcontinued; - 
that the flow of urine will often precede, ſometimes 
accompany, frequently follow the ſickneſs at the 
diſtance of ſome days, and nat unfrequently be 
checked by it. The ſickneſs thus excited, is ex- 
tremely different from that occaſioned by any other 
medicine; it is peculiarly diſtreſſing to the patient; 
it ceaſes, . tecurs again as violent as before ; and 
thus it will continue to recur for three or four days, 


at diſtant and more diſtant intervals. 
| Theſe 


1 
* 2 * 
2 » - - — 2 . . 


2 — — 


I am doubtful whether it does not ſometimes excite a copious 
floyy of ſaliya.— See caſes at pages 115, 154, and 155, 


„ 
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. Theſe ſufferings of the patient are generally re- 


; acid by a return of appetite, much greater than 
what exiſted before the taking of the medicine. 


But theſe ſufferings are not. at all, neceſſary ; 


they are the effects of our inexperience, and would 


in ſimilar circumſtances, more or leſs attend the ex- 


hibition of almoſt 9 active and powerful medi- 
cine we uſe. 


3 


* > £* &; W w 


Ks to be given, from the following detail = my 


own improyement, than from precepts peremptori- 
ly, delivered, W their ſource veiled i in en, 


At firſt I thought it "neceſſary to p bring. on and 


continue the ſickneſs, in order to enſure tie diuretic 


15 ſoon learnt that the nauſea being once excited, 
it was unneceſſary to repeat the medicine, as it was 
certain to recur frequently, at intervals more or leſs 
diſtant.” 


Terefore my paints were led to perfiſt 
aſl the nauſea came on, and then to flop. But it 
ſoon appeared that the diuretic effects would often 

take place firſt, and ſometimes be checked when the 


hckneſs or a Purzivs ſupervened. 
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The direction was therefore enlarged thus- Com 
ret men rating the Me Jour” ARMY 
ink oc plate, i 1 516 


I fou myſelf fake under this regulation for two 
er three years; but at length caſes occurred in 
which the pulſe would be retarded to an alarming | 
degree, without any other preceding effect. 


The directions therefore required an additional 


attention to the ſtate of the pulſe, and it was more- 


over of conſequence not to repeat the doſes too 
quickly, but to allow ſufficient time for the effects 
of each to take place, as it was found very poſſible 
to pour in an injurious quantity of the medicine, 
belore any of the fignals for forbearance appeared. 


Let 3 therefore be given in the doſes; ; bY 
at the intervals mentioned above; — let it be continued 
until it either adds on the kidneys, the lomach, the pulſe, 
or the bowels ; let it be flopped upon the firſt-appearance 
of any one of theſe effefls, and 1 will maintain that 
the patient will not ſuffer from its exhibition, nor 
the practitioner b be eee in 1 any n 


W Rand . ” 
fi it Purzes, it ſeldom ſucceeds well. 
e ben ſhould be enjoined to a very 


freely during its operation. I mean, they ſhould 
drink whatever — * and i in as 23 quan- 


tity 0 


RULES aid CAUTIONS. 
tity as their appetite for drink demands. This di- 


rection is the more neceſſary, as they are very ge- 


nerally prepoſſeſſed with an idea of drying up a 
dropſy, by abſtinence from liquids, and fear to add 
to the 8 82 BY: ging their inclination to 
drink. | | 


In cal of aleiies and anafarca ; when the pa- 


tients are weak, and the evacuation of the water 
rapid; the uſe of proper bandage is W 
neceſſary to their ſafety. 


If the water - ſhould not be wholly evacuated, 


it is beſt to allow an interval of ſeveral days before 
the medicine be repeated, that food and tonics may 
be adminiſtered ; but truth compels me to ſay, that 
the uſual tonic medicines have in theſe caſes very 
often deceived my expectations. 
From ſome caſes which have occurred in the 
courſe of the preſent year, I am diſpoſed to believe 
that the Digitalis may be given in ſmall doſes, viz. 
two or three grains a day, ſo as gradually to remove 
a dropſy, without any other than mild diuretic ef- 
fects, and without any interruption to its uſe until 
the cure be . | 


If inadvertently the doſes of the Foxglove ſhould 
be preſcribed too largely, exhibited too rapidly, or 
urged to too great a length ; the knowledge of a 


remedy to counteract its effects would be a deſirable 
_ 


187 
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thing. such a remedy may perhaps in time be 
diſcovered. The uſual cordials and. volatiles are 
generally rejected from the ſtomach ; aromatics and 
ſtrong bitters are longer retained; brandy will ſome- 
times remove the ſickneſs when only ſlight ; T have 
ſometimes thought ſmall doſes of opium uſeful, but I 
am more confident of the advantage from bliſters. 
Mr. Jones (Page 135) in one caſe, found. mint tea to 
be retained longer than other things. ET 


* : 
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CONSTITUTION of PATIENTS. 


[XPEPENDENT of of the degree of diſeaſe, or 
of the ſtrength or age of the patient, IJ have 
had occaſion to remark, that there are certain con- 
ſtitutions favourable, and others unfavourable to 
the ſucceſs of the Digitalis. | 


From large experience, and attentive obſerva- 
tion, I am pretty well. enabled to decide à priori 
upon this matter, and I with to enable others to do 
the ſame: but I feel myſelf hardly equal to the un- 
dertaking. The following hints, however, aiding 
a degree of experience in others, may lead them 
to accompliſh what 1 yet can deſcribe but imper- 
fectly. 


It ſeldom ſucceeds in men of great natural 
| ſtrength, of tenſe fibre, of warm ſkin, of florid 
complexion, or in thoſe with a tight and cordy 
pulſe. | 


* the belly in aſcites be. tenſe, bard, and cir- 
cumſcribed, or the limbs in anafarca ſolid and re- 
fiſting, we have but little to hope. 


On the contrary, if the pulſe be feeble or inter- 
mitting, the countenance pale, the lips livid, the 


ikin cold, the ſwollen * ſoft and * or 
the 
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the anaſarcous limbs readily pitting under the preſ- 
ſure of the finger, we may expect the diuretic ef | 
fects to follow in a kindly manner. 


> ich foil every attempt at relief, I have 
been aiming, for ſome time paſt, to make ſuch a 
change in the conſtitution of the patient, as might | 
ive a chance of ſucceſs to the of | 


"ty bloodletting, by Keri falts, by chryſtals 
of tartar, ſquills, and occaſional purging, I have 
ſucceeded, though imperfectly. Next to the uſe 
of the lancet, I think nothing lowers the tone of 
the ſyſtem more effectually than the ſquill, and con- 
ſequently ic will always be proper, in ſuch caſes, to 
uſe the ſquill ; for if that fail in its deſired effect, it 
is one of the beſt preparatives t to the RIO of the 


aqua, 


A tendency to paralytic affections, or a ſtroke of 
the palſy having actually taken place, is no objec- 
tion to the uſe of the Digitalis; neither does a 
ſtone exiſting in the bladder forbid its uſe. Theo- 
retical ideas of ſedative effects in the former, and 
apprehenſions of its excitement of the urinary or- 
gans in the latter cafe, might operate ſo as to 
make us with-hold relief from the patient; but ex- 
perience tells me, that ſuch apprehenſions are 
e e 85 | 


INTER. 
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INFERENGES. 


TO precint any improper influence, which the 


above recitals of the efficacy of the medicine, aided 


by the novelty of the ſubject, may have upon the 
minds of the younger part of my readers, in raiſing 
their expectations to too high a pitch, I beg leave to 
deduce a few inferences, which I apprehend the 
facts will fairly Pe 2 


. That the Digitalis will not unverialy, act as 2 
diuretic. = 2 


II. That it does do ſo more generally than any 


other medicine. 


III. That it will often produce this effect after 
every other probable method has been fruitleſsly 


tried. 


IV. That if this fails, there is but little chance 
of any other medicine ſucceeding. 


V. That in proper doſes, and under the manage- 
ment now pointed out, it is mild in its operation, 
and gives leſs diſturbance to the ſyſtem, than ſquill, 
or almoſt any other active medicine. 


VI. That when dropſy is attended by palſy, un- 
ſound viſcera, great debility, or other complication 
| of diſeaſe, neither the Digitalis, nor any other diu- 

| retic 
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retic can * more than obtain a truce to the urgen- 


cy of the ſymptoms; unleſs by gaining time, it may 
afford opportunity for other medicines to combat 


and ſubdue the W diſeaſe. 


VII. That the Digitalis may be uſed with advan- 
tage * in Ty Por" of Oey except the Oe 


VIII. That it may be es ſubſervient to the 
cure of diſeaſes, unconnected with droply. 


IX. That it has a power over the motion of the 
heart, to a degree yet unobſerved in any other me- 
dicine, and that this Power may be converted to ſa- 
ends. 


PRACTICAL 
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FACE 04:45... ; 
REMARKS ON DROPSY, 
AND SOME OTHER DISEASES: 


T. H E following * conſiſt partly of matter 
of fact, and partly of opinion. The former 
will be permanent; the latter muſt vary with the 
detection of error, or the improvement of knows 
ledge. I hazard them with diffidence, and hope 
they will be examined with candour; not by a con- 
traſt with other opinions, but by an attentive com- 
pariſon with the phœnomena of diſeaſe. 


A N AS A R CA. 3 


61. THE anaſarca is generally curable when ſeat- 
ed in the ſub- cutaneous cellular membrane, or in 
the ſubſtance of the lungs. 


$2. When the abdominal viſcera in general are 
greatly enlarged, which they ſometimes are, with- 
out effuſed fluid in the cavity of the abdomen; the 
diſeaſe is incurable. After death, the more ſolid 
viſcera are found very large and pale. If the ca- 
vity contains ater, that water may be removed by 
diuretics, 


N $3. In 
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$3. 79 ſwollen 1 and thighs, where the reſiſt- 
ance to preſſure is conſiderable, the tendency to 
tranſparency in the ſkin not obvious, and where the 
alteration of poſture. occaſions but little alteration 
in the ſtate of diſtenſion, "we cure cannot be effect. 25 


ed by diuretics. 


1s this difficulty of cure occaſioned by ſpiſſitude 
in the effuſed fluids, by want of proper communi- 


cation from cell to cell, or is the diſeaſe rather cauſed 


by a morbid growth of the ſolids, than by an accu- 
mulation of fluid? | 


Ts not this diſeaſe in the limbs fi Grilar to that of 
the viſcera ($2)? 


84. Anafarcous ſwellings often take place in pal- | 
fied limbs, in arms as well as legs; ſo that the fwel 
ling does W merely upon poſition. 


98 3 Is there not cauſe to ſuſpect that many drop- 
ſies originate from paralytic affections of the lym- 
phatic abſorbents? And if fo, is it not probable 
that the Digitalis, which is ſo effectual in removing 
 Jropſy, may alſo be uſed advantageouſly in ſome 
kinds of pally? | | 


. 


$6. IF exiſting alone, (i. e.) without accompa- | 
nying anaſarca, is in children curable; in adults 


generally incurable by medicines. Tapping may be 
__ uſed 
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| uſed here with better chance for ſucceſs than in 


more complicated dropſies. Sometimes cured by 
vomiting. Lats 


A ASCITES and ANASARCA. 
$7. INCURABLE if dependant upon 
irremediably diſeaſed viſcera, or on a gouty conſti- 


tution, ſo debilitated, that the gouty paroxyſms no 
longer continue to be formed. 


In every other ſi tuation the diſeats yields to diu- 
retics and tonics. 


ASCITES, ANASARCA, and 
 _HYDROTHORAX. 

568. UNDER this complication, though the 

ſymptoms admit of relief, the reſtoration of the 

_ conſtitution can hardly be hoped for. | 


ASTHMA. 


$ 9. 1H E true foakmediy aſthma, a rare diſeaſe 
is not relieved by 3 | 


| 10. In the greater part of what are called 

aſthmatical caſes, the real diſeaſe is anaſarca of the 
lungs, and is generally to be cured by diuretics. (See 
$ 1.) This is almoſt always ene with ſome 
ſwelling of the legs. 


„ $11. There 
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611. There is another kind of aſthma, in which 
change of poſture does not much affect the patient. 
I believe it to be cauſed by an infarction of the 
lungs. It is incurable by diuretics; but it is often 
accompanied with a degree of anafarca, and fo far 
it admits of relief. | | 


Is not this diſeaſe ſimilar to that in the limbs at 
(s 3,) and alla to that of the abdominal viſcera at 


* 1 


ASTHMA and ANASAR CA. 


$12. IF the aſthma be of the kind mentioned at 


($$ 9 and 11,) diuretics can only remove the ac- 
companying anaſarca. But if the affection of the 


breath depends alfo, upon cellular effuſion, as it 
| moſtly does, the patient may be taught to ho mo a 
recovery. 


ASTHMA and ASCITES. 


$13. A RARE combination, but not incura- 
ble if the the abdominal viſcera are ſound. The 
aſthma is here moſt probably of the anaſarcous 
kind (5 10;) and this being ſeldom confined to the 
lungs only, the diſeaſe generally appears in the fol- 


lowing form. vs 


: 1 
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ASTHMA, ASCITES, and ANASARCA. 


s 14. TH E curability of this combigation will 
depend upon the circumſtances mentioned in the 
preceding ſection, taking alſo into the account the 


ſtrength or weakneſs of the patient. 


EPILEPSY. 


$15. IN epilepſy dependant upon effuſion, the 

Digitalis will effect a cure; and in the caſes alluded 
to, the dropfical ſymptoms were unequivocal. It 
has not had a ſufficient trial in my hands, to deter- 
mine Þ What it can 1 do 1 in other kinds of epilepſy, 


HYDATID DROPSY. 


8 16. THIS may be diſtinguiſhed from common 
aſcites, by the want of evident fluctuation. It is 
common to both ſexes. It does not admit of 2 


cure they by N or es medicine. 


HYDROGEPHALUS. 
$17. THIS diſeaſe, which has of late ſo Ben | 


, a - 


attracted the attention of the medical world, I be- 


lieve, originates in inflammation ; and that the wa- 
ter found in the ventricles of the brain after death, 
is the conſequence, and not the cauſe of the illneſs, 


It has ſeldom happened to me to be called upon | 


in op earlier ſtages of this complaint, and the ſymp- 
N 3 toms 
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toms are at firſt ſo ſimilar to thoſe uſually attendant 
upon dentition and worms, that it is very difficult 
to pronounce decidedly upon the real nature of the 
diſeaſe; and it is rather from the failure of the uſual 
modes of relief, than from any other more decided 
obſervation, that we at length dare to give it a name. 


At firſt, the febrile ſymptoms are ſometimes ſo 
unſteady, that I have known them miſtaken for the 
ſymptoms of an intermittent, yours the cure attempt- 
ed by the bark. | 


In the more advanced ſages, the diagnoſtics ob- 
trude themſelves upon our notice, and put the ſitu- 
ation of the patient beyond a doubt. But this does 
not always happen. The variations of the pulſe, 
ſo accurately defcribed by the late Dr. Whytt, do 
not always enſue. The dilatation of. the pupils, 
the ſquinting, and the averſion to light, do not 
univerſally exiſt. The ſcreaming upon raiſing the. 
head from the pillow or the lap, and the fluſhing of 
the cheeks, I once conſidered as affording indubita- 
ble marks of the diſeaſe; but in a child which 1 
ſometime ſince attended with Dr. Aſh, the pulſe 
was uniformly about 85, (except during the firſt 
week, before we had the care of the patent: ) The 


C& © & 


had dilated pupils, never ue, never Ereamed He. 


when raiſed from the lap or taken out of the bed, 
nor did we obſerve any remarkable fluſhing of the 
cheeks ; ad. the "erp Was diet, but ſometimes 
cee, 

| Frequent 


«DV OP Ye. wo 

| Frequent vomiting exiſted from the firſt, but 
ceaſed for ſeveral days towards the concluſion. One 
or two worms came away during the illneſs, and it 
was all along difficult to purge the child. Three 
days before death, the right ſide became lightly * 


paralytic, and the pupil of that eye ſomewhat di- 
aloe. 


After death, about two ounces and 2 half of wa- 
ter were found i in the ventricles of the brain, and 
the veſſels of the dura mater were turgid with blood. 


If I am right as to the nature of hydrocephalus, 
that it is at firſt dependant upon inflammation, or 
congeſtion; and that the water in the ventricles is 
a conſequence, and not a cauſe of the diſeaſe; the 
curative intentions ought to be extremely different 
in the firſt and the laſt ſtages. 


It happens very rarely that I am called to patients 

at the beginning, but in two inſtances wherein I was 
called at firſt, the patients were cured by repeated 
topical bleedings, vomits, and purges. . - 


Some years ago I mentioned theſe opinions, and 
the ſucceſs of the practice reſulting from them, to 
Dr. Quin, now phyſician at Dublin. That gentle- 
man had lately taken his degree, and had choſen 
hydrocephalus for the ſubje& of his theſis in the 
year 1779. In this very ingenious eſſay, which he 
gave me the ſame morning, I was much pleaſed to 
N15 that the author had not only held the 1.0 

| CAS. 
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| ideas relative to the nature of the Girls. but bad 


4 alſo confirmed them by diſſections. 
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| 'In the year 1 781, another caſe in the firſt Rage 
4 * - demanded my attention. The reader is referred 
* back to Caſe LXIX for the particulars. 


L have not yet been able to determine whether the 
Digitalis can or cannot be uſed with advantage in 
the ſecond ſtage of the hydrocephalus. In Caſe 
= 7 XXXIII. the ſymptoms of death were at hand; in 
| Caſe LXIX. the practice, though ſucceſsful, was too 

: complicated, and in Caſe CLI. the medicine was 


certainly ſtopped too ſoon. 


| When we conſider what enormous quantities of 
mercury may be uſed in this complaint, without af- 
fecting the ſalivary glands, it ſeems probable that 
other parts may be equally inſenſible to the action 
of their peculiar ſtimuli, and therefore that the Di- 
gitalis ought to be given in much _ doſes in © this, 
than in other diſeaſes. | 


HYDROTHORAX 


'$ 18. UND E. R this name I alſo include the 
n, of the * 


The intermitting pulſe, and poi in the arms, ſuf- 
ficiently diſtinguiſh this diſeaſe from aſthma, and 
al from anaſareous lungs. | 


* Is vey univerſally cured by the Digitalis. i 
"oF 19. 1 ately 


$ 19. I lately met with two caſes which had been 
conſidered and treated as. angina pectoris. They 1 
both appeared to me to be caſes of relate 
One ſubject was a clergyman, whoſe ſtrength had 
been ſo compleatly exhauſted by the continuance of 
the diſeaſe, and the attempts to relieve it, that he 
did not ſurvive many days. The other was a lady, 
whoſe time of life made me ſuſpect effuſion. I di- 
rected her to take ſmall doſes of the pulv. Digitalis, 
which in eight days removed all her complaints. 
This Ae f ix e ago, and ſhe remains 
perfectly well, 


| HYDROTHORAX and ANASARCA. 


9 $20. THIS combination is very frequent, and; 
I wants, ny ye be cured 1 the Digitalis. 


927. Dropſi es in the cheſt either with or without, 
anaſarcous limbs, are much more curable than thoſe 
of the belly. Probably becauſe the abdominal viſ- 
cera are more frequently diſeaſed in the latter than 

in the former _ _ 


INSANITY. 


5 22. I APPREHEND this diſeaſe to be more 
frequently connected with ſerous effuſion than has 
been N 2 8 


s$ 2 . Where appearances of anaſarca point out the 


true * of the tomplaant,. as in caſes XXIV. and 
XXXIV. 


— uv IR Dae 
. e . \ VIE 


* 


* TICAL REMARKS, 
XXIV: the happieſt effects may be expected from 


the Digitalis; and men of more experience than my- 
ſell in caſes of inſanity, will probably employ it fuc- 
ceſsfully in other leſs obvious ene FE 


'NEPHRITYS CALCULOSA. 


8 24. WE have had ſufficient evidence af the of. 
ficacy of the Foxglove in removing the Dyfuria and 
other ſymptoms of this diſeaſe ; but probably it is 
not in theſe cales preferable to the tobaceo. Men 


OVARIUM DROPSY! 


925. THIS ſpecies of encyſted dropſy is not "oh 
out difficulty diſtinguiſhable from an aſcites; and 
yet it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh them, becauſe the 
two diſeaſes require different treatment and becauſe 


the Oey of a cure is ALLY en in one than 
in the other. | 1 — | 


» ot 9 0 


8 26. The ovarium malroghyll is e fins in its 


| progreſs; ; for a conſiderable time the patient though 


ſomewhat emaciated, does not loſe the appearance. 
of health, and the urine flows in the uſual quantity. 
It is ſeldom that the practitioner is called in early 
enough to diſtinguiſh by the feel on which fide the 
cyſt originated, and the patients do not attend to 
that circumſtance notes can e enn men- 
ſtruate 


255. 805 an original 104 calgable treatiſe by Dr. F owler, entitled, 
Att Rp of the * of Tobacco. | 


on DR OPS v. „ 
ſtruate regularly i in the incipient ate of the diſcaſe, 5 


and it is not until the preſſure from the ſac be- 


comes very great, that the urinary ſecretion di- 
miniſhes. In this ſpecies of dropſy, the patients, 
upon being queſtioned, acknowledge even from a 
pretty early date, pains in the upper and inner 
parts of the thighs, ſimilar to thoſe which women 
experience in a ſtate of pregnancy. Theſe pains 
are for a length of time greater in one thigh than in 
the other, and I believe it will be found . the 
gale A on that ſide, 


's 27. The ovarium dropſy defies-the power ol 
medicine. It admits of relief, and ſometimes of a 
cure, by tapping. I ſubmit to the conſideration of 
practitioners, how far we may hope to cure this diſ- 
eaſe by a ſeton or a cauſtic. —— In the LXIR 
caſe the patient was too much reduced, and the 
diſeaſe too far advanced to allow of a cure by any 
method; but it teaches us that a canſkic Ny” be 
9 with e | : | 


s 28. When tapping Sm 3 1 al- 
ways adviſe the adoption of the waiſtcoat bandage 
or belt, invented by the late very juſtly celebrated 
Dr. Monro, and deſcribed in the firſt volume of 
the Medical Eſſays. I alſo enjoin my patients to 
wear this bandage afterwards, from a perſuaſion 
that it retards the return of the diſeaſe. The pro- 
per uſe of bandage, when the diſorder firſt diſcovers 
itſelf, certainly contributes much to prevent its 


n reaſe. 
* OVA- 


2% PRACTICAL REMARKS 


' OVARIUM DROPSY wrru ANASARCA. 
9 29. THE anaſarca does not. appear until the en- 
cyſted dropſy is very far advanced. It is then proba- 
bly cauſed by weaknels and f ure. The Wigitalis 


removes it for a time. | > 5 


| 'PHTHIS IS PULMONAETS. 

8 30. This is a very increaſing malady in the pre- 
| ſent day. It is no longer limited to the middle part 
of life : children at five years of age die of it, and 
old people at ſixty or ſeventy. It is not confined 
to the flat-cheſted, the fair-ſkinned, the blue eyed, 
the light-haired, or the ſcrophulous: it often attacks 
people with full cheſts, brown ſkins, dark hair and 
eyes, and thoſe in whoſe family no ſcrophulous taint 
can be traged,- It is certainly infectious. The very 
ſtrict laws ſtill exiſting in Italy to prevent the infec- 
tion from conſumptive patients, were probably not 
enacted originally without a ſufficient cauſe. We 
ſeem to be approaching to that ſtate which firſt 
made ſuch reſtrictions neceſſary, and in the further 
courſe of time, the difeaſe will probably fall _ 
again, + Wie in n and ee Ry 


5 31, The younger pak of the female ſex are 
liable to a diſeaſe very much reſembling a true con- 
| A and from which it is difficult to diſtinguiſh | 
; but this diſeaſe is curable by ſteel and bitters. 
A criterion 88 true phthiſis has been ſought for in the 

f ſtate 


* NOS Yi}. | ap. + 
ſtate of the teeth ; but the exceptions to that rule | 


are numerous. An unuſual dilatation of the pupil - 
of the eye, 15 the moſt certain charaReriſtic.* 


F 32. Sydenham aſſerts,” that the bark did not 
more certainly curean intermittent, than riding did 
a conſumption. We muſt not deny the truth of an 
_ aſſertion, from ſuch authority, but we muſt conclude 

that the diſeaſe was more eaſily curable a century 
_ ago than it is at preſent. 


s 33. If the Digitalis i is no COT uſeful in con- * 


ſumptive caſes, it muſe be that I know not how- to 
manage it, or that the diſeafe is more fatal than for; 
merly ; for it would be hard to deny the teſtimony 
cited at page 9. I with others would UNGETIOre 


the enquiry. 


$34. When phthiſis is accompanied with anaſarca, 
or when there is reaſon to ſuſpect hydrothorax, the 
Digitalis will often relieve the ſufferings, - and 2288 


"og the life of the RT 
| 135. Many 


9 NE OED 


— 


Many years ago I communicated to my friend, Dr. Percival, 
an account of ſome trials of breathing fixed air in conſumptive 
caſes. The reſults were publiſhed by him in the ſecond Vol. of 
his very uſeful Eſſays Medical and Experimental, and have ſince 
been copied into other publications. I take this opportunity of 
acknowledging that I ſuſpe& myſelf to have been miſtaken in the 
nature of the diſeaſe there mentioned to have been cured. I be- 
lieve it was a caſe of Vomica, and not a true Phthifis that was cured, 
The Vomica is almoſt always curable. | The fixed air corrects the 


ſmell of the matter, and very ſhortly removes the hectic fever, 2 


My patients not only inſpire it, but I keep large jars of the effer- 
verry mixture conſtantly at work in their charabers. 


2% PRACTICAL REMARKS. 


> 35. Many years ago, during an attendance upon 
Mr. B, of a conſumptive family, and himſelf 


in the laſt ſtage of a phthiſis; after he was ſo ill as 
to be confined to his chamber, his breathing be- 


came-ſo extremely difficult and diſtreſſing, that he 
wiſhed rather to die than to live, and urged me 
warmly to deviſe ſome mode to relieve him. Suſ- 


pecting ſerous effuſion to be the cauſe of this ſymp- 
tom, and he being a man of ſenſe and reſolution, 


I fully explained my ideas to him, and told him 


what kind of operation might afford him a chance 


of relief; for I was then but little acquainted with 
the Digitalis, He was earneſt for the operation to 
be tried, and with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Parrott, a 
very reſpectable ſurgeon of this place, I got an 
opening made between the ribs upon the lower and 
hinder part of the thorax. About a pint of fluid 
was immediately diſcharged, and his breath became 


eaſy. This fluid coagulated by heat. 


Aſter ſome days a copious purulent diſchargs if- 


ſued from the opening, his cough became lefs trou- 


blefome, his expectoration leſs copious, his appetite 


and ſtrength returned, he got abroad, and the wound, 
which became very troubleſome, was * to heal. 


He then undertook a journey to London ( whilſt 
there he became worſe: returned home, and died 


conſumptive ſome weeks afterwards, 
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eee ANASAR Ga 


$ 36. THIS iſeaſe : admits of an eaſy and certain 
cure by the Digitalis. | | 


$49: This ſpecies of dropſy may originate from 
other cauſes than child birth. In the beginning of 
haſt March, a gentleman at Wolverhampton deſired 
my advice for very large and painful ſwelled legs an 
thighs. He was a temperate man, not of a dropſi- 
cal habit, had great pain in his groins, and attri- 
buted his complaints to a fall from his horſe. He 
had taken diuretics, and the ſtrongeſt draſtic pur- 
gatives with very little benefit. Conſidering the 
anaſarca as cauſed by the diſeaſed inguinal glands, 
I ordered common poultice and mercurial ointment 
to the groins, three grains of puly. fol. Digitalis 


| night and morning, and a cooling diuretic decoction 


in the day-time. He ſoon loſt his * and the 
e gratiually ſubſided. 


THE END. 


THERING, M. D. 
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